Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Vardaman Family 


Husband: John Vardaman 


Bom: Unknown in: Unknown 
Married: Unknown in: Unknown 
Died: 1714 in: Delaware 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Margaret 


Born: Unknown in: Unknown 
Died: Unknown in: Unknown 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 


CHILDREN 


1 Name: William Vardaman 
Born: Unknown in: Unknown 
M Married: 1720 in: Delaware 
Died: 1783 in: Ninety Six District, South Carolina 
Spouse: Magdalena Peterson 


2 Name: Johannes Vardaman 
Born: Unknown 
M Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
3 Name: Christopher Vardaman 
Born: Unknown 
M Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


4 Name: Jane Margarite Vardaman 
Born: Unknown i 
F Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


5 Name: 
Born: in: 
Married: in: 
Died: in: 
Spouse: 
6 Name: 
Born: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
7 Name: 
Born: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
8 Name: 
Born: in: 
Married: in: 
Died: in: 
Spouse: 


BEE 


BEE 


BBR 


BBE 


BAR 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Vardaman Family 


. Husband: William Vardaman 


Bom: Unknown in: Unknown 
Married: 1720 in: Delaware 
Died: 1783 in: Ninety Six District, South Carolina 


Father: John Vardaman 
Mother: Margaret 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Magdalena Peterson 


Born: Unknown in: Unknown 
Died: Abt 1735 in: Unknown. 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 


CHILDREN 


1 Name: John Vardaman 
Born: 1722 in: Bedford Co., Virginia 
M Married: 1744 in: Brunswick Co. Virginia 
Died: 1827 in: Grovor's Creek, Missouri 
Spouse: Elizabeth Morgan 


2 Name: William Vardeman 
Born: Unknown 
M Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


BBE 


3 Name: Peter Vardeman 
Born: Unknown 
M Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


BBB 


4 Name: Maria Vardeman 
Bom, 1724 
F Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


5 Name: Jemima Vardeman. 
Born: 1741 
F Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


BRR 


BBB 


6 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 

7 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


BRE 


BRE 


& Name: 
Bom: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


AB 
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Vardaman Family 


Husband: John Vardaman 


Born: 1722 in: Bedford Co., Virginia 
Married: 1744 in: Brunswick Co. Virginia 
Died: 1827 in: Grovor's Creek, Missouri 


Father: William Vardaman 
Mother: Magdalena Peterson 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Elizabeth Morgan 


Born: Unknown in: Unknown 
Died: Unknown in: Kentucky 
Father: Thomas Morgan 
Mother: Esther 
Other Spouses: 


CHILDREN 


1 Name: William Vardaman 
Born: Unknown in: Unknown 
M Married: in: Washington Parish, Louisiana 
Died: 1830 in: Washington Parish, Louisiana 
Spouse: Ann Ayres 


2 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


BBS 


3 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


BEB 


4 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


BR 


5 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


6 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


BBB 


7 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


BRE 


8 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


BBE 
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Husband: William Vardaman 


Bom: Unknown in: Unknown 
Married: in: Washington Parish, Louisiana 
Died: 1830 in: Washington Parish, Louisiana 


Father: John Vardaman. 
Mother: Elizabeth Morgan 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Ann Ayres 


Bom: Unknown in: Louisiana , 
Died: 1830 in: Washington Parish, Louisiana 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 


CHILDREN 


1 Name: Jemima Vardaman 
Bom: December 12, 1798 in: Unknown 
F Married: 1818 in: St. Tammany Parish, LA 
Died: August 14, 1852 in: Lexington, Holmes County, Mississippi 
Spouse: Aaron J. Spell 


2 Name: Jeremiah K. Vardaman 
Bom: 1787 
M Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


3 Name: Elijah Vardaman 
Bor: 1796 
M Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
4 Name: John Vardaman 
Born: Unknown 
M Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
5 Name: William Ayers Vardaman 
Born: Unknown 
M Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


6 Name: Mary(Polly) Vardaman 
Bom: March 06, 1797 
F Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


7 Name: Amaziah Vardaman 
Born: Unknown 
M Married: 
Died: Unknown 
Spouse: 


BBE BRB BBR 


BBB 


BBB 


: Unknown 


a 


: Unknown 


8 Name: Rhoda Vardaman 
Born: 1790 in: 
F Married: in: 
Died: in: 
Spouse: 
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10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Name: Anne Vardaman. 
Born: Unknown 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
Name: Sally Vardaman. 
Born: Unknown 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Born: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
Name: 
Born: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
Name: 
Born: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
Name: 
Born: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
Name: 
Bom: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
Name: 
Born: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Born: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Born: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
Name: 
Bom: 
Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
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BRR BR BBE BBB BEE BBE BBR BBB 


BBS 


BR 


BBE 
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Husband; Aaron J. Spell 


Born: July 14, 1793 in: Louisana 
Married: 1818 in: St. Tammany Parish, LA 
Died: November 25, 1852 in: Lexington, Holmes County, Mississippi 


Father: John Spell, Jr. 
Mother: Sarah Westcot 


Other Spouses: 
Wife: Jemima Vardaman 
Bom: December 12, 1798 in: Unknown 
Died: August 14, 1852 in: Lexington, Holmes County, Mississippi 


Father: William Vardaman 
Mother: Ann Ayres 
Other Spouses: 


CHILDREN 


1 Name: Ann Spell 
% Bom: August 05, 1822 
F Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 
2 Name; John Spell 
Born: January 29, 1825 
M Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


3 Name: Jeremiah V. Spell 
Born: November 05, 1829 in: 
M Married: in: 
. Died: in: 
Spouse: 
4 Name: Thomas G. Spell 
Born: 1833 in: MS 
M Married: in: 
Died: Unknown in: MS 
Spouse: Margaret S. Morris 
5 Name: Martha E. Spell 
Bom: September 01, 1836 
F Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


BRB 


BBE 


BBB 


6 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


BE 


7 Name: 
Bor: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 

8 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


BBB 


Ba 
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Iam listing belo 
~ immediate family: ~~~" 


"Wife: Margaret — 
; Children: (a) Johannes (an adult away pot home) 
"IBN Ab cae o> ape *2(6) Christopher (a minor), 207+. - 


bait te, whe (©) William! (a minor) se. a7 23 

Bs . (d) Jane Margarite (a minor) : 

date tht a af Rane . ori EE tk al the fone 
diate Ad 9 Satay CE Ske “1(a)- Johannes Vardaniall glee, eee Poue nis Ali Cheah 


Wife: Unknown _-: * 
Children: William (wife Elinor) 


DIELS era , Christopher . 2,.°: (Gok, Ate sae 
aa Jacob © SC ess f HIR S te 


&) Willian Vatdantury ‘ 

Wife: (1) Magdalena Peterson, ae in 1720. 
wiper 7 9(2) ete Tinker ne in Pee) 
* e:Chilren: Hohn) bas § 

William? 
yr Peter 
James 


: (dy Jane Margarite (Margaret) Vardaman . ¢ ~2:32: 3 Gagoi i “ah 
ahh ai Hispend: James Senexon, md.°in ye aa thagece ot 


ihe. sedens 
ee RPE LO CAFE oo Bala cuted gts 
a eae ee ope 


1) We ie no ‘information concerning John'’s son Christopher. it iy erase abs 


hid 12 (2) Johannes’ sons, William and Christopher, remained in Delaware at least through ”_ 
 %°.4 1750. - William was apparently deceased ca 1755. but left a son William of. whom 
we know nothing. This latter William was apparently still in the New Castle 3 area q 


f : whe ne 


: _ enery CAMRY ETT wear A TER a aero, Py tea WOR tal Bes at é 

.. 3) ners son Jacob apparently went to North Carolina ‘where there is a ‘record of < ss 
him in various deeds in Chatham Co. in the 1780s. In addition, a Mary ~ 

Sr oo0 ge bot eT & Virdiman (sic) married an Abner Blanchard .in Hower Co., NC.::We assume 


that this Mary was probably a daughter of Jacob. . wo AP Meith ed caged es 


(4) jonas? ‘son Christopher sold his lands in New Castle, DL, to his brother william 
ued Sa ee | AI88.. Se eae aes, oe oe Malet ea ete eh oa an ees 


Page 7 of 131 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Vardaman Family 


ee wore Bene his son. aon paid taxes in Norfolk ate VA, in 1787. 


ve ee a tte at 


Chesapeake Co., VA, in 1814. “Again, just which Christopher this may be is . 
undetermined, although it is surely not Christopher, son of John’, who mould be | 
over 100 years old ne this time. : 

(7) Johannes and his sons “may have had daughters of whom we know nothing. ae 
(8) William! is known to have had daughters. We know the names of at least two: ~-----~--- 
Maria, baptized in Wilmington, DL, in 1724 and Jemima baptized in what was 
then Goochland Co., VA, in 1741. We are pretty sure that there were more -- 
possibly several more -- tentatively including a Frances, wife of Peter Bennett of . 
Bedford Co, VA. He died in Bedford Co. ca 1788. “Another daughter may have 


: . married a Clements in VA. ‘There was also a Mary Vardaman who married 


Adam Epting who was killed in the Revolutionary War in South Carolina. 


, The ‘above pretty well exhausts our knowledge “of Johannes. ‘and his sons, as well ‘as - ‘our 
2 *knowledge of Christopher, son of John'. . Additional records for these Vardamans has never 
*“- turned up in all of the research done to date. I Pusey that these Lines ee ad out at a 


fairly early date. = SCA mace Mere ee LtcERST GD we STR 


‘Sr HR ewes we ee been eae 


You will note that, CE for the comment about his possible daughters, I have not included -.. 
information for William', son of John'. This is because all of the Vardaman data that has been 
“uncovered, other than that mentioned above, involves him and his descendants and is discussed 
at length in the Commentary on the Deck Letters. aah E % ge ly 


“In all of the correspondence that I have seen, both my own and that of other Vardaman family -“ ve 
researchers, descendants of William’ are involved. At this point I have to bejieve that all of ae. ae 
Vardamans in America today descend from him. : ct 


-* There are so many Williams involved in the Commentaries that even with superscript numbers 

‘3 they are difficult to keep straight. I have listed below a short chart to try to show the _.. 
relationship of the various Williams. Note that I have included only the descendants of _... 
William’, son of John'. William, son of Johannes, and his son William are not included: =<" Ae ie 


> William’, son of John! 1 de 
William?, son of William! aes a 

William’, son of William? toa 

William’, son of William’ 


omer a eran oe 
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Joni, son-of William?-- Soap oe 
see ~ William’; “son “of J ohn? ‘[this 1 is § your Willian 


"James, : son of William! - Sh aye 
. lianas son of James ... 


eG ah ae Ay 
cen ee Ly aH} td. 


The William? heen aoe isa ‘prothisk of my zaa-randtaihers Thomas: A younger brother in in” 
+c this family was Joseph. These three brothers married three Vining sisters, daughters of : 
Shadrack and Pherebe (Ratcliff) Vining: . 


oe William’ married Ruth Vining in Jefferson Co.,GA,ca 1801. , a, 
mee pets Thomas married Annie Vining in Jefferson Co., GA, ca 1803 Tigh 
Fame er -- - Joseph married Rachel Vining in Jefferson Co., GA, ca 1803) rrr i rae 


_ + Annie and Rachel were twins and they married the Vardamatt brothers i ina , double ceremony: 
j ess set ane stage for’a lot of double first cousins. . - a: 
- .- Note the similarity of the above with the situation in the family of William* Vardaman (your 
_ line), where 3 of his daughters married 3 Spell brothers. And this would be in the same - 
A eae 


Bey Porter R. Vardaman married Matilda Roberson in Bibb Co., Al, in 1829 ... - 


EER ee wetter ome 


Rachel Vardaman married Washington Barrett Roberson, date and place unknown . ee 
.h«- . Washington Bennett Vardaman married Elizabeth Roberson in Shelby Co., AL, in 1833. ie 
«+... Epsie D. Vardaman married Thomas Roberson, Jr., in Talladega Co., AL, in 1 


__i:/ All of the above families eventually settled in the same area (Fayetteville, AL). , Can you PS 
+. :. =? Comprehend the "mess" of double first cousins who lived in the same vicinity? .The Thomas ~ 
: Roberson, Jr., family later came to spell their name as "Robinson". ..Why? No one knows. 


_o ~ Tam also enclosing a copy of a letter that I wrote to Sheila Williamson i in Seattle, WA. It may _ 
“iL... have been she that put my name on Prodigy. This letter lists many enclosures. While I am 
: rt ok including some OF these with this letter, 1 have omitted certain others as follows: een 


tow 
Peer 


Number 9 (two leuers from Dorothy Deck) which are ‘ngluded’ in the Deck file enclosed. 


Number 10 (letter from E. P. Moore) regarding name origin. 
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Number u which els sinter speci cally ‘with my line and included | nothing which i is 


ot covered in other enclosed material." an 


* Please’ note the various lists of children of John? and Elizabeth Giceuait Vardaman. if we 2 
* remove Peter’s name nom all of the lists (he was a prone of John’, Rot we son) ihe following” 


i, GE, toe 


- occurs: BEAD PR hat Gato ae A oe? note gs 


Mrs. Hudson’s list is reduced to 10 ; OO ‘ nee 
Mrs. Remund’s list is reduced to 11 ; ‘ES 

Mrs. Tierney’s list is reduced to 11 
Mrs. Tolbert’s list is reduced to 11 


I have skipped Mrs. Gilbert’s list as it contained only 7 names. Also, Sheila Williamson’s list, 


which is not included in my letter to her, contains 12 names also. Her list is the same as Mrs. 


Hudson’s but with the addition of Minnie as a daughter, Her list is meuced to 11 also when ' we 


> ‘Temove Peter. © a 


__ 1 Now, if we add the name of Elizabeth, wife of William Menafee, who has been identified as one y 
* ~_of John? and Elizabeth’s children, but is not included in any of the above lists, we bring Mrs. . ~~~ 


Remund’s, Mrs. Tierney’s, Mrs. Tolbert’s and Sheila’s lists back to the legendary 12 children. ---—-----<=~- 
It also brings Mrs. Hudson’s list to 11. She has not included the child (unnamed) who died as as 


-; an infant and which is included on 3 of the other 4 lists. If we add this infant child to her list -: me 
~-” it brings her total to 12 also. However, ‘if we add this infant to Sheila’s list it increases to 13 === — 
’ instead of 12. Except for this one discrepancy, these lists are quite consistent and agree with © - ~~ 


the various biographies of the Rev. Jeremiah Vardaman which a inelude the information that 
he was the youngest of 12 children. soe 


With regard to the Minnie Vardaman mentioned by Sheila Williamson as a daughter of John: ~ 
She is shown as marrying William Green Clark, July 1,°1785, in Lincoln Co., KY.- At this -»- .- 


_ time, I do not know how to account for her. If she is a daughter of John? and Elizabeth 


(Morgan) Vardaman, she would bring the number of children to 13. She cannot be one of the ee 
4 known daughters in this family as we have the marriage records for 3“and the name of a‘ ~*~: ~~ 
husband for the 4th: 


Mary Magdalene to Simon Cockrell i in 1765 BS te ~ 
Letitia to a McGathy/McGatha ; e: ,. oe 
Jemima to William Pope in 1785 
Elizabeth to William Menafee in 1774 


It is possible that Minnie could be a grand daughter. 


. By the way, you will note that my letter to Sheila identifies both Mrs. Hudson and Mrs. Tolbert ° 
as descendants of William* and Ann (Ayers) Vardaman, the same as you. Both of these ladies © 
- descended through William*’s son, Elijah:._Mrs. Hudson, thru Elijah’s son, Ayers as Sela ‘pe 
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oy ee 


. Mrs. Tolbert did not Baa thru which child of Elijah she descends, , mentioning ord that he = 
_ was her grandfather, 2... ee 2 ke ef ee ee ee eee ee 


~~It is Mrs. Tolbert who has raised the question as to who Elijah’s father may have been. _ She ~: 
believes that it was possibly Amaziah rather than his brother William and bases this on the = 
premise that Amaziah was in the Natchez area as early as 1790. This, of course, is incorrect. 
Amaziah was still in Kentucky in late 1791 when he married Nancy Wright. On the other hand, :. 
we know that William* came to the Natchez area ca 1790. This does not preclude Amaziah”. *~ 
coming to this area at some later date but I believe that all of the known facts lean toward the |. _ - 
conclusion that the Amaziah in Mississippi was at least a generation younger than the Amaziah : ee ed 

- in Kentucky. se cot mee ae 


Although I failed to mention it when discussing the above in my Commentary on Mrs. Kathryne ------ 
Watkins’ letter, there is another item which could point towards the Amaziah in Kentucky not . - 
being the same as the Amaziah in Mississippi. Rev. J. M. Peck in his biography of the life of 

Rev. Jeremiah Vardaman specifically mentions that John’’s son William (this would be William’) 

i removes to the Natchez area. He does not mention Amaziah at all. If the departure of brother 

William for Natchez was worthy of mention, would it not be reasonable to assume that if brother 

- Amaziah had gone to Natchez also, his name would have been included alone with thatofhis | 

_ brother? 


~ Vardaman were apparently staunch Baptists and stalwarts of the Crab Orchard (KY) ee 
==>. =" They are mentioned in the Rev. J. M. Peck’s biography of Jeremiah. Unfortunately, no specific 
years are mentioned in the reference to Amaziah and Morgan to help us place just when these © 
two men were active in this church. : bk ueteeg | aoe 
Now -- to conclude: Edna, I have done very little personal research on the John? Vardaman line . 
“in general and on the Mississippi Vardamans in particular. Most of my information has been’ —- 
*. picked up incidental to my research on other lines. I have long felt the need to dig into the = 
’ Mississippi Vardamans to a greater degree and hope to begin doing so in the not too distant -: ee 
- future. aes . ee Maik. eg 


I was very pleased to get your Spel! family information and the Civil War records of Mississippi “2... . 
Vardamans. I have enough information at present to know that Ayers Augustus Vardaman (born * 
1836) and G. (George) W. Vardaman (born 1843) were sons of Elijah and Margaret (Holliday) 
: Vardaman. I note the records for a G. §., J. W. and J. F. Vardaman but do not know to which; 
a family these men belong at present. I will identify them as soon as I can get to the scenic 
: census records (I hope). 


“jRessiieas to say, the information that I am sending you, will whet your appetite for more and 
* you will probably increase your own effort. Please, please, de not pee! me. I will be very, 
“ very interested i in nae of penyaine you may learn. : a 


a ’ nel a. thay hc ee 
To Ts ave = vere Pars sen memersenrirn ae eaten ot Bae Si a eee 
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observations “that ‘you may have on the enclosed ear “I will do my best to ans “answer “any 


questions” you might ie “Any additional information that you might be able to irises would 


ame Vardaman ee 


361 Wrights Mill'Ct. 
aes GA 30201 
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a Se nee AAT i ae 
w+ .- 3703 Sherwood St... ets 
~:~ ~~ Pascagoula, MS 39581-4651 dtl 8 7s Kiet vee. Yo 


“ ... Dear Edna, ae 


_ Tm sorry that you had to wait for so long to get this package of eaten However, the wait 
be Semee may have worked out to your advantage. 


Prior to receiving your request for information, I had been contacted by a young man in — 
California who also said that he knew little or nothing of Vardaman family history and who 
descended from the same basic branch of the family as you. 


Some years back I had corresponded with a Dorothy Tierney in Louisiana who had furnished 
me a large package of material including 19 letters from a Mrs. Dorothy Deck of Springfield, 
MO. Mrs. Deck descended from the same line as the gentleman i in California so " decided to 
send him copies of her letters. <3 


; However: after copying the letters for him, I decided that I would just be perpetuating a great == 
=~... deal of erroneous information that has been circulating for years regarding Vardaman family ..° ... 
=-+-- . history. As a result I have written a Commentary on these letters in order to set forth the -*° ~-- - 

correct information as we understand it today. Needless to say, this project took some time to. = > 
complete. 


In my files I found a letter from a Mrs. Kathryne Watkins of Hammond, LA, to a Mr. Guy 

Vining (deceased) of Hurtsboro, AL, which bears directly on your line. I have written a 
Commentary on that letter also. Both sets of letters together wath ihe mmentaries are 
enclosed.  * eee 


In order to get you started properly I will provide a little preliminary information in this letter. 


The earliest record that we have located for a Vardaman (however spelled) in America is the will 
of John Vardaman of New Castle Co., Delaware, dated in 1714. Since no prior record of a 
Vardaman (however spelled) can be found in colonial records, we conclude that this John was 
the original emigrant to the New World from Europe. Allowing for certain explainable errors 
with regard to generations and dates in the various Jeremiah Vardaman biographies provides 

: ‘further confirmation of this conclusion. : Se uae . i bBo cnt 


Because there are so many Johns and Williams to which to refer, | have added superscripts to 
these two names in order to differentiate between them and to avoid confusion. 


sh : ae ae nonce ae eon 
cc res 
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APTIST HISTORY AND Heattag 
bof. at 
: October, (FFE 
of these folk hynins“and spirituals | isa 
an hymnals published in recent years, 
4armony is still used in singings but on ° 
‘n Harmony was carried by settlers from 
and in 1884 a “Big Singing” was estab- 
Southern Harmony singing has been in 
s, meeting each fourth Sunday in May, 
‘oth anniversary in 1985. Baptists of the 
vuthern Harmony and The Sacred Harp, 
nnists have written hymns that have 
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1A Restored Baptist Treasure: 
Portrait of Jeremiah Vardeman, 1775-1842 


Ronald F. Deering 


In decorating the president's home at the Southern Baptist Theological 


- Seminary, a goal has been to use Baptist historical items as much as possible. 


hymunals, the repertory of folk hymns: ” 


Vhite, E. J. King, and John G, McCurry 
ad stream of present-day congregational 


nymnology, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
of a paper prepared for the Hymnody Symposium at 


Vorth, Texas, June 6, 1985. _ 
*et to Editor, Musical Million, XI:13S, September, 1880. 
* Musical Million, VU:LF, January, 1876. 

+ based on Harry Eskew’s “The Life and Work of Wiliam 
'» Baptist Theological Seminary, 1960), which refers to 


ruanburg: A Hisdsry, 1839-1982 (Spartanburg. $C: Fint 
th valuable in many respects, erroneously credits Waler 
tuthern Harmony” (unpublished MLCM. thesis, Southern 


he Southern Uplands (Chapel Hill: University of Nosth 
-olklore Associates, 3964; New York: Dover Publications, 


atist Convention meeting, for the Convention minutes do 
aol 


by Walker was made several years before his Suthers 
ams’ Music Book: A Manuscript Predecessor of Willa 


ey ae peesent-da eapalieel 
“formance style in t-day singings, see 
(unpublished Ph.D, dissert 


Study of Performance Style” 

iphia: E. W. Miller and William Walker, 1667). p. til 
Encyclopedia of Southern Baplists, 1982, IV, 2451 

see Harry Eskew, “William Walker's Southern Haruesy 
volume of essays in honor of Gilbert Chase by 


uthern Harmony can be obtained from Glenn Wilcow, P.0. 
ke Cluster of Jesee Mercer (Macon, GA: Renaissance Pres 


-+ first published in Southern Harmony is WONDROS 3 


- Though not so eredited in Baptist Hymnal, THE 
edition of Ssulkern Harmony. 


In the course of these efforts, there was discovered in the James P. Boyce 
Centennial Library a long-neglected historical portrait. At first sight, the 
painting appeared to be hopelessly lost. It was covered with grime, the frame 
had badly deteriorated, there were scratches on the painting, and tears and 
even a sizable hole in the background marred the canvas. 

’ Upon investigation, however, this badly deteriorated painting turned 
out to be a veritable Baptist historical treasure. It proved to be a long lost 
painting of the venerable Jeremiah Vardeman. Douglas A. Eisele, president 
of Old World Restorations, Inc. of Cincinnati, Ohio, was contacted. After 
examining the painting, he indicated that it would be possible to restore both 


it and its frame to their original beauty, and to preserve them permanently, ~~” 


'* using state-of-the-art professional museum techniques. Through generous 


contributions of Jeremiah Vardaman, director of the Cobb Institute of -> = 


Archaeology at Mississippi State University, and other lateral and direct de- 
scendants of the earlier Jeremiah Vardeman, the painting and frame were 
thoroughly restored to magnificent beauty. They now grace a prominent 
place in the dining room of the president’s home. 

Perhaps even more important than its aesthetic and artistic values are 
the painting’s historical importances. 

Jeremiah Vardeman, born in Wythe County, Virginia, on july 8, 1775, 
was moved to Crab Orchard, Kentucky, in the autumn of 1779. There he 


grew up in pioneer Kentucky and became a great outdoorsman. Having ~~ -- 


made a profession of faith about 1792 in Cedar Creek Baptist Church (later 
called Crab Orchard Baptist Church) at age seventeen, he was largely inac- 
tive in Christian work, and in fact became disinterested. Soon after marrying 
Elizabeth James, he moved to Pulaski County. There, however, he had an 
experience of rededication as a fruit of the ministry of a blind and unedu- 
cated preacher, Thomas Hansford. Hereafter, having been ordained in 1801, 
he moved to Lincoln County and into a preaching and evangelistic ministry 
which marked him as one of the greatest ministers of his and all times. It is 


said that eight thousand persons were converted as a direct result of his =~: 
ministry. His preaching has been compared to that of Jonathan Edwards and | 


George Whitefield. 


He served as pastor of Cedar Creek Baptist Church from 1802 eat = 


1810 and purchased a small farm near Stanford in 1804. In 1810 he was 
called as pastor of David's Fork Baptist Church near Lexington. He led 


~ extensive revivals in this area and maintained a pastoral relation to this and 
several other churches in the area until 1830. About 1815-16, he is said to ~~~ 
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have organized churches at Bardstown and Lexington, and the First Baptist 
Church of Louisville, which later became a part of thé’present-day Walnut 
_ Street Baptist Church. In 1818 the first of his three wives, ‘the mother. of 
their eleven children, died in childbirth. On July 22, 1820,-following six 
weeks of revival services, he helped organize the First Baptist Church of 
_ Nashville, Tennessee. In 1821 he married his second wife, Elizabeth Bryan, 


a who bore him one son and died in 1822. His third wife, Lucy Bullock, was 
married to him in 1823, and became the mother of four more of his 
children. Mn ee 


Restored Portrait of Jeremiah Vardeman ~ 


~~ ~~ In 1828 another of his revivals, in Cincinnati, Ohio, resulted in over on: 
"hundred conversions. In 1830 Vardeman moved to Ralls County, Missour 
** and-soon helped organize the Baptist church in Palmyra, and several other 
as well. In August, 1834, he served as moderator of the first meeting © 
:< what later became the Missouri Baptist Convention. On May 8, 1842, at El! 
** Lick Springs, Missouri, he died in his sixty-seventh year. And in’ 1985, th 
“Sikeness of this historic Baptist minister was renewed and permanently pre 
_ served as a restored Baptist treasure: OS aa 


,Endnote Sn eG 
~ Ronald F: Deering is librarian, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. 
~ The material for this article was gathered from the following sources: or 
Kimbrough, B. T. The History of the Walnut Strect Baptist Church, Louisville, Kentuc uisville: Waln' 

“Street Baptist Church, 1949. Hed Saar syeeS by ‘ 

Link, W. C., Jr. “Vardeman, Jeremiah,” Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists, 1958, Il, 1,442. 

Masters, Frank M. A History of Baptists in Kentucky. Louisville: Kentucky Baptist Historical Society, 195 

«May, Lynn E., Jr. The First Baptist Church of Nashville, Tennessee, 1820-1970, Nashville: First Bap? 
~. 7 Church, 1970. se omit a 

Peck, J. M. “Rev. Jeremiah Vardeman, 

~~ Spencer, J. H. A History of Kentucky 
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Wye Mistortcal esearch Genter ™ 


Family Name History 


DARDAMAN 


Dardaman is an angliciaed rendering of the German family name 
Nardemann”, which is classified as being of habitation name origin. When 
family names are defined as "habitabion” in origin they refer us to the 
residence or home of the progenitor or founder of the family. ‘Che name may © eis 
indicate that the original bearer displayed a sign or engraving over the door”, oe 
of his residence or it may tell us that this person's residence was Located 
in a particular town or village or indeed that it was located by some 
distinguishing geographical ox topographical feakure. Che family name 
Mardemann originally denoted one who dwelled on an island, peninsula or river 
bank. Dariants of the surname Wardemann include "Mardermann”, "Merdemann” 
and "erder”. One of the earliest references to this name or to a variant 
is a record of one "Jakob Merdemann”, who was a resident of Jiiterbog in the 
year 1455. However, research is of course ongoing and this name may have 
been borumented even earlier than the dake indicated above. Onomastic 
research shows that fixed hereditary family names were first employed in 
southern Germany in the twelfth century. Chis practice of adopting a 
distinguishing name which was rekained From ane generation to the nexk 
gradually expanded to include all German speaking areas. It was however not 
unkil the sixteenth century that we can categorically say that the vast 
Majority of Germans bore a family name that had been borne by their father. 

Chis name was introduced to North America as early as 1798, in which 
year we find a record of the naturaliaakion of John Dardeman in the berritory 
of Mississippi. Che name could of course have been firsk introduced to that 
tounkry at an earlier date. Co date, there is no record of a coak of arms 


associaked with this surname. Cherefore the arms of Germany are described 
below. 


BLAZON OF ARMS: Or, an eagle displayed sable, 
heaked, langued and membered 
gules. Piha att i 0 = 
Cranslakion: The eagle has been a symbol of soe ic ee 
the German state since 1100. : : 
ORIGIN: GERMANY 
a penaalogicel 


tous, 
form O° erry modified into 

under the copyright laws of the U.5.A,, tha United Kingdom, kelend, Germany, Caneds, Austais, Spon, South Abice ond ebewhere. © 

1908, 1997, 1988, 1889, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1983. Document design © HAC 1905, 1987, 1988, 1909, 1990, 1991, 1982, 1999. 
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In’ the name Sod Goa Anon the npenty east aay of Mobruary: one eo 


thousand “seven “hundyed and’ “Eighty” three_ I Willian Vardemin ‘of. . 
Ninety’ aix Distriat in the Btate of South Carolina Farmer being an 


SuEiEEnianname ee es ge a ee ee 


in Good: heath and perfect mind and memory thanks be to God’ 
—taere- fore canting: vaio mind the mortality Of By 2 ‘Body and ~ 


knowing that it is appointed for all men omce to die, Do mites 


ji) + and ordain thie, my Lest will and Testament that ts. to_say 
: that prinoepally: and first of all T Give & recommend my Soul - 


w= treme nen Peperernoens wr ee ee 


"into ‘the ‘hands of God that Gave it, and and for ny. Body I 
- recommend to the Barth to be buried in. a Christian miner and aa 
ee at the the Discretion of my Exeoutor. ‘my younger son 


“James: Vardeman nothing doubting -but the General Resurrection — 


ae Shall receive the: sexe. again though the. mighty power of 
Got | as. touching worldly Estate as it has been pleas God to 
| plefs Be with in this life I give and. Devise all my worldly 
) Eetate in, the following manner and form: Imprimis I give and 
‘Bequeath urito niadenslFaheloie Drreweamnigeers 
. furniture laid indur ing’) 
ced and Desire that agmed 


; ee should receive no ‘more of my Estate than one Shilling. 
be Sterling, vy reason that heabhanalrendy=ReatyoRVsvIVeOETON ” 


aes Give: “and: Baqueath unto Seon ena 

| the plantation that I naw live on Rontepning on one hundred iS : 
| Acres begun on the Hunting fork the waters: ‘of Enoree & fork ok 
of Indian Creek Containing onp hundred Aores and bane my a 

sonal Batata” after my decease I Give unto To hin hie Heirs” and - 


Aste for. ever Bequeath unto: my’ son Jainee’ Vardeman, 1 there 


r 
“ -- . ‘ e : 12 
PE ian seer ae : ee ‘ ; nt et oh sit ait ear iy os 
= Ces iea spar Pomerat peter, Maden acer cena cee agen bette te oar oe ahaa ecisnsW geese pute feo 


4 
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NOTES by J.H. VARDAMAN 
oa = anaes = 


on the me a8 oe a ee 


” BIOGRAPHY _ OF PARTHENIA "ANTOINETTE VARDAMAN HAGUE - 


oo (As published in the HISTORY of ALABAMA and DICTIONARY OF ‘ALABAMA 
BIOGRAPHIES (VOLUME IIT) by THOMAS HcADORY OWEN) — : 


KEKKK 


Based on my independent research, I have identified several. errors 
er distortions in the ancestry of Parthenia Antoinette Vardaman wis Sfeoce) 


Hague as published in her biography in the History of Alabama and =: | 
Dictionary of Alabam Bio raphies (Volume III), by Thomas McAdory ee 


Owen, as follows: ; eects 


(1) Thomas Butts Vardaman, born ca 1815, was not a native of -- ¢§*.:: 
: Jasper County, Georgia. In fact, he probably never lived in that. * 
county. There is no town of Newton in Jasper County, GA. There 
is, however, a county of Newton (established in 1821) which borders 
Jasper County to the north. County records tell us that Thomas's 
ae father, Joseph Vardaman (or Vardeman), was in Morgan County, GA, 
: ~.-just to the east of Newton County, as early as 1809 and was a ~°* ::: 
: Justice of the Peace in Morgan County from 1813 to 1817 (the period | 
wee during which Thomas was born). I believe that this firmly BS 
establishes that Thomas was born in Morgan Co., GA. ease we ae 


(2) According to county records, Thomas Butts Vardeman was never = 

Sheriff of Harris County. However, his father, Joseph Vardeman, | 
o's was sheriff of Harris County in 1846, as well as county tax oo 

receiver in 1851 and tax collector in 1853. — a 


(3) I have no idea as to how the name “Knox” enters into Rachel 

Vining's ancestry. Her father was Shadrack Vining, son of John 

Vining and Sarah Ratcliffe. John Vining was a son of William -. 
ww "= Vining and Anna Nichols. At this point the Vining line is somewhat . 
confused, there being two primary possibilities. Neither | ak 
possibility, which can then be taken back several more generations, 77.2) 
includes the name "Knox". Rachel's mother was Pherebe Ratcliffe, 5 
daughter of Benjamin Ratcliffe and Jeanne Porter Jeanne was the 
daughter of Nicholas Porter and Elizabeth Cresswell. Since 
Benjamin Ratcliffe (Pherebe's father) and Sarah Ratcliffe © < 
(Shadrack's mother) were brother and sister, Pherebe and Shadrack 


pss were first cousins. 


a! In view of the above, there is no "Knox" in a reasonable generation 
ae gap of Rachel. Parthenia's mother was Emily Adeline Evans. Oo sce ane oe 
mes, daughter of David Evans and Rhoda Milner. While I have done no ae 
research on either of these lines, if there is a "Knox™ in 

Parthenia's ancestry I would guess that it would come from chia: Mee bees ah 


ae side of her family. 


(4) While we have no opeoae: seseph Vardeman' s ancestry was 
: probably German rather than Dutch. This seems to be a common — 
ary mistake made by various historians regarding the Vardaman 


Page 19 of 131 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Vardaman Family 


(2) : os 


=~: (Vardeman) line. It is probably cae result of this line of 22 
yc Vardamans being from a rather broad area of Newberry County,- SC, -=2 
known as "Dutch Fork". This area was originally settled by a group 
i... , Cf Germans~(not including the Vardamans who migrated to this area™ 
~~." Vater from Virginia). The name "Dutch" Fork is derived from ‘the 


"~~" “word "Deutschland", the German word for ceed ae ee 


~ 6e STS ral nate 


(5) Rachel Vining was not from scot rand, ehehbiees some of far 
: ancestors could have been. "Knox" is, of course, a good Scottish | 
; name, except, as explained above, we don't now how it might fit 


into her ancestry. 


oe : ; 1 


The 1850 Census indicates that Rachel was born in SC, svneeon Wye ae 
this, too, I believe to be in error. Shadrack Vining's father, =.--* -.-- 
John Vining, was originally from Massachusetts but migrated to ~~ eri 
Johnston County, NC, with his family before the Revolutionary War. - 
Pherebe Ratcliffe was apparently born in either Virginia or North 
Carolina. Shadrack and Pherebe were married in Johnston County, 
NC, April 13, 1778. We believe that of their 15 children, the 
first 7 (including Rachel) were born in N.C. We are not sure when 
the family came to Georgia so are not sure where the next 3 or 4 
were born. The last 4 were assuredly born in Georgia. 
We have no records indicating that Shadrack and Pherebe ever lived : 
in sc, although his uncle, Jesse Vining, did. On the other hand, 77 Sv 
-_ available records do not preclude his having lived in sc fora ss ..; 
‘short period of time before arriving in Georgia. © = 


* oe Be eg: 


+ 


— Shadrack's uncle, Tapthe Vining, was a renowned Baptist minister of ; 
ate the Revolutionary War period and the years following. He was «2% 
especially active in Burke County, GA (established in 1777). *#~ 
Jeptha Vining is considered, along with Jesse Mercer, to be one of — 
the founding fathers of Georgia Baptists. Jefferson County, GA, — 
the home of Shadrack and Pherebe Vining, was created from. a Pore Eon. 


of Burke CounEy in 1796. . : ie 


t 
+ 


ADDENDUM: According to other records, Parthenia was a gaverneeece Lica. 
for a wealthy Alabama planter who lived near Eufaula in Barbour ee 
County, AL, during the Civil War years. She married penold: Hague 

of England in 1872 and later lived in Florida. 
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District, S. CG, and brought when young to 
Alabama; grandson of Zachariah and Nancy 
Hagood, who removed to Jefferson County, and 
Hved near Mt. Pinson, and of John and Jane 
(Caddie) Hale, of Monticello, Ky. His great- 
grandparents are believed to have HMved aad 
died in Pickens District. Mr, Hagood was edu- 
cated in the common schools of Jefferson 
County. He served through the War of Se- 
cession ag ist Meutenant, Co. C, 19th Alabama 
infantry regiment. He was sheriff of Jeffer- 
son County, 1874-7, and acting sheriff, 1880-84. 
He was a Methodist. Married: April 10, 1866, 
at Hlyton, to America, daughter of William 
Alfred and Corilla (Porter) Walker, of that 
place. Children: 1, Robert Willlam, m. Emily 
Dubols, resides !n Portland, Ore.; 2. Corilla, 
m. Willlam Bethea, Birmingham; 3. Margaret, 
m. Lee Kitchel Terrell, of Birmingham; 4. 
Laura, m. George Shafer O'Neal, of Birming- 
ham; § Lucy, m. Daniel Holt Smith, of Macon, 
Ga.; 6, Rufus Hansom, of Birmingham. Resi- 
dence: Birmingham. 


HAGUE, JOHN, soldier of the American 
Revolution, 

“‘*an Ory Sonpimm Farren.—Mr. Joha Hague, 
aged (we understand), ninety-three years, died 
in Nashville, oa the 13th inst. Mr. Hague was 
a native of Germany. He came to America 
in company with Lafayette, and fought in the 
Revolutionary War In ald of our country’s 
independence. He was one of Lafayatte’s light 
guard. When this distinguished chieftain 
‘visited America, and passed through Nash- 
ville in 1824, Mr. Hague, who then resided in 
Huntsville, Alabama, came on foot, more than 
a hundred miles, to meet once more his old 
general, We are told by those who were pres- 
ent at their meeting, that it was a moment of 
thrilling interest. Mr. Hague threw himself 
suddenly and unexpectedly before Lafayette; 
the goneral immediately recognized him, and 
with a familiar tone, exclaimed, “Why, John, 
is this you!” and in a moment they were closely 
embraced In each other’s arms. 

“Mr. Hague was for more than fifty years 

a devoted Christian, and faithful member of 
the Methodist Episcopa] ‘Church. 
“te died triumphantly. His funeral was 
attended by an immense concourse. He was 
buried with military honors,’ "—Independent 
Monitor, Tuscaloosa, Ala., Aug. 11, 1841. 

The following further reference to this old 
soldier is noted, evidently taken from a Nash~- 
ville paper: 

“During the visit, short as it was, of Gen. 
Lafayette to this place [Nushville], many in- 
eldents occurred, calculated to touch the foel- 
ings and awaken the sensibility of all who 
witnessed them. From among the number 
which have been deserfbed to us, we select 
-the following: 

“An old ‘revolutionaire’ named Hagy, a Ger- 
“* man by birth, who came to America in the 
same vessel with Gen. Lafayette, In 1777, and 
served with him during the greater part of 
the war, had travelled hither on foot from 
Huntsville to greet the ‘Nation's Guest.’ Their 
meeting under our civic arch was most cor- 
. dial. Hagy repeatedly embraced and klased 


DICTIONARY OF ALABAMA BIOGRAPHY 


his old commander."—Southern ~~Advocate; 
Huntsville, Ala., May 27, 1825. Bsa 


of Thomas Butts and Emily Adeline (Evans) 
Vardaman, the former a native of Newton, 
Jasper County, Ga., who lived at Hamilton, Ga., 
and served as high sheriff of Harris County; 
granddaughter of Col. Joseph and Rachel Vin- 
ing (Knot) Varduman, who lved at Hamilton, ~~ 
Harris County, Ga., the former whose ances- 
tors came from the Netherlands, and the latter 
a native of Scotland and a lineal descendant 
of John Knox, of Scotlund, and of David and 
Rhoda (Milner) Eyans, of Hamilton, Ca., the 
formor of Welsh descent, and the latter of Vir- 
ginia stock, and a relative of Lord Milner of 
England; great-grandduughter of Jerome Mil- 
ner who fought for seven years on the side of 
the colonial army in the Reyolutlonary War. 
Mrs. Hague was reared in Harris County, Ga., 
and finished her education in the Hamilton 
female college, in that county. She moved to 
Alabama and Hved in that state during the 
War of Secession and for many years after-__ 
ward. During her stay in Alabama she gath-.-: 
ered the material for her book, “A Blockuded 
Family,” published In 1888, by Houghton Miillin © = 
Company, Cambridge, Mass. The book was en- -- 
dorsed personally by Jefferson Davis and Gen. =: 
Beauregard. Mrs. Hague was also author of... 
an article in the Atlanta “Constitution,” de-° 
scribing the fight with the Indfans at the 
Chaliblee (Calebee) Swamp In Alabama. Mar- 
tied; to My. Hague. Her husband and her only 
remaining son died within five weeks of each 
other. Residence: Tampa, Fla. 


HAILE, COLUMBUS, railway official, a na- 
tive and for sonie time a resident of Alabama, 
was born September 8, 1860, at Carlowville, 
Dallas County; son of Columbus and Aun --- 
Louisa (McCaa) Haile, both of Kershaw Dis- ~~ 
trict, S. C., but later residents of Dallas 
County; grandson of Benjamin and Amelia ~* 
(Blakeney) Haile, and Dr. John and Amelia 
(Boykin) McCaa, all of Camden, S.C. He at- 
tended the Male academy ot Staunton, Va.; 
Hampden-Sidney college, 1875-77, and the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, 1877-78. He began rail- 
way service with the Houston and Texas cen- 
tral railroad, 1880, and rose rapidly; is at 
present vice-president and traffic manager of 
the Missourt, Kansas and Texas railway com- 
pany. Marrled: December 25, 1883, at Pales- 
tino, Texas, to Tempo, daughter of James 
Monroe and Hunnah liza (Jackson) Perry, 
of that place. Children: 1. Tempe, d. in fu- 
fancy; 2, Columbus, d. in infaney; 3. Colum- 
bus, m. Sue Lewis Bell, resides In Dallas, 
Tex.: 4, Elise. Residence; St. Louls, Mo. ~ - 


HAILS, GEORGE WILLOUCGHRBY, planter, -:. 


ia 


was born jn 1811, in Columbia, S. C., and died daeshtees! 


in 1865; son of Capt. Robert Hails, a planter 
near the Santee River in South Carolina, and 
an earnest supporter of Colonial forces, who 
raised for the Revolutionary War a company 
of partisan rangers at his own expense and 
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NOTES by J. H.-° VARDAMAN, - -- Tas 
ie Mepen 31, 1990 eres 


ane be ‘on the ne . PES, Gee meow el aout ae AE ey. TE 


BIOGRAPHY OF. JOHN FE. -VARDAMAN Sram wet eee ad, 


Sogo ye eres ecatta 


(As published in the: MEMORIAL RECORD OF _BLABAMA, VOLUME. ae 


KKKKK 


Based on my independent research, I have identified several errors _ 
or discrepancies in the Biography of John F. Vardaman as published .. © 
in the Memorial Record of Alabama, Volume I, as follows: 


(1) While the Vardaman family could possibly be of German descent, 
os there exists credible published information that the family is of 
sae _Swedish origin instead. This is a moot point at present. 


' > 6 (2))—sOAs) evidenced in the will of William Vardaman of Newberry 

Pee County, SC, ca 1789, there were four Vardaman brothers rather than 
fia three. The eldest brother, John, is not MeneLenEs in cnhe 
ne biography. - 


*" (3) ‘The elder William may have been a son of a John Gieweqneay 
_ Ver-de-man of Apoquininny (Apoquinimunk ) Creek, Delaware, who died 
"ca 1714. “Among this John's surviving” minor “children was a son. 
named William. In any event, the William of the SC will appears in ~ 
colonial Virginia records as early as 1735, and in most cases his 
Mame appears as Verdiman. A court deposition in Pittsylvania Co., --~--- 
-VA, in 1758, refers to “old William Verdiman, aged about 60 ". : 


(4) In view of the above, it seems clear that the sons-of the _°. 
“s - - elder William Vardaman - John, William (Jr.), Peter and James - did 
~'?"" = not come to America from Europe but were all born here in colonial © 
os" "America. The latter three were most assuredly born in’ Virginia.———— 
The eldest, John, was also probably born in Virginia but may have ~“""’ 
been born in Delaware instead. The elder William could very well ©. 


have been born in Europe and migrated to America with his father. 


‘2* + (4) Eldest son John first resided in Virginia but later migrated | as 
es to what is now Kentucky, helping to open up that-.area for . - 
“~~ settlement. He raised a large family which spread to the west and ( 
“ * south. Peter can be found in Virginia until sometime after the 
Fr Revolutionary War when he, too, migrated westward to Kentucky. The ~~ 
elder William came to old Ninety-six District (now Newberry oe 
County), SC, from the Bedford County area of Virginia in 1766, 
together with his then wife and youngest son, James. The other 

son, William (Jr.), who, up until the move to SC, had remained 
close to his father, also remained in the Bedford County area of 
Virginia until after the Revolutionary War and then apparently 
ro" moved into the Wilkes County, GA, area where he appears ca -1783.-— 


ee 
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(5) ="puteh’ Pork" Was” theT name Stigiael is applica ‘to_the area where -. 
. the. Saluda .-and -Broad_ Rivers --meet, <much —to =the = south ‘-of =the 
conjunction ‘of the Enoree and Broad Rivers. - However,-the ‘Vardaman 
“lands were located on Hunting Fork of Indian Creek, a tributary 6f 
‘the~Enoree River; neat where the Enoreé empties into the Broad 
<> River. This-area could. have been said to be included “on the far% 
- northern edge of "Dutch Fork". “In 1766 when the’ Vardamans’ first 37°.” 
- > arrived in SC, this area was part of a very ill defined Craven © - 
ae County. It was later included as part of old Ninety-six District |: 
- and in 1782 became a part of newly created Newberry County. , 


. °° (6) In view of the above it was James Vardaman who settled in the 
~-~re7 oo: 6Dutch Fork area of SC, not his descendants. As we will see below,” — 
3 James" sons moved on to Georgia where they settled for a time 
- before eye of them moved on to Alabama. 
~- (7) According to. Vining family records, Thomas and Ann were 
married in 1804 rather than 1801, in a double ceremony with Thomas' 
brother Joseph and Ann's twin sister, Rachel. William Vardaman, an 
- older brother of Thomas and Joseph, had previously married Ruth 
: : Vining in 1801. Ruth was an elder sister of the twins, Ann and 
~ ... Rachel. ‘ : 


(8) There is no evidence that Thomas Vardaman ever lived in Jasper - --- 
.. County; GA. Certainly his son, E. L., was not born there. At the :- 
> time of E. L.'s birth in 1804-05, the area which now comprises 
Jasper County, GA, was unsettled Creek Indian land. This territory * 
=--was obtained. from the Creeks in 1805 and added to. palLauae: County” 
i: which had just been formed in 1803. Peas 


E. L. was also not born in Newberry County, SC. . The biography... 
Tore ses" contradicts itself in this respect stating that he was born in both -- 
+‘Newberry ne Sc, and in Jasper County, GA, - neither of which 
is correct.-.-However, his father, Thomas Vardaman; was born in 
Ninety-six District. sc, in that portion that later became Newberry ~~ 
SOUREYS : ee : 


a eased on the known whereabouts of E. L.'s father, .Thomas, in 1805, 
'u.ic.E. LD. was, in all probability, born in Jefferson County, GA. 


.axv (9) The movements of Thomas Vardaman as set forth in the biography _ 

. 3 < eannot be correct. We know that he married in Jefferson Co., GA, :- 
vot + in 1804 and was still there in 1805 when he won a prize in the 1805 ~~ 
4. ? Georgia Land Lottery. A short time later in 1809 both Thomas and - 
‘'.  . his. brother Joseph were in Morgan County, GA, and by 1811 Thomas” 
“"3:° was in Putnam County where he remained until the late 1820s when he - 
>. moved to Meriwether County. Both Morgan and Putnam Counties, as, : 
well as Jasper and Jones Counties, were formed from the territory | |. 
.. Obtained from the Creeks in 1805 and 1807. : tye 
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~The. a “of. 1827 for. tie move to. “Meriwether ~ rcouney *Gahnot™ “be” 
© eorrect. Records of the Crooked Creek ‘Baptist Church -in’ Putnait™ 
~ County ~~show—that~both ~Ann —and—-Thomas —as —wel 1—as-——two—of._their... 
~i7z7 > daughters joined this Church in 1828.-- The Church records further 
woiws--- indicate that these members were dismissed from the .Church in_ 
February, 1929. This usually denoted a move away from the area. 
Also, Thomas was still returning taxes in Putnam County in 1828.°*- 
In view of this, the time of the move to Meriwether County wouta’ 
seem to be 1829 rather than 1827. The 1836 date for the move to 


Coosa County, AL, is probably correct. 


(10) E. L. Vardaman and Lucinda Mauk were married January 6, 1825, 
(not 1824), by the Rev. Richard Pace, Pastor of the Crooked Creek — 
“+--+ Baptist Church in Putnam County, GA. I have a copy of the actual 
marriage record. 


(11) The biography tetas that John F. Vardaman was Superintendent 
of Education for Coosa County, AL, in 1890. However, George 
Brewer's History of Coosa County, Alabama “indicates that he was 
Superintendent in 1894-96 and again in 1898-1900. This History 
indicates that a Tt. J. Pendleton was Superintendent from 1876 to a 
- 1892. : ree te 


sie 


ere is somewhat puzzling aaa I wonder if, in thee: case, ae is the 
~ History that is in error rather than the biography, for .the 
-following reason: -- eee ee ae 4 ie 


ated te : = 7 es 5 ar et ee 


The biography indicates that John F.'s second son, John W. A. 

Vardaman is still at home with his father at the time the 
pe See € biography was written. Yet we know that by 1893 John W. A.- .- — 
; ot had left home and moved to Lafayette in Chambers County, AL, ; 
where he studied law under Dr. McNeill at Lafayette College. 
A short time later he became Clerk of the County Probate. * 
Court. This would tend to place the writing of the biography - * 
sometime prior to 1893, which would be prior to the dates Of 3 
John F.'s tenure as Superintendent (1894-96 and 1898-1900) as —- 
Shown in Brewer’s History. Yet the biograptry clearly states ;:* 
that he was elected County Superintendent of Education in .-° 43 
1890. Be Gat es 


John F. .Vardaman, in all likelihood, served as '-County 
Superintendent of Education from 1890-1896 and 1898-1900. 


J. H. Vardaman’ * 
361 Wright's Mill ct. 
-Bipharetta, ce 30201 


2285 “ - ad, 


ae ° aaa So ae “Revised Juné-21;- 1992- ae 
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, PERSONAL MEMOIRS—COOSA COUNTY. 


Was ‘private sad he was ordained in 1886. “In .1885_he was called . ia a 
group of churches near Marion, ‘Ala., and after a year ‘he Was'called tova 
point near Anniston. After a five years’ service here hé removed ‘to 
Good Water, where he has charge of & group of churches. ‘Wherever -he 
“iS "preached he has been successful aud popular, and when he has lef 
it has been against the wishes of the people. He was mgrriéd July~13; 
1871, near Bridgeville, Pickens county, Als., to Kittie Duncan.~ To this - 
marriage there were no children. 
1, 1874, ab Warsaw, Ala. to Sarah EH. Stanton, by whom he has three 
children, viz.: Lillie Laura, Willie G. and Mary S. Politically Rev. Mr. 
Spence is a democrat, and has never scratched a ticket, and while not an 
active politician he takes an active interest in the success of his party. 
Ho also still talkes considerable interest in journalism, and writes frequent 


articles for the secular, as well as the religious press.. 
: AN} planter, of Good Water, Ala., Is a son of EH. L.- 


aad Lactada K. (Mauk) Vardaman. The Vardaman family is of German 
descent, three brothers, Peter, James and William, coming to America in 
tle carly part of tho eighteenth century, Peter settling in Virginia, Will- 
jum in Kentucky and James in South Carolina, The descendants of James 


He married the second time, January”: 


settled in the fork of the Broad and Hanoree rivers—callod Dutch Fork—_ 


in what was then Newberry district, in South Carolina, a colony of Ger- 
mans having settled there. The grandfather of John F. Vardaman, 
Thomas Vardaman, was a son of James Vardaman, and was born in Dutch 
Fork about 1777, and married Annie Vining in Jefferson county, Ga., in 


' 1801, and moved into Jasper county, Ga., whore C. L. was born in 1804. 


He then moved to Jefferson county, Ga., in 1805, to Putnam county, Ga. 
in 1807, and to Meriwether county, Ga., in 1827, back to Dutch Fork, and 
finally to Alabama in 1836, settling in Coosa county, where he died in 1857. 
E. L. Vardaman was born in Newberry district, South Carolina, and was 


married in Putnam county, Ga., to Lucinda K. Mauk, on the 6th day of - 
~ January, 1 


824, settling three years thereafter in Meriwether county, Ga, 
where he lived until the winter of 1848-9. He then came to Alabama. 


Mr, Varduman remembers that year, 1849, as the year of the great April © 


frost, which destroyed a great deal of vegetation and growing crops. He, 
EE, L. Vardaman, represented Meriwether county in the Georgia legisla- 


ture in 1847, and when he moved to Alabama located first in the north-~” 


western part of Tallapoosa county, and afterward moved to Coosa county, 
and still later to Clay county, where he died in July, 1878. He had thirteen 
children, seven of whom are now living, viz.: Cynthia M., of Clay county, 
widow of Kenney M. Hannan, of Tallapoosa county, Ala.; 
wife of George V. House of Clay county, Ala.; Mary B., wife of Edward 
M. Adair of Clay county; John F., Zilpha T., wifa of J, M. L. McPhail, 


; William F. 


Clay county; Meinda, Minerva and, Nancy died while young; 
He was a 


was killed at the battle of Williamsburg, Va., May 5, 1862. 


a 


Frances C., - 


Annie L., wife of B. F. Lukery' of - a 
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744 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA. 


Re Ra RU NaN ; 
private soldier in company A, Fourteenth Alabama infantry; James M., 
was \iNled below Petersburg, March 30, 1805, He was a private soldier 
in company C, Sixtieth Alabama infantry; Mielda V., wife of I. T. Kil- 
patrick, died in January, 1984, leavirig a large family of children, all 
married, except a boy anda girl, Mrs. Lucinda K. Vardaman died in 
March, 1862, ond in 1804, E. L. Vardaman was again married, this time to 
Miss Martha A. Conway, who has no children, and is yet living in Chilton 
county, Ala, John F, Vardaman was born May 19, 1885, in Meriwether 
county, Ga, 
minority, but at twenty, and afterward, he attendea school a portion of 
each year, forfour years. He began to teach school in 1859, and in 1861 
he left the school room to enter the army, enlisting first as a twolve 
months’ man, und afterward joined company C, in the cavalry battalion of 
Hilliard’s Alabama legion. At first he saw service in Tennessee. He was 
at Chickamauga, Knoxville, Bean Station and Strawberry Plains. He 
was a courier at the time of Bragg’s invasion into Kentucky, Before the 
_ Georgia campaign he was ordered to Virginia, where he served during 
the rest of the war, being at Appomattox at the time of Lee's surrender. 
Returning home from war he became engaged in farming . and teaching, 
and has been thus engaged ever since. He was married December 21, 
18635, to Miss Julia Flynn, of Coosu county, Ala., by whom he has four 
children, viz.: Marshall E., married and living near his parents; John 
W.A., at home; Maggie M., wife of T. J. Webb, of Kellyton, Ala; and 
Ada B., single and at home. Mr, Vardaman'was elected county superin- 
tendent of education for Coosa county in 1890. He had previously served 
nine years as magistrate of his beat, Politically he is a member of the 
people's party, and sympathizes in religious belief with the Primitive 
Baptist church, though he is not a member, Mr, Vardaman is a “man of 
influence in Coosa county, being one of the most inielligent of the citizens 
of the county and one of the most substantial and reliable. He is » pros- 
per. us farmer living two and a half miles east of Good Water. He is in 
thorough harmony with the reform movement in polities ped is using his 
influence to cause it to spread and hecome porpent 


COVINGTON COUNTY. 


Davin S. Barrow, planter and lumberman of Beat No. 6, was born 
near Pensacola, Fla., in 1828. He is a son of John G, and Cutsie Ann 
,, (Dunn) Barrow, the former a native of Georgia and the latter a native of 
South Carolina, When yet a boy, John G,.Barrow left home without 
“having received any education and went to, ‘Pensacola, Fla., and there 
found worl: in a livery stable and hotel. "He afterward married the 
widow Gainer «Miss Dunn), 


ears old, his parents brought him to Covington county and settled in 


He had poor opportunities for securing an education in his 
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LETTERS OF MRS, DOROTHY DECK 
So ee - of aun aie Mo. a oor 


HEALERS EES 


COMMENTARY BY J. H. VARDAMAN 


June 1, 1995 


boleh i ceo, cieek SRE 


During the period 1967 to 1970, Dorothy (Mrs. George D.) Deck “7 
of Springfield, MO, wrote a series of 19 letters to Dorothy (Mrs. - " 
James A.) Tierney of Natchitoches, LA, concerning Vardaman ~ *<.. 2-7 
family history. Mrs. Deck is a descendant of Rane and Sabra <~=* 
oe (Vardaman) McKinney while Mrs. Tierney is a descendant of <:.':- . 

no Joshua and Sarah Elizabeth (Vardeman) Tatum. 


ei 1 ee ‘Sabra Vardaman McKinney was the daughter of a John and vada 
: iam i“ ; s “Elizabeth (Franklin) Vardaman and, while Mrs. Deck was not sure © 
~ i f+ of this, a granddaughter of John Vardaman and Elizabeth Morgan.“ 


Sarah Elizabeth Vardeman Tatum was the daughter of a William ae 

Vardeman who married Rachel Walker in Wilkes Co., GA, ca °° % : 

---.- - - . 1796, and granddaughter of a William Vardaman who died in cB sh Sora 
- Wilkes Co., GA, ca 1796. 


Both the John who married Elizabeth Morgan (this ca 1744-45.in Beware S. 
. : * #*Brunswick Co.; VA), and the William who died in Wilkes Co., . ue 
uo ue ees GA, ca 1796, were sons of "old” William Vardaman of Bedford 1. eee ee, tes 
. «:$x  Co,.VA,vand, later, Newberry Co., SC,- who married, -4irst, era 
+“ """ Magdalena Peterson in Wilmington, DL, in 1720 and, last, Bridget ~- ae 
re Tinkler in Bedford Co., VA, ca the 1740s. He may have had Be - an 
sos another wife between these two but we are unsure of this. an 


as 1 obtained copies of these letters from Mrs. Tieriey in 1988. . 


9) - **  — Unfortunately, I was never able to contact Mrs. Deck snd Vagsiime: a eae get 

ver that she is deceased. Seek e m8e phen HEROES 
AEE 7 

emerges Spree ee = OS PE ay cae Ses ot erent antes mene ae ANI SINE IS Bee iss wre oe rnepammeesagerete sirens 


nent a Raceunares 
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seeeeeeees tee lt teers 


a Kee 


“ad The Sarai Elizabeth referred to in-the 2nd Seen of this letter (Mrs. “Tierney? S 
~~~ ancestress) was Sarah Elizabeth (Sally) Vardeman. -She was the eee of en warcematr 
and Rachel Walker. Pages Te 


vs William? Vardeman was the son of William? Vardaman and Jane ?. William? Vardaman was the ~” 
son of William’ Vardaman and probably his first wife, Magdalena Peterson, ee he could 
~~~. have been a son of a second wife of William’ Vardaman. . Be, yt hae ae Bench 


Sarah Elizabeth was Soni ca 1812 in Tasper: Co., GA, and ee Joshua Tatum, Dec. 31, . 
ow" 1826, in none Co., GA. 


ron The John? Vardaman, ike daughters, Tabitha and Sabra, both married Rane McKinney, 
married Elizabeth Franklyn (Franklin), daughter of John Franklyn (Franklin) and Sarah Smith, 
reportedly in Henry Co., VA, ca 1769. John? and Elizabeth could have been married in what 

- is now Henry Co. although it was not Henty Co. at the reported time of their marriage. 


- Elizabeth Morgan, ‘daughter of:Thomas and Esther Morgan. He was probably born ca 1745. va 
: John? Vardaman was the eldest son of William’ Vardaman and Mesealens Peterson. : 


coe (3) John? Vardaman, to the best of our knowledge, was the eldest son of John?_Vardaman and_ 


ae If John? ‘narnied ca 1769, as Beso ity may “very y well have been in Pitaylvania Co. aVA; “the : po 

western half of which became Henry Co., in 1777. Pittsylvania Co., itself, was created i in 1867 | 

~~ - from the western half of Halifax Co. which had been created in 1752 from the southwestern ..._..._ - 
portion of Lunenburg Co. 


ene 


Bedford Co., VA, the home of old William! Vardaman during that period, was grea in 1754 
— from the northwestern part of Lunenburg Co. ; ~~ =. Re Coe, 


Bedford: was first bordered to the south by Halifax Co., then Pittsylvania Co. (when it was split. 
- off in 1767) and partially by Henry Co. when it was created in 1777, Lunenburg Co. was = 
created in 1746 from the western portion of Brunswick Co. which had been created in 1732 
. from the western reaches of Prince George Co. There is evidence of members of the Vardaman 
rn family in both Pittsylvania and Henry Counties in the later years of this period and in Brunswick ~ —-.-. ~-. 
and Lunenburg Counties in the earlier years. - Of course, the bulk of the records of aes oul 4d 
Vardaman family are found in Bedford te annne the period 1754-1779. ge Coal 


Now, having said all of the above, I am more than a little dubious that John? and Blizabeth | Ae 
Franklyn (Franklin) really married in this part of the state. By the late 1760s, John? and 
Elizabeth (Morgan) had begun moving their family ever westward and were reportedly located 


eens Tatami ae oe 2 een aa TO foe eee earepieee = Se LS ae re 
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‘“ars~ ~~ The New River area was first located in “Augusta “Cos “(created 1745): This area then becanie 
= Botetort Co.- (created ‘in 1770), followed by Fincastle- Coin’ 1772—Fincastle Co-lasted-only 
“cvi~~ + five years and was abolished in 1777, replaced by Montgomery; Washington and Kentucky :=:-~ 
~~=--- “Counties. ‘Kentucky County, at this time, comprised all of what later became the ‘state ‘of "> = ~~ 
Kentucky in 1792. Some histories state that Kentucky first became settled ca 1774. : 2% tug oy - e 


' The New River area associated with the John Vardaman family was located first in Botetort and, 
; - subsequently, Fincastle Counties during the time that the Vardamans were there. This area later 
~~~ became Montgomery Co., VA, in 1777 and would eventually become what is now Wythe Co.,- 
-o- WA, in 1790, although the Vardamans had long since ee this area to trek further 
westward. 


Their next stop was the Clinch River area ca 1776/77 in what, at that time, was Fincastle Co., 

VA, deep into the frontier. This area was included in Washington Co. when it was formed in 

“; 1777 and later, in 1786, became Russell Co., which remains today one of the far western 

counties of Virginia. Again, however, the Vardamans had departed ca 1779 to journey 
westward into Kentucky. Z 


=¢->-~ ~The last known record of John? in Bedford Co.-is in 1764 and he is reported to have left for the -- -=—- 
- New River area in 1767 which is about the same time (1766) that his father, old William’, — - 
moved to South Carolina. John*® would have been about 22 years old at this time. If he did not ee 
marry until ca 1769, i peleve. it Eiely that he would have been in then a Co., VA..." 


tay, 


ay > he eng 


There is the sSesibitey that John? may not have moved westward with his father’ s family at this 
* time.- He may have stayed in the Bedford Co. area, or very close by, marrying Elizabeth 
Franklyn in the portion of Pittsylvania Co. that later became Henry Co. and then joining his °- - 
father in the west at a later date. 
In view of the census en showing that his dashes ‘Sabre was penn in South Carolina (a 

-~-~=-+ very improbable occurrence), it is even possible that he (Iohn*) journeyed there to join his --~~ -- 
grandfather (William'). If so, he didn’t remain there long before returning to the western 
Virginia area. Considering the difficulties and hardships of travel in those days, it is hard to 
imagine a family making such an arduous journey Varga, to South Carolina) and, after E Stay ne 
only a relatively short time, reversing trek. : 2 


i 


(4) Amazaiah and Moteet Vardaman were, “indeed, sons of John’ Vardaman ai ‘brothers ee 
John’. oe ; ee Sina eRe 
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(5)_” ~The. Diaper MS item mentioned by Mrs. Deck is in Vol. 23S. It consists ae an ‘interview. é 
-by, ‘Lyman Draper, the author, with” Rev:~William-H.-Vardaman, ‘son of Rev.. Jeremiah: 
"Vardaman (1775- 1842) and erence of, John® aan in St. ae Co.; >MO, “May 25-26," = 
1868 - -- “not in 1886. © =: SSS ae ee ae 


- Most Vardaman researchers, including ‘inyself, dovn not believe: the story of the -Vardamans. 
_coming from Sweden and certainly not 260 years prior to 1868 which would have been in 1628.. 
_ Please refer to my analysis of the very limited Vardaman genealogy appearing in this Draper MS" 

article. po 


_.(6) The records that Mrs. Deck cites regarding the tithes (poll tax) paid by William! Vardaman 
“.._,_ in Lunenburg Co. were taken from the book Sunlight on the Southside by Landon Bell. Ihave... 
a ‘this book. I have already explained how the Vardaman family which was actually located in - 
eee Bedford Co. would have been in Lunenburg Co. during the years 1746-1753. The name Robert - - - - 
; . appears for the only time in any Virginia record in the 1752 tithe list. It is not seen before or ~~-- ~ 
“ever again and there is no further mention of such a name in any of the court or land records_ 
of Virginia. It is my opinion that this is an abstracting or translation error. We know that 
- William!' had a son named Peter who was apparently not of age to require a tithe prior to 1752. - 
2 _ Peter does appear in the records of not only Bedford but also Henry and Pittsylvania Counties 
ae numerous times thereafter. I believe that the tithe pa for "Robert" in 1752 should have 
correctly been identified as "Peter". . a ees 


ae (7) The land in St. James parish of Gabciiaaa ce that William! sold to James Cox i in 17S. 
Ste. “was purchased by William September 7, 1734, from William Gooch. - This 200 acres was” 
“=~ = located adjacent to the southside of the Rivana River near the mountains and would be i in present 
day Albemarle Co., VA, on the eastern slopes of the Blue Ridge Mountains. I have a copy ‘of = 

_ the deed for this purchase. _ This land purchase in 1734 is our first record of William’ in 


Virginia. aa as Be SEES EPEES P GEOS GS RSARY GEE Dae fe ae anette Lao 


(8) It has been determined that the William! Vardaman who is the subject of numerous records _ 

in the Bedford Co. area of Virginia is the same William Vardaman who left his will in -. | 
Newberry Co., SC. This will is dated in 1783 and was probated in 1788/89. The determination ee 
that this was the same man is based on the very distinctive "W" that he used to sign various. 
’ deeds and other legal documents. It is my understanding that this was his registered "mark" - ee ase 
similar to a cattle brand of the old west. 


(9) I descend from James, the youngest son of old William’, through James’ second son, _ ot 

~ Thomas. While we know positively that James’ wife from 1783 until his death in 1797 was ... .. 
Jean/Jane Johnson, daughter of Daniel Johnson and Ann Anderson, we do not know that she was -- es 
his only wife or the mother of his three sons who were all born prior to 1783. He could very .2-" *" 
well have had a previous wife, Sabra Liles, daughter of Williamson Liles of Liles Ford, ...~. 
Newberry Co., SC. We know positively that Sabra Liles was married to a Vardaman but, for, 
now, can only conjecture that she was married to James. - 


ee ee ee ee cope ea 
rpeeaeeteet welt cine mete ee eee 
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“== - Nevertheless, Thomas’s eldest son (my gg-g’father) was named Edwy Liles Vardaman and we — 
“=== are confidant that the Liles name connotes a close familial Telationship... If Sabra Liles was ~ 
777 James’ first wife and the mother of his sons, she would have been Edwy’s grandmother. ‘Please- 
*~~note that Edwy Liles Vardaman’s name appears -in full/- on Many official documents ii 


ee MerWenice County, GA, during the 1830s and 1840s, “where ‘he was both a Justice of the Peace - 


7 10)" The quote front Sumniiers: book on Notas Co.; excel for a ‘couple of 1 minor ‘errors, Se 
is essentially correct. I have this book. However, we know that old William! came to South .” 
Carolina from Virginia - not Pennsylvania (Summers was wrong in this respect) and that none 

of his sons ever migrated as far as Alabama which did not become a territory until 1817, or a 

state until 1819. However, two of his grandsons (sons of James) did eventually settle in 
<-7~-~-~~ * Alabama and another grandson, William’, (son of william) was in Alabama for a limited period ~~ 
Sng «te Of time. James died in Newberry Co. SC, ca 1797. 


“We know that John’, the oldest son of William’, settled in Kentucky -- one of the original 
pioneers to open Kentucky for settlement -- and that his sons spread to Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri and Indiana.:- He is reported to have died in Missouri ca 1827 or 1835. I doubt the 

} ° correctness of the 1835 date. Even granting a very advanced age of either 104, 107 or 109 (as 

"variously reported) for John’, the death date would more likely be sometime in the 1827- 1832 

period - depending on the exact date of his birth which is unknown. ; 


pa ” The third son Peter, who remained in Virginia the longest, eventually jéihed his Gider brothers recast 
ana in Kentucky where he died ca 1808. The second son, William’, eventually settled in hice 
: “Co., GA, where he died nee to 1795. Go ae ee MME. tt May oe hte : 


#11) Mrs. ° Decks : ancestor ‘John, the father of. Tabitha and ‘San vilic ‘Boil inaivied Rane~ 
McKinney, was not the son of William’ but, instead, a grandson. Her aoe was John’, son of 


ar » John’, the oldest son of William’. : re wala 
| . Letter No. 2 dated February 27,1967: =. =<) wie me ee Lge 


———~-~ (1) ~The John. Vardaman who appears on the Amite Co., MS, census in 1816 is a son of —~ 
William* and his wife, Ann Ayers, who were in this area as early as 1790. “This William‘ was 
_ason of John? and a grandson of William’. 


~ (2) The history of the Vardaman family which appears in Spencer’ S History of the Kentucky : 

~ Baptists is very unreliable. Originally it was thought to have been written by Spencer from i 
ae ~ information obiained from the Rey. Jeremiah Vardaman himself. This was later determined to” 

_be untrue. . “ye 
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although 1 not identical, to the Peck hea The Spencer data contains certain information fot 


ss: included in the Peck biography. Rev. Peck is mentioned once by Mr. Spencer, ina ‘footnote, 


:* indicating that at least some of the material in Spencer’s work may have been obtained from 
-Rev. Peck’s writings. - ett edt 


. Wilmington, -DL,: in -1720. -.Since no prior record of a Vardaman can be found in colonial | 
.--. records we conclude that this John was probably the original emigrant to the New World. If we © 
~.. allow for certain errors as to places and generations in the Vardaman family histories as oie aes 


_ of William himself. 
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. The original biography as written by Rev. Peck was published in The Christian Repository in 
' February, 1854. This was approximately 12 years after the date of Jeremiah’s death in 1842 


and 14 years before the Draper MS interview with Jeremiah’s son in 1868. It was also 31- years 
prior to the publishing of Spencer s History. - 


Later, in 1909, another biography of Rev. Jeremiah, almost identical to that which appeared in 
The Christian Repository in 1854, appeared in The History of the Salt River Association by 
Wiley Jones Patrick. “This biography was included in a chapter entitled "The Regions Beyond" 
which was authored by Rev. J. M. Peck. So, we would expect that these two DoE would - 
be identical or, at least, very similar. 


We know that there was an original John Vardaman who left a will in New Castle Co., DL;.in a 
1714 which included a minor son named William who later married Magdalena Peterson in 


in the Rev. Jeremiah Vardaman biographies, these histories would tend to confirm the conclusion 


_ that the John Vardaman in Delaware was the original emigrant. __ 


William, the son of John of the Delaware will, could very well have been born in Europe 
(whether Sweden or somewhere else) and have been brought to America by his father. This _ 
William’s wife, Magdalena Peterson, could also have been born in Europe and emigrated to the ~~" - 
New World with her parents. Since there is no doubt that the Peterson name is Swedish, itis [.° ° ~ 
reasonable to conclude that Magdalena’s parents and possibly she, herself, came to this country” ~~ ~~ 
from Sweden. This could be a possible explanation of the story of the Vardamans coming from 


Sweden -- the source of the story having confused the family history of William’s wife with that — 


(3) It is unreasonable to believe that John? Vardaman lived to be 125 a of age. However, 


as unusual as it may be, an age of 104:or even 107 could be considered within the realm of 
possibility. epee 


(4) Apparently there is a page or, at least, certain lines missing from this letter. The missing 
portion of the letter apparently includes some information on the sons of James Vardaman of 
Newberry Co., SC. 


= aes -_ é ee esas - a Resewiet ae ns pete tian 
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James had 3 sons, all born in Dutch Fork, SC, an area that was included i in Newberry Co. when . 
Se it was formed in 1782. They were William? (b. 1775), Thomas (b. 1777) a and Joseph (b. 1781) 
- -~ At the time the boys: were born the area a became ‘ Newberry ‘Co. “was part ¢ of the old 96th 


"District of SC.” ae hac a “2 # 


a ee three ~brothers ‘traveled to “eftersoi Co.; “GAS around 1800 - S Seb with the 
sor 77 grandmother (or step-grandmother) Ann Anderson Johnson Coates. . After the death of her 
“= """ “husband, Daniel Johnson, in Newberry Co., SC, in 1783, Ann Johnson married a William’: - 
, Coates in Newberry Co. and subsequently (before 1800) moved to the banks of the Ogeechee * oe , 

“. River in Jefferson Co., GA. Since James Vardaman died in 1797, it is not unreasonable to © 

* assume that his three sons moved to Georgia somewhere around this time. This would account 

: for their presence in Jefferson Co. ca 1800 where they met and married three daughters of. go aes wu 

ane Shadrack and Pherebe Vining. tee 


(5) Since all census records for E. L. Vardaman (1850, 60 and 70 - he died in 1877), son of - -- -- 
Thomas and Annie (Vining) Vardaman, show his place of birth as Georgia and the 1880 census 
records of 6 of his 7 surviving children confirm this, I conclude that he was born in Jefferson 
Co., GA, in 1804. The date is reported to be from an old Vardaman family Bible. While I 
have never seen this Bible, the date is identical to that reported for him in other documents. 
This would have been about the same time that his father (Thomas) signed up for the 1805 
Georgia Land Lottery in which he became a winner. 


Since there is a very brief mention of Thomas in Newberry Co., SC, in 1805, I believe it~ 
: ‘ possible that he could have returned there, possibly in late 1804 or early 1805, for a very brief 
 . stay. He next appears in newly formed (1807) Morgan Co., GA, where the land that he won 
=="... in the 1805 Lottery was located. He appears to have arrived in Morgan Co. ca 1806-07 togethe 
with his younger brother, Joseph, who was given, or purchased, the land that Thomas had 
received in the lottery. Sometime after 1809 (last known record of Thomas in Morgan Co.),* "= 7 
~ Thomas moved to Putnam Co., (also newly formed i in ae) just to the south of Morgan Co., -* ° 
' where he is found as early as 1811. ; ai 
_| Thomas never lived in Jasper Co., GA, another of the newly formed 1807 counties. However, oo 
“his cousin, William?, was in Jasper Co. _very early having moved there from Morgan Co. oe 
sore ey William® died in Tasper Co. ca 1816-17. - -_ e eee 


Thomas remained: in Putnam Co., GA, until ca 1829 when he moved further west to newly ay 
_ formed (1827) Meriwether Co. He remained there until 1836 when he moved further westward . __. 
_ to Coosa Co., AL, where he subsequently died in 1857. Coosa Co. was formed in ee from 
“" land obtained in the Creek Indian cession of 1832 (Treaty of Cusseta). oer 3 


(6) The William who suddenly appears in Wilkes Co., GA, in 1783, is almost surly ¥ William, 
~ son of William!. This conclusion is supported by the following facts: 
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There, is aaa a close 


ee documented, it is believed that Peter Bennett’ s wife Franées, may have been > 
a eee of William' Vardaman, Remember that William! had removed to SCH 
in 1766. - feo Re ed a 4 uptte ~ 3 & oe Cte gee rpeyangg?” 


“oO In 1784 a William Vardaman receives a land grant in Wilkes Co., Ga! In close” 
- proximity with the William Vardaman family in Wilkes Co. are Reuben and 
Micaja Bennett, two of the sons of the Peter Bennett mentioned above, as well © 

tL _ as members of the Evans family who were associated with both the Bennetts and 

center Lake te Vardamans in Bedford Co., VA. and even more closely i in Georgia. a 


He) It has been reported that Jane, wife of William Vardaman in Wilkes Co., was a 
Bennett out no eocomentaaon has been found to support this. 


ea (7) The Bennett Valais ‘mentioned in Mrs. Deck’s letter has to be a reference to Washington 
“~. +. Bennett Vardaman, second son of William and Ruth (Vining) Vardaman and grandson of James 
oo ~. Vardaman. It is likely that his full name may have been James Washington Bennett Vardaman. 
’-" = In any event he was commonly called Bennett and the name Bennett appears at least once in ~:~--~ -- 
_. ¥.every succeeding generation in this family. This Bennett Vardaman was born in 1810 in--——**--~ 
Sareeck Newbeny Co., SC, and died between 1860 ang 1870 in ee a Co., AL, which had been his: eae 7 
ae home for 30 years. co te ome - neg ts iy less 


The name Vardaman, as a given n name, appears in “several ‘subsequent generations ‘of both the” 
Bennett and Evans families. 


ree -~ Letter No. 3 undated: ey = . Sglcs ; BG , ie ae 


ram oe 50) Mrs. Deck’s supposition cemaiding Mrs. Tierney’ s William is correct as stated previously 


' in this commentary. She is on target with other conclusions as well. 


v- es ate sete ee 


w (2) Tonia: son of James, was reportedly born in 1777 -~ not 1772 as stated in this letter. 
There is no documentation to support either date, only unsupported family information. We do 
‘._ "know that Thomas had an older brother, William, si aaaae! born in 1775. 


Letter No. 4 dated June 12,1967; = Bo wig + Le howe 


(1) Mrs. Deck was quite correct in disbelieving that John? was born in Sweden in 1718. We 
are confident that he was the son of William! and Magdalena Peterson and was most likely born 


Coe RO SRS Rite atl, th, cee ty ee ah at SS A I ea Sa Salata Aoki 5 ey ra aah ate oie eT aes 
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_ ” ¢a 1821/24 in Delaware. Remember that William! and Magdalena were married in Delaware - -- 
--in_ 1720 and had a daughter, -Maria,—baptized ‘April “1, “1724,~at Holy ‘Trinity Church ‘in 
ss = alauinaton, DL. We do not know whether or not there were other children Bee Maria 


eee “Certain of the jae Vardaman ‘bogaphics: hive apparently pompresied Vardaman family. 
re Pays ~ history by erroneously omitting the William’. Vardaman generation and proceeding directly from. 
; John’, who died in Delaware ca 1714, to John’ as a son. In this case it would be William’ who oe 
* was apparently born in Europe (whether Sweden or some oes place) and not John’. of: 


We know from various land transactions that, by 1744, William’ was in that portion of 
Brunswick County which later became Lunenburg (1746) and, even later, Bedford Co. (1754). ___.. 
~The first tithe list for Lunenburg Co., as shown in Sunlight on the Southside, was for 1748 and = 
included William! and two of his sons, John? and William?. From this we can interpolate the -- 
pees not very helpful information that these two sons were born at least no later than 1731/32. We -: - 
4 can also interpolate that son Peter had not yet reached the age of 16. The youngest son, James, 
oe would have been only a baby, if he, in fact, had even been born at this time. 


(2) The death date of 1827 for John? appears to be consistent in various Jeremiah Vardaman - 
biographies except for that written by Lymen Draper in the Draper Manuscripts (1832). Since 
_ most of the other biographies appear to stem from the earliest one written by Rev. J. M. Peck, ~ 
cine “ we would expect little or no variation in this date. Since all of the information located to date 
=~" on John? indicates that he did indeed live to be over 100 years of age, I think that the 1827 death 
4 date is probably the closest to being correct. If John? were born ca 1723 and died in 1827, he 
____ would, indeed, have been 104 ya old, an aoe that apes in some records and wien could - 


~~ have certainly been possible. © "2". 


On the other hand, the 1835 death date, as set forth in the Draper Manuscript, could be correct =?” _ 
if we assume that John’ was not born until 1728 (107 years old) or he could have died in 1732 ~~. . 
(104 years old). Again, however, we must not overlook the reported ca 1744 marriage date for -. © 
John’? in Brunswick Co., VA. To have married ca 1744, I believe that he would have had to ~~ 
ie ” have been born at the very latest by 1725/26 which would dennnely rule out the 1732 birth date ta? 
_ ... and make the 1728 date very improbable." - 7 ; 6 ele anes 


My sfonde indicates that the area in Missouri which ultimately became Johnson County (in 
western Missouri, south of the Missouri River) was in Cooper County in 1820 and, later, in 
Lafayette County in 1830. Johnson County was not created until some time between 1830 and 
1840. In any event, while I do not doubt that old John? moved to Missouri ca 1812, I don’t . -.. 
believe that he moved as far west as would have been necessary to place him in what would later - . 
become Johnson County. I believe that he was probably to be found much further to the east..." 
In any event, one would have to search the records of Cooper or Lafayette Co., or even earlier --.—.-.- 
in St. Louis County, whose western borders were undefined at the time that Missouri became 

", a state, to find records of the settlers of this area. 


Page 37 of 131 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Vardaman Family 


: ‘ead to Mrs. Deck (see Letter No._9 dated 17, 1968), the old John Sappington ‘Cemeter 
=< where John? Vardaman is reported to have been buried is located in what is now the town 

 Crestwood,’a suburb of southwestern St. Louis. “This would, indicate that John? did not ventur 
es Bie: far into Missouri. 


; ~The: bis ‘of St. Teaiis was founded d by the French i in 1 1764 anil came to the U.S. in the Louisian 
~Purchase. It was made the capitol of the new Louisiana Territory in 1805 and was incorporated 
in 1809. In 1815 it had an estimated population of 2600. The current town of Crestwood is : 
about 12- 15 miles southwest of the center of St. Louis on the Mississippi River. 


(3) Mrs. Deck is again correct with her information concerning the published biography of .; ..._ 
-~-~- Rev. Jeremiah Vardaman. However, while Rev. Jeremiah was associated with a Rev. ne eee 
.---- while in Missouri, I believe that the source of the information concerning the Vardaman family "~~. -- 
history actually is from the Rev. J. M. Peck, a very old friend of Jeremiah’s, whose biography ‘ same atest 
of Jeremiah actually appears in print. Be ged 


(4) Mrs. Deck is in error, with regard to the 12 children of John? and Elizabeth (nee Morgan) ae 
. being born over a period of 35 years. As set forth above, they weresnot married until ca 1744 ’; 
which would place the birth of the 12 children over a 30 or, at most, 31 year period. ae 
Elizabeth were 17 or 18, or possibly only 16, at ae time of the marriage this ee wonld: not * 
su... be all that remarkable. ie 


6) Despite Mrs. Deck’s doubt, the records < the Church at Crab Orchard (KY) support + thé a 
departure of John for Missouri in 1812. Assuming a birth date of ca 1724; he would have been * 
rox about 88 years old at this time. Even a birth date as late as ca 1727 would make him about 85 = = 

. at this time. While Missouri did not become a state until 1821, the Missouri Territory was . 
created in 1812 when Louisiana became the first state to be created out of the territory included ‘AE : 

—-. in the Louisiana Purchase. I am sure that anyone departing to go to the Missouri Territory . ~~ 

during the years 1812-1821 would be etic’ as removing to "Missouri". 


(6) While I would readily accept any rendition of the name Vardaman with vowels a, e, i, or* 
. 0 in any of the vowel positions, as part of our Vardaman family, I do not believe that the name ; 
'.-. Waneman or Vandeman should generally be considered as a misspelling of Vardaman. I believe * 
: I have seen the name misspelled in this fashion only once where it could be definitely cauane foe 
that it should be Vardaman. The name Vaneman (or Vandeman) appears to be a distinctive * ai 
name in its own right and unrelated to me Vardaman name, however otherwise pellet 


(7) One further note -- although not ‘isuioued by Mrs. Deck in her ieee The Rev. Jeremiah * 7 
Vardaman biography by Rev. J. M. Peck contains a statement that John?’s‘son; William* was=% 2 


+ 


the first of the Vardamans to settle in Kentucky and that he fought in the Battle of Point Pleasant * 
‘on Oct. 10, 1774, and then Temoved to Natchez. 


This is confirmation of the information that William* who appears in Louisiana as ty a as 1790 
was the son of John?. - 
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Point Pleasant is located at the confluence of the Kanawha River with the Ohio River ‘and is now = 7 
in Kanawha Co., , West ue: In 1774 it was in the far western reaches 0 Botetort County, 


“The Battle of Point Pleasant wae of "Lord Dunsmores War" = he being the | then Governor _of. 
__Virginia), was fought between the Colonials under the command of a General Lewis and the.- =... 
. Indians under the command of Chief Cornstalk. The (Colenials were victorious thereby securing wenn 


a huge area of western Virginia for Settlement. es 


eee ee nee 


CS es 
Pe See ty Told ye 
e > 


ep tk 
tee Te Baa ote 


Letter No. 5 dated October 24, 1967: : Se es 7 ns a 
(1) The Rachel Vardiman who left the will in Rusk Co., TX, ca 1858, was Rachel we ae 
the wife of William’ Vardeman. They married in Wilkes Co, GA, ca 1796 and he died ca 1816-. - -° 


-- - 17 in Jasper Co., GA. ne. ee 


(2) James B. Vardeman was indeed Rachel’ s youngest son. His wife was Elizabeth Knight 
whom he had married in Tallapoosa Co., AL, in 1847. Note that James B. Vardeman died ca 
; 1851, only 4 years after his marriage. His widow was only 25 with two young children and she .. 
! then married her husband’s nephew, Thomas Jefferson Vardeman, son of James B.’ s older * 
brother, Henry Vardeman and his wife, Willy ONeA: ; 


____..... 3). Mrs. Deck is correct in her assumption that this Rachel was the anéestress of Mrs. “Tierne 
Sas who. Geseends from one 2 of Rachel’s ae (see commentary, on letter no. A) 


=> Letter No. 6 died Oc. “95, 1967: 


mae5) T have already commented on the ict that census scons indicate that Sabra Vardaman ’ a i. 
who married Rane McKinney was born in South Carolina =- see e commenia) 2) on letter no. 1, 
item 3. i on ; ROE bs ee 

é Se Ae epee FOND UEP 2 a 


” Q) pi 1769 Picsyivanis Co. was ae to the south of f Bedford Cos: thie Roaiobé (Staunton) 
_ River being the dividing line. This was prior to me creation of Henry Connky, Hon ne western o 


— - half of Pittsylvania Co. in 1777. : ; _ oe Ten 


The Pigg River joins the Raanoke River from the south at a point ‘tai remains in Pittsylvania .. ; 
Co. We know that the Vardamans were actually residents of Bedford County on the north side .:;.----~ 
‘of the Roanoke River at this time. Apparently Peter Vardaman, son . William’ _Vardaman, was oa aie 
_ branching out on his own during this period. = ae 


Seta 


peony 3) I agree with Mrs. Deck in her belief that Israel Peteraoii was a oie ania of William! ee o 
Vardaman. However, the deed from Israel Peterson to William Vardaman was in 1 Lunenburg 
Co. in 1753, not in Prince George Co. 


oe £ ats 
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(4) - T have several different lists of the children of John? Vardaman and his. wife, Elizabeth 
= Morgan, as identified by various descendants of this line. “While the different t lists contain s som : 


~. variations, they could be considered fairly consistent. ..The main error. in. these lists is ithe 
_ inclusion of a son named Peter who married Prudence. .We know that the Peter who. married : 


_. Prudence was John’’s brother and not his ‘son. Eliminating him from the list Of children permits = 
_, the addition of other nace unas nn various lists to pring: the total on each list back to 12. 


tae a . The constant reference to “the list of children of John ‘Vardaman i in Spencér’ s . history” puzzles oR 
me. I have personally researched this 2-volume History and have copies of the various ~~ 
references to Jeremiah Vardaman. No where in these volumes have I found a list of his brothers * 
>. _ and sisters. It is stated that he was the youngest of 12 children and two brothers, Morgan and 
Amaziah, are mentioned by name. These two brothers were aad very active in the church ~ ~ 


at Crab Orchard. 


” Letter No. 7 dated Nov. 23. 1967: 


(1) The William Vardaman of Rusk Co, TX, referred to by Mrs. Deck is, in fact, William® 
. Vardeman, son of William? Vardeman and his wife Rachel Walker. See previous commentary 
at oes No. I and 5 for more information on this Bly: : 


_ Qy ‘Documented proof of the marriage of jekean Vandenan to ‘Rachel Vining does not exist Sanaa 
...7,nor does such proof exist for the marriages of his brothers William and Thomas to Rachel’s_— 
~ sisters, Ruth and Annie Vining. These marriages took place in 1801-03 and recorded marriages tee 


ne 


in Georgia date only from 1805-06. Rachel and Annie Vining were twins. ae ee ae Pe Sain ee 


_ The information concerning the time of these marriages does indeed come from the records of 
a Mr. Guy Vining (deceased) of Hurtsboro, AL. I have copies of Mr. Vining’s records which ~ 
are quite explicit. Also, I descend from Thomas Vardaman and Annie Vining and this 
_. information with regard to the three Vardaman brothers marrying the three Vining sisters was 
“related to me by my father when I was still a boy. This same family lore was pesece down i moo - 
____ other branches of the family as well. . a 
--~ + Biographies of Edwy Liles Waanaas and his son, John Forsyth Vardaman, appearing in 
, Alabama histories, both state that Edwy was the grandson of James Vardaman of aa Co., 
SC, and that his (Edwy’s) mother was Annie Vining of Jefferson Co., GA. . 


Letter No. 8 dated February 28, 1968: hy eee ee 


= (1) Ihave previously commented on the name "Robert" which appears on the 1752 tithe list ~~ 
with William! Vardaman (see Letter No. 1, lem 3): I believe that this should correctly read _ . 
~ Peter rather than Roberts ee 
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~—~z may very well have had grandsons by that name. The two men mentioned in n Mrs. ‘Deck’s letter 
oe »_are also, in We likelihood, eranasons of John? or his’ brother Peter, - 


"was ‘part of Lafayette County - the same as Johnson Co. discussed earlier. It is interesting to“ 
“note that the Missouri counties which appear in Vardaman history all seem to lie along the south * 
” side of the Missouri River -- probably the travel route used by most of the early settlers of that - 
” area. ; 


~ placed in newly formed Brunswick County. This process was repeated in 1746 when Brunswick 
“ was reduced to a more compact size and all of its hen western lands placed in newly formed 


As. a result, depending on just when Israel Peterson sbluingl this land, it could very well have 
‘ been in Prince George or, at least, Brunswick Co. Of course, by the time he conveys it to .. 
William it is in a poruon oe Lunenburg Co. destined to become Bedford Co. f= 


. part of the 18th Century: RS, fe hn ay Glare ate. 


a John? was the oldest son of William’. John? was the oldest son of John’. John* was probably - 
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(2) As I have previously stated, the Peter Vardaman who married Prudence in Virginia was 
‘ John’’s brother and not his son. I don’t believe that John? had a son named Peter although | \\ a 


5 : ; 
wer neaes fea! 7 ee leet seore-r mes 


was a part of Cape Co. at t the time that Missouri icaite a State ate later, in 1830 a 1840,.- - 


Letter No. 9 dated April 17, 1968: 3 - i 


(1) Here is the deed involving Israel Peterson and William! Vardaman previously referred to 7 
in Letter No. 6, Item 3. Note that while Israel may have lived in Prince George County, the 
land that was involved jn this deed was in then Lunenburg, later (1754) Bedford, County. 


: . 
Please bear in mind that, much earlier in Virginia history, Prince George County (created in 
1703) covered a vast territory extending from its present boundaries indefinitely to the west. _ 
In 1732 Prince George was reduced to a much smaller county and its former western territory = -- 


Lunenburg Co. ae 


(2) Mrs. Deck is correct in that there were three J ohn Vardamans i in Kentucky during the Bue 


(a) John? Vardaman (born ca 1722-24) - md.-Elizabeth Morgan — -- ee es 
(b) John’ Vardaman (born ca 1744-45) - md. Elizabeth Franklyn ~~ ‘ 
(c) John* Vardaman (born ca 1764) - md Mary Spaulding 


the son of John’. buh a 


Ayaan a, ne age 


(3) Mrs. Deck seems to be speculating that John? had more than one wife because she feels that | 


* the 12 children attributed to him and Elizabeth Morgan over a period of some 30 years is 


unrealistic. However, I have never seen any information with regard to John’ having any wife +... 
other than Elizabeth and, as previously stated, I don’t feel that this is unrealistic. In addition, .._- 
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- the especies of the Rey. Jeremiah Vardaman. bora in 1775, all state that he is the'son of ae can. 
Vardaman and Elizabeth Morgan. - -Since- Jeremiah was the youngest . child, Ae believe that. this = pa 


“to eee I will continue to believe tliat. Elizabeth was ie only. wite of John? 


() - “The information that Mrs. Deck has furnished ‘with regard ‘to the “old John Sappington . 
Cemetery is very interesting but, unfortunately, Dies nothing. Old John’? Vardaman could very : 
well be buried there wi no marker. : ee 


mete etl 


Letter No. 10 dated May 20, 1968: 


Wee Oe (a) I suspect that Mrs. Deck i is tight i in nee feeling that the n name e Vardiman Clements probably . ones 
“7° indicates that his mother was a Vardaman. In view of the date (1767), and the fact that he was © ~~ ~~~ 
“=~ " “at least 16 years old as evidenced by his inclusion on the tithable list, 1 would suspect that She trae 
2 ‘(the momer) was peopel a TAUB E: of William' Vardaman. : 


(2) The William Vatdaman a sold ee in Washington Co., “Mississippi Territory, in 1802, 
was William?, son of William? and grandson of William’. Willidm? was married to Rachel 
“Walker. He died i in Jasper Co., GA, ca 1816-17. Sy vat Walker, to whom he sold the land — 
in oe Co., was his brother-in-law. 5 te’ ch. * Deke. t! eDeMter. | Wcak 


: anie sar aE SETTER ET OT in BIR 8 Serie ears See 


7 : Letter No. ‘u dated May 24, 1968: 


(1) Mrs, Deck is mistaken i in “that senn Vardaman does appear i in Bedford Co; VA, “records - 
although not often. > — Brey 08s oh nan aes 


(2) Mrs. Deck is again in error in reference to the New River ‘and Clinch River. areas ‘of 
Virginia. In 1767 they were not located in Orange County which, by then, was a small eastern | £a5. 
-Virginia County. Instead this entire area of southwestern Virginia was then in Augusta, Co. eae 
earn dormned in 1845. Earlier this area had been Part -of the western reaches of Orange See oe 
Sadi SRLS COUN: Ba ewh Gs. ee 6 eats LAR Sah eee eae, Gece selttes te Wik eee eee ON tas aie 


See ee - ote cere oe 


See eer 


: 3) Iam baffled by the arertace: to sth brothiets Jessen jerome Gui Simeon Vardaniai sion 7 
she states went to Georgia from Kentucky ca 1810. I have never seen this particular reference .- 
Ae before or since. I believe that the Joseph to whom she refers is Joseph the son of James of _ ~ ae! 
oer Newberry Co., SC, who married Rachel Vining in Jefferson Co., GA, ca 1801-03. He later - 
hee was in Morgan Co., Putnam Co. and Meriwether Co. before finally settling in Harris Co., GA, ~~... 


woe 


Among his several sons was one named Simeon - the only Vardaman by this name that have ; 


cree ever found. ; Se PERN Son pS B58 8 ee 


Ihave seen one other mention of a Joséph Jerome Vardaman in which there is oF doubt that the ° 
reference is to Joseph Vardeman of Harris Co., GA, son of James Vardaman of Newberry Co., 


~14- 


Serieentenntrrncingen et ee cm ee ee teem re 


aanbiermemnmes | ra = 
denise iehermeennivesies = Pee Rt a yelea 92 SE ten nemen: ynke ne a 
eS EL "mE Ooi ethene epg Sen Daa ead) ee ae ee : 
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--.. . SC. In this reference a daughter of Leverette B.’ Vardaman of Andalusia, AL, states that her 
father was a son of Noah Vardaman who came to Harris Co., Georgia, from Kentucky. - 28he- ccna <” 
“adds that Noah’s wife was’a.Mary Lucine McElroy and that Noah’s. father was Thomas Butts 
~~ Vardaman a native‘of Scotland who married Emily Adelaide -Evans a native of Ireland. -Jn= 
sop- rcpt. addition she states that the father of Thomas Butts Vardaman was Joseph Jerome Vardaman of 
-—_—----Scotland who married a Jane hare fe __She .further_states at all_of this_information -was.__ 2 


ey: 


Hee given to her by a vey elderly aunt. ° ae st AAS eee ee 
The above information contains many, many errors cand it is s hard to dinderstanil how such mis- 
information can come about. The facts are as follows: Joseph Vardaman (the spelling in this ° 
branch of the family was later changed to Vardeman) was the son of James Vardaman of 
Newberry Co., SC. He married Rachel Vining in Jefferson Co., GA, ca 1801-03 and later lived — 

ee in Morgan, Putnam, and Meriwether Counties before finally settling in Harris Co., GA. His... 
eldest son was, indeed, named Thomas Butts Vardeman and he married Emily Adeline Evans, —__ 
Aug. 4, 1836, in Harris Co., GA. She was born in GA. They, in turn, had a son Noah (who 2 
was born and died in Harris Co., GA, and was never in Kentucky) who married Mary Lucinda - -- --- 
McElroy. Noah then had a son named Leverett B. Vardeman who later lived in Andalusia, AL.-. - 


In addition, published ‘biographies for this branch of the family state that William’ Vardaman, 
the father of James, came from Germany and this is, in all likelifiood, true although we can’t 
prove it. While I have several theories as to how the idea that the Vardamans came from 
Scotland may have originated, there is no way to be sure. Needless to say it is totally incorrect. __ 


Z 
: 


Also, I have no explanation as to how the name "Jane Breckinridge” came to be associated with * 
_anyone in this branch of the oe 


~"] have extensive Vardaman records 1 in ‘Gas arid have been able to account for all persons of ee 
this surname, however spelled. : 


(4) While I have never made any attempt to trace the name, I believe that the Sylvanus Walker — 
in Virginia, referred to by Mrs. Deck, is the father of a Sylvanus Walker who later appears in 
Wilkes. County, GA, along with William? Vardaman and Micajah and Reuben Bennett _ 
(previously referred to in these commentaries - see Letter No. 2, Item 6). He (the Sylvanus — . 

. Walker in Wilkes Co., GA.) is the father of Rachel Walker who married William? Vardaman. bi ede 
He is also the father of a Sylvanus Walker who is found in connection with William? Vardaman 

in certain land transactions in Washingwn Co., Missi Pee Territory. These latter two men 

were brothers-in-law. : , ae 


Letter No. 12 dated June 15(?),1968: Ss ree ee 


oat 


‘(1) Again Mrs. Deck questions the birth of 12 dilidren over a 31 year ceil q a, not 
understand her reservations about this. In that era it was not at all uncommon for girls to many 
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as. youiig- -as £13 or 14. In addition, she dois that Esther Morgan. (wife of: Thomas Morgan) 


“could have been“Elizabeth’s mother because-she was reported to have been born ca 1730. “If 
Esther married as ‘young as 14 or_15, Elizabeth could have been “her. first born and, in_tur 


--——married at 14 or-15.This would fit the. extant info matio that | we have regarding their births 
ae OnE: € of whieh, of course, is documented. ae he Eh oes ce ey 


0): The great Parepondenice “of existing daa supports John and Elizabeth (org 
. as being the parents of Jeremiah Vardaman. ae erie are aa 


8) Again we have a discourse on the patently mis-information that the Wadena family came =~ 
~---~- from Sweden, together with other errors in dates, etc. I do not agree with Mrs. Deck’s 
Mes conclusion that the Vardaman family may have originally emigrated from Europe to New York, 
a later moving through New Jersey to the New Castle area of Delaware. There is no shred of 
information to support any such suggestion. ees Sere 


It is my belief that the Vardamans emigrated from Germany to either Delaware, itself, or to the 
Philadelphia area of Pennsylvania, setiling in Delaware. “ a Pow 

Assuming (a) that John!’s son William! was born ca 1695-98 -- which would make him “about 
60 years old" in 1758, as reported in the court record set forth in Clement’s History of , 
.. Pittsylvania County -- and assuming (b) that the Jeremiah Vardaman biography ‘is at least §; 
partially correct regarding Jeremiah’s grandfather being brought to America when he was ‘a 
‘child, I would think cat the Vardaman sua eon arrived in America ca a 1700-05. 


wz 


ot 


-—-—.. Letter No. 13, dated Sept. 18,1968: | — oe ae = 


(1) The only item in this letter that I want to comment on is the reference to the History of the 
Middle New River Settlement and Contiguous Territory by D. E. Johnson. ae ‘ies BEG ac 


ee——-- -In 1993 I corresponded with a Sheila Williamson of Tacoma, WA, who informed me that she” 
va7> +. had personally reviewed a book entitled The New River Early Settlement t writien in 1983 ao 
. Patricia Givens Johnson. This book contains a tale about an encounter between some settlers “4 o aver 
(including "old" William Verdiman) and a band of Shawnee indians in 1758. This story is ; 


* identical to the story which appears in The History of Pittsylvania County, Virginia by Maud | ene 


~Carter Clement originally published in 1929 and which I have referred to. earlier _in this 
document. I have this book. : Bt gb athcomeatheiael gente, ule bbe tis 


ay It is obvious to me that both are recounting the same incident. It is not clear to me how it came .. eae 
to appear in the New River Settlement book. ‘That settlement was much to the west of © ~~ 
‘Pittsylvania Co. and there is absolutely no evidence that "old" William Verdiman (Vardaman) - 
was ever in that area although his son John certainly did move through there. Since the 
Pittsylvania Co. History cites as its source specific Halifax Co., Court Records, dated June’ Alp Eo 


tail iatind tN eee ne te eee meen age aye 
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1758, I have to believe’ that it is the correct version. “ I do not know what the New. River _ 1 
..... Settlement book cites as its source for this story;- however, =in 1758 the New River-a area of --——~-—-- 


: Virginia | would have. been. Aocated 1 ‘Rot in Halifax but a Augusta os , Virginia... 


a 7 ane aca oP = 


en ities, Se ee ee es 


=" T wonder a the ralatonship ‘nigh be hehween the bose cited bh in Mrs. “‘Deck’s iener af the 
~. book reviewed by Sheila Williamson. The titles are not the same although they are similar. ~*~") = 
“="=:" Also, the authors are not the same but, again, similar. I wonder if Mrs. Deck’s information was ~~ . + 
: somehow flawed and she was actually referring to the same book as Sheila. Sheila states that “-.-- 
the book that she reviewed was published in 1983. If this was the original publication date, it -” 
could not be the same book that Mrs. Deck is referring to in her letter written in 1968. 
However, I know from experience that many of these old histories have been republished at 
various times through the years and Sheila’ may have noted a subsequent pupliesen date eran 


than the original date. 


Letter No. 14 dated June 1 1969: 


i (1) To the best of our seagaielae there was never a "Joseph" Vardaman in Bedford Co., VA, 
Mrs. Deck is on the right track when she suspects that her informant is in error and that he is 
actually referring to deeds of "old" William’ Vardaman and his son, William’, |. -: 


~(2) Again we encounter the fact that at least one census record shows Sabra Vardaman ‘~~ 
McKinney as having been born in South Carolina ca 1783. The only reasonable way that this 

could be correct would be if this Sabra was a daughter of James Vereen, youngest son, of | 
"old" William'. This is, for me, a very tempting prospect. Sop & Baer eye es abe 


If true it would be a powerful argument for James having bee married to 5 Sibe Liles prior to ees) 
nie ‘his marriage to Jean/Jane Johnson. It would also make this Sabra a sister of my 4th great ~~~” 
’ grandfather, Thomas Vardaman. 2 oe ; pee woo 

Another argument for the above would be the very unusual name "Sabra". Assuming that this ~~. ~ ~~ 
is not some type of abstracting error, it would be a powerful argument for the above premise” ~.. ~ 
">" to be” true --- daughter being named after her mother, possibly a mother who died giving ae oe ae 
to her. at “ : 
While I would very much like to believe the aire: this premise breaks down in ihe fice ofthe 
information in Mrs. Deck’s first letter (dated Feb. 11, 1967) that Sabra was a sister of Tabitha 
Vardaman and daughter of John Vardaman and Elizabeth Franklyn/Franklin. Also, if Sabra was ees 
“the daughter of James, it would be practically impossible to explain how she could have been - 
_ in Lincoln Co., KY, in 1797. to marry Rane McKinney. In view of this,‘ I cannot really _ 
‘subscribe to a theory that Sabra Vardaman McKinney was a daughter of James beweateas of 
"Newberry Co., SC. i Se gtanyes 


Wtdaccens moet -sumetewnte Sttcurameimettin wimyne stein bee tins samira geen me ae a egy ae ao meee een te 
SUL SR ae ng reer RS 
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‘ accompanied him to SC and later Ast to Virginia. I have even considered the sate = 
_that John?’s first rl ey aie Franklyn/Franklin; could have died while he was in SC and tha 


>; I wish that I had been able to pi corteasenl with Mrs. Deck and determine the sources sof re E 
= of the information that she sets forth regarding this family.’ reer ne 2 eee 


- Letter No. 15, dated Dec. 12, 1969: 


~ No comment. 


“” Letter No. 16, dated Mar. 22, 1970: 


* (1) The Elizabeth Vardeman who married William Metiefae 3 in Fincastle Co., VA, in 1774, Eat 
_:<—iz;. ~ 1s thought to be the daughter of John? Vardaman and Elizabeth Morgan. None of John’s ssons 
* would have been old enough to have a cenety of ee oer in 1774 or 1775. ae ar 


ine npicihsen Sey cer ease, <x, F 


__<=z:_...(2) The William Vardeman who was testator to ihe? inarriage bond was undoubtedly William‘, a one a 

7 son of John? and Elizabeth (Morgan) Vardaman and brother of Elizabeth. This is the same ~ 
William who fought in the Battle of Point Pleasant (see Letter No. 4, Item Ds married Ann 
Ayres and later went to the Natchez area of Mississippi... -- =. os 2 ee 


: Q) Simon Cockrell, who was also a testator to the above marriage bond, was a son-in-law of 
John? and Elizabeth (Morgan) Vardaman and brother-in-law of Elizabeth. He was married to ~~ Z 
Mary Magdalene Vardaman, daughter of John? and Elizabeth (Morgan) Vardaman. aes yas 


(4) While heres were at least three (and maybe 4) different William Vardamans in Virginia 
during the 1760s, there were only 2 adults by that name in Bedford Co. -- "old" William’ and - 
his son William’. We do not have even an approximate birth year for William?’s son, William’; 
although, since he married ca 1796 I would guess that he was born ca 1770-75. William*, son -_ 
of John’, and grandson of William!, would have been present but probably not as an adult while ra 
his family was in Bedford Co. Again we don’t have even an approximate birth date for William* _~ _ 
but since he was a Testator for the William Menefee marriage bond in Dec. 1774 and fought in -° |. 
the battle of Point Pleasant, also in 1774, I would hazard a guess that he was born ca 1750 and .:—.”-:. 
would have still been in his teens during the 1760s. 
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a): “While la am unfamiliar with ‘the. .Stephenson Bible record referred to by Mrs." Deck,*I ” 
“believe she is probably correct in her analysis of the Mary Vardeman record. In any event,’ Le 
would not believe that this npeson was born'i in 1721. and didn’ t die until 1844-==-123 years-old 


= Not Be Le ‘4 tite ha - mae ; pa 7 i - Tie ue 3 es es 


Q) Mrs. Deck i is generally c on n target with her syppusinodst in this iene? Ti am not ‘amiliat with - 

"old Michael Woods and his group". I wish I knew more about this incident. However,’I think 
that she is correct with regard to the way that William’ Vardaman made his way from New 
Castle, DL, to what would later become Albemarle Co., VA. 5 oe 


ne ss - a Ss Wate eee erase SS eee 


Letter No. 18 dated A r. 27, 1970: — eee er ae Pee 
(1) ° The Jane Vardeman who entered into the marriage contract with . Francis 


; Billingslea/Billingsley .in Wilkes Co., GA, Dec. 21, 1797, was the widow of William? 
; Vardeman. As previously noted it is supposed that she might, have been a Beane: Dye no 
eOLOD OLA information for this Bremner has ever been found. = 


af 


4 


“2 “() Mrs. Deck has come to the same conclusion that I have concerning the marriage of Sabra = 
~~~ #8 Liles to a Vardaman; i.e., ae was | Doi: the first wife of James Vardaman and the mother wee 


“of his three sons. - .'.’- eine i a cae Fn eRe ee 
. . THE END Bee 7 
EERE ; i Bo A eg a Aa 
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THE CHEROKEE WAR—WESTERN EXPLORATION 


In the hope of enlisting the aid of the friendly Cherokees and Cataw- 
bas in the struggle against the French and their Indian allies, Governor 
Dinwiddie appointed Colonel William Byrd and Colonel Peter Randolph 
to visit the two nations. __ aaa cee tak 

This they'did‘in'the’summer of 1766, carrying with them many gifts, 
and successfully concluded a treaty with the tribes whereby they agreed 
to furnish Virginia with soo warriors in return for the erection of a fort 
for the protection of their wives and children against the assaults of the 
northern Indians. Virginia at once fulfilled her promise, and Fort 
Loudon on the Tennessee was built the same*stimmer: * 

In the spring of 1757 when the long promised Indian aid arrived it 
was found to consist of but 400 warriors and of these only 180 remained 
at the fort at Winchester, the others immediately returning home. They 
had evidently become disaffected towards the Virginians through French 
influence, and now were bent upon mischief, for in their march back and 
forth through Virginia they committed many acts of violence upon the 
inhabitants, and slew and tomahawked' one of their own members in 
Col. Clement Read’s yard. 

When they reached western Halifax and Bedford Counties they be- 
came bolder in their defiant attitude and robbed the inhabitants of their 
horses, plundered their homes, and offered brutal insults to their persons. 

The people of Halifax were placed in a most trying position, for it 
was well known and understood that the Cherokees were our friends 
and allies, and that their warriors had marched to our aid; yet here were 
marauding bands of more than a hundred: warriors‘straying over the 
country and boldly robbing the inhabitants, who hesitated to offer 
Tesistance to the intruders for fear of provoking them to war. We may 
know that the Cherokees were keenly sensible of the plight in which 
these Virginians were placed, for they remained several weeks terrorizing 
the countryside. 

A letter? of Colonel Fontaine to relatives in England, dated June 11, 
1757, said: “Those of the Indians that call themselves our friends do 
despise us, and in their march through our inhabited country, when going 


to our assistance, insult and annoy. It is not above a month ago since a 
1Dinwiddie Papers, Vol. a, p. 609. 
*“Memoirs of s Huguenct Family,” by Maury. 
(783 


‘ 


eae ere neo tye a | 
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party of about a hundred and twenty Cherokees, in passing through 
Lunenburg insulted people of all ranks.” _ 
When Col. Read® notified the, Gayemor,of,the presence and behavior 
of the Cherokees his Excellency advised reasgning. with, then. ina. mild 
way for fear, of provoking them to open warfare, which he said “would 
prove of fatal consequences ; however the people are not to be robbed and 
insulted.” 
ss when the people, acting upon the Governor’s advice, attempted to 
reason with the Indians, ,their peaceful overtures were repulsed and 
bloodshed followed. , 


A letter* from the Governor to Col. Fontaine, County Lieutenant, in 
regard to the situation stated: 


“Sin May 7, 1757. 

I received y'r L’re of April 20, last night and am very sorry for the 
aprehensions the frontiers are under an attack from the Indians. It isa 
surprise to me that the People allow Indians to come so frequently among 
them: the very examining of the Co’try and the Peoples Houses was 
Suspicion Sufficient to raise the militia and Take ’em all Prisoners. I 
approve of your sending out James Dillard with fifty men; and please 
order hin to continue out aranging.” 

‘The citizens of Bedford County petitioned® to be allowed to kill the 
Indians, and asked for soldiers to be stationed among them for protection, 
but their petition was denied in the hope of preventing open conflict. 

Covernor Dinwiddie’s term of office expired January, 1758, and Mr. 
Blair, president of the Council, became the presiding official of the colony 
until the arrival of Governor Fauquier in the following June. Blair 
ordered an investigation into the origin of the troubles in Halifax and 
Bedford Counties with the Cherokees, and for this purpose a especial 
court was held at Mayes Ferry (now Booker’s Ferry), on Staunton River, 
in Halifax County, on June 1, 1758, when the following depositions* 
were taken of those who had suffered from Indian outrages or taken part 
in the conflicts with them: 


“Halifax a 
to-wit— 


’ At Mays’s Ferry on Staunton River June the rst, 
1758, was taken by Order of Mr. President 
Blajr—The State cause and process of the three several Engagements, 


‘Dinwiddie Papers, Vol. 3, p. 612. 
‘Dinwiddie Papers, Vol. 2, p. 619. 
*North Carolina Hist. Review,” Vol. 2, p. 443- ; 
*Jndian Book,” Vol, 6, pp. 13-59, at Columbia, South Carolina. 
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had between several parties of militia of Halifax and Bedford Counties, 
in Company with part of Captain Hawkin’s men, with several parties of 
Indians in their march thro! aes Counties which is as followeth, to-wit, 


nan, John Hall, Richard Thompson, 

Ni AOVerininepanr, Robert Jones Junr, and Henry Snow being 

rig sworn, as to ste first of the three Engagements they deposed in 
Substance as followeth, 

First John Wheeler aged about 50, John Hall and Richard’ Thompson 
aged about 25 each, swore that having been robbed of some Horses some- 
time in the begining of May, being at a neighbours House, were informed 
by him, that several Indians were seen to pass thro’ the Neighbourhood 
with a great number of packed Horses, and that several other Horses 
were missing of that Neighbourhood, to the number of 20 at least That 
they had Robbed several Houses, and had as was supposed murther’d 
or—Captivated a family near that Neighbourhood, as the family was 
missing, and could not be heard of, and that they called themselves 
Shawanees; Whereupon these three Deponents with four others agreed 
to go after the Indians, and in a friendly manner demand the Horses, 
and other things Stolen; ‘That these three Deponents, being on Horse 
back, the rest on foot, came up with the Indians, And the Deponent 
Wheeler calling them Brothers, desired to treat with them. The Indians 
painted and sullen, put themselves in a posture for Battle, And sternly 
asked if they were for War, The Deponents replied they were not, That 
they were friends and Brothers and desired peace and quiet delivery of 
their Horses, and asked the Indians of what Nation they were; upon that 
they instantly set up the War Whoop; The deponent Wheeler seeing his 
Horse in the Hands of an Indian took hold of the Bridle, and whilst they 
were strugling for him, other Indians came up and seized him and the 
Horse he rode, which he was forced to quit to them after receiving 
several Blows with a Tomahawke—fled on foot, three Indians pursued 
him, and three Guns were fired, as he supposed at him and his Com- 
panions, as he heard a Bullet whistle by him, and he and his Companions 
made their escape without any other Hurt or loss, then that of two more 
Horses, which were then taken from them by the Enemy, That in their 
flight they met the rest of the Company on Foot, coming to them upon 
which reinforcement, they came to a resolution once more to follow the 
Indians, and being joyned afterwards by a few others, did,so, making 
up the Number Eleven tho’ some of those Eleven were without Guns, 
That they came to Staunton River, and when there, these several Depo- 
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nents, to-wit; _ Wisteles; WAU ERMSEITENT, John Hall, Richarc 
Thompson, Wap sgeyanr, Robert Jones, Junr, and Henr 
Snow, Swear on ies jhe scanel at the River Bank they as the: 
imagined heard the Indians WarHalloo on the other side, that the 
proceeded to pass the River, that when they gott over, on rising th 
Bank on the other side, they founda small fire just kindled, and at som 
little distance from iiice, they elserved the Eneaty, upon which all th 
Deponents say that @teawaiiain EY rrati en oes eeeeys went fore 
most, and that they all fcllowed ives: at his heels, that when they cam 
up to the Enemy they found they had tyed their Horses, pretty many i 
Number to the Bushes, that most of the Indians were painted and othe 
then painting, some black some Red, but mostly black, that when the 
came near OIGRAREREAB pulled off his Hatt and Bowed and accoste 
them in terms of peace, and Friendship, and said Gentlemen we come i 
a Brotherly manner to ask you for our Horses, and other Goods, th: 
you have taken from us, that the Indians gave a kind of a Grunt, ar 
appeared determined for mischief, stripped themselves threw out tl 
priming of their Guns, fresh primed and Cocked them, struck the 
Tomahawks into Trees, and in an angry manner demanded of tl 
Deponents if they would fight; that whilst Verdiman who was still wu 
covered Bowing and Treating with them, the Enemy Indeavored 
Inviron them, and had actually got them into a half Circle before t 
Deponents were aware upon which, and young Verdiman observing th 
two Indians had pointed their Guns, they the Deponents all retreat 
backwards with their Faces to the Enemy, and took to trees, that on the 
retreat, the Indians threw their Tomahawks, and that two of the 
narceely missed two of their men, that one of them would have h 
Wetman, but that he luckely parried it with an Elder Stick he h 
in his hand (for he was one of the number of those that had no Gun 
and the Indians pursuing and they retreating in Order, they were ne 
drove to the River Banck, where they must have inevitably perish 
had they then attempted to have crossed, that on the retreat a Gun w 
fired upon which the Engagement insued, and many Guns discharg 
on both sides, in which Engagement the Father of John Hall one of | 
deponents fell, and being mortally wounded soon after died, that duri 
the Engagement those of the Deponents wha had Guns were obliged 
fly from tree to tree to one another for a shott of Powder and Lead kk 
being very scarce among them, that in the Engagement three Indi: 
fell, that at last their Powder and Lead being Expended they fled b: 
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over the River in different places, and being all met again on the other © 


side, they went to a'Neighbours House, supplied thernselves with more 
Ammunition, and went back again to place where the Engagement was 
to look for their wounded friend, who they found expiring, three 
Indians dead in the Field and much plunder, that they scalped the 
Indians, threw their dead Bodies into the River, and brought away 
their dying friend and the plunder, and that their Friend soon after 
dyed, the account of Spoil found in the Field consisting of Horses, 
Saddles, Bridles, Mens, and Womans apparel &c., is herewith sent Con- 
tained in two papers Numbered 1. 2. 


To give the particulars and cause of the second Engagement William 
Morgan, Pinkethman Hawkins, Thomas Overstreet, and George Thomas 
were sworn. ae > 

Pinkethman Hawkins on his Oath deposed, that being Ordered out 
by Colonel Talbot to join Captain Mead, to go in pursuit of the Enemy 
who had killed Hail, stole many Horses, Robbed and plundered many 
Families in Bedford and Halifax Countys, and was supposed to have 
killed or Captivated other Families who were then missing, in his 
March he fell upon the House of one Standiford (where he found one 
Byrd whose wife the Indians had taken and threatned to carry her 
away as a Squa, though she afterwards luckily made her escape, whilst 
the Enemy was Busy in plundering her Husbands House) and he found 
the House of Standiford strip of everything, the Bed Ticks ripped open 
and carryed away, and the feathers scattered all over the House, and the 
Family gone, whilst there he heard a hollowing and noise of Indians. 
Ordered his men then with him fifteen in Number to go with twenty five 
of the Inhabitants, who had collected themselves, and way lay the 
Indians at a pass he was advised by his Guide, they must go through, 
and extend a line along the Ridge by that pass as long as the number of 
men would admit of, and wait the coming of the Indians; for that he 
himself and another, namely one Tarbro, would go to the Indians (who 
by the noise he imagined was over the River not far of) and treat 
with them in a Friendly manner about the Prisoners and Plunder they 
had gott, and that he charged them, if they should see the Indians pass 
by with him a Prisoner, or, that they should hear of his death, or, if 
they should pass by with their Horses Packed, they might conclude his 
Treaty with them had proved ineffectual, and Ordered them if either of 
these things should happen, to treat the Indians (more especially as all 
along their March, they had declared themselves Shawances), as Enemys, 
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and on the March of his men, in consequence of such Orders, He Haw- 
kins, with ‘arbro, as was concerted proceeded forwards to treat with 
the Indians, that when they came to the River Eight or Ten Indians 
came over the River to thern, that he endeavoured to come to terms with 
them, proposed peace and Friendship, and called them Brothers, they 
surlily answered, no, no, no Brothers, English damned Rogues, and 
clapping their Hands, on their Breats called themselves, and making 
signs signifyed to them, there was a great many Shawanees all about 
them, that the wood and Mountains were full of them, that he still 
mentioned peace and told them that he and Tarbro were unarmed and 
came as Brothers, but the Indians not withstanding his mentions for 
peace, Striped him of his Coat, Waiscoat, Shirt, Shoes, Stockings, and 
Hatt, and gave him several Blows with their Tomhawks and ordered 
him away, he remembering that in his. Breeches (which -was all the 
Coaths they had left him) he had about five shillings in Cash, gave it 


- to one of the Indians, who thereupon returned him his Coat, upon which 


the Deponent Hawkins thinking they were.in a better humour, again 
proposed to treat with them, upon which they beat him and Tarbro very 
severely, and Cut him thro’ the upper Lip with a Blow of a Scalping 
knife, led them both by the Hands up the River Banck and ordered them 
to run away or they would kill them, which Order they readily Obeyed, 
and being at two great a distance, and as they were bare footed did not 
come up with the men till the Battle with the Indians was over. 

William Morgan on his Oath deposed that being one of the Twenty 
five that had joined Hawkin’s Men excited thereto by the Complaints 
of the People for the continual and repeated Robberies committed among 
them by the Indians, and more particularly on Account of the several 
Familys missing supposed to be killed or Captivated by the Indians, 
and of the Caption of Byrd his Neighbours Wife, he with the others on 
the receipt of Hawkins’s Order, marched under the direction of one 
Shoat who was their Guide to take possession of the Ridge, mentioned 
in Hawkins’s Deposition, where they posted themselves, very advan- 
tageously, that whilst they were there waiting for the Enemy, Byrd, who 
had watched the Fate of Hawkins and Tarbro, came to them and in- 
formed them of the abuse received by them from the Indians, and 
directed them to be ready prepaired for the Enemy was approaching, 
in a very little time after they heard the Indian War Whoop and a Gun 
fired upon which a runing fit began, that the Indians tryed to get them 
into a half moon three times which at last they effected and that in the 
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Engagement he a two Indians fall, that at last the Enemys half moon 
being broken, both parties fied from each other. 

Thomas Overstreet swore in Substance as Morgan the foregoing 
Deponent George Thomas being sworin Deposed in Substance as fol- 
loweth, That the Indians had Stole a Stallion from one John Echols, 
that Echols bought a Horse of the Deponent to follow the Indians to 
give them in Exchange for his Stallion, that the Indians took him from 
Echols also, and Shot at him, that their Number to about forty had a 
large Number of Pack Horses with them; That they Robbed Striped 
one Wollocks and beat him; That being sent by Colonel Talbot for relief 
of Men, in his way met some men who had been striped and beaten by 
the Indians, that he went with them to the House of one Morgan, a 
Brother to Morgan one of the Deponents, which they found open and 

‘plundered, and all the Family missing, that he found abundance of 
Feathers Strewed about the Yard, that in the path a little distance from 
the House they found a Childs Shirt and Cap, and some pieces of Rope 
and Hickory Bark, on which they concluded the Family was bound 
taken and carryed away Prisoners; that a little further they found the 

_ Patent of Morgans Land and some paper money; That they proceeded 
-to the next House which they found in the same order and condition, 
with the Feathers thrown about, and the Family missing; That they went 
farther to other Houses and found them empty, the Family’s gone and 
the Doors of their Houses Tomahawked and cut with many other signs 
of wanton Mischief, That these appearances induced him to join the 
twenty four who joined Hawkins’ fifteen (the rest of Thomas's Deposi- 
tion was the same in Substance as Morgans and Overstreets with respect 
to their Orders and the Engagement with the Indians, only with this 
addition) that the day after the Engagement, he this Deponent with 
others came to View the Field were the Engagement happened, where 
they found one Indian dead which was scalped, Nineteen fine Horses, 
and much plunder, and among the plunder a French Scalping Knife, 
note, that this second Engagement happened soon after the first but not 
with the same Indians. a 

To the third Engagement were examined upon Oath George Watts, 
Charles Brigh, Samuel Brown, and John Craig. 

George Watts on his Oath deposed that on or about the 234 day of 
May one Franciscae, having informed the people in his Neighbourhood | 
that he was Robbed of his Horse by Twelve Indians, that they had 
burnt a House and Tomhawked a woman; a Sergeant belonging to 


5 
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Captain Haristones Company in Bedford, with Nine men of which thes 
Deponents were a part were Ordered to follow the Indians, to know wh 
they were and treat with them about the delivery of the Horses an 
things Stolen. That they went in search of them, and when they came i 
sight of them which was but a few miles from Bedford Court Hous 
the Sergeant and four of the others would proceed no farther, nc 
liking the looks of the Indians, but that he with the three others tk 
Deponents, proceeded to march up to them; That when they came nez 
(as they were Ordered) they demanded of what Nation they were, ar 
they answered Cherockees, they therupon told them they were Brother 
and as a Token they were so Grounded their Firelocks and told tl 
Indians to do so to and meet and shake Hands and talk about the 
Horses &c* they had taken from the White men their Friends, up 
which the Indians immediately striped themselves (as is their Custc 
when determined for Battle) took to Trees, and prepared to Enga; 
That this Deponent being foremost, took, as they rest also did, to a tr 
that an Indian fired at him, that he returned the fire and saw an Indi 
fall, they they these Deponents gave Ground and at last ran, that 1 
Indians did not pursue, that they ran to a Plantation near, whi 
were some women and Children, and in a small time returned to | 
Place where they fought the Indians, and found them gone and so 
Plunder and Stolen Horses left behind them, which they took and carn 
away. 

Charles Bright Swore the same in Substance with Watts, only w 
this Circumstance added, to wit, that before the Indians fired and W: 
had returned the fire on which an Indian fell, the Indians had got tt 
into a half Moon, and that the Bullet shot by the Indian at Watts w 
between Watts’s head and the Bark of the Tree he stood behind : 
beat of much of the Bark. 

Samual Brown deposed the same in Substance as Watts and Bri 
John Craig deposed the same in substance as Watts, Bright and Bre 
with this addition, to-wit; the twelve as he supposed, Cut thro’ the F 
of his House and Robbed it. 

Now follows the Substance of some Depositions taken to prove n 
Robberies committed by the Indians on several of the Inhabitants, an 
prove they called themselves Shawanees, taken at the Instance 
request of the persons concerned in the several Engagements. 

John Wallocks being sworn deposed in substance as followeth : i 
haying heard of much Mischief being done and of many Robberies t 
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committed, by the Indians in Bedford and Halifax County’s, the Neigh- 
bourhood where he lived collected themselves together at one of the 
Neighbours Houses till the Indians should pass by, or the fright be 
over, that whilst he was there some people came to them who had been 
just Striped, Robbed and beaten by the Indians, and that they believed 
the Indians by the Rout they took would pass that way, along a Road 
that ran near the Plantation where they then were, that he excited by an 
Imprudent Curiosity to see them, went to the road along which he sup- 
posed they would pass, and hideing himself in convenient place, waited 
‘their coming, he presently heard them rideing Hallooing and whooping, 
and when they came pritty near him they stopped in an open convenient 
part of the road to try the Horses they had but just Stolen, and con- 
tinued their sometime, paceing up and down the Road diverting them- 
selves, till he, skipping from one hiding place to another, the better to 
discover what they were about, was unhappily espied by them and 
catched; when they catched him they Stripped him of every thing but 
his Shirt, took away his Gun Powder-Horn and Shot Bag, shook their 
Tomhawks over his head, and calling themselves Shawanees beat him 
pritty much, and dismissed him, ordering him to run, and he running 
pleased at his Escape fell upon another Indian who took his Shirt, gave 
him another threshing, and sent him off Stark naked Ordering him 


to Run and as he fled, threw a Stone at him which had well nigh knocked 
him down, and cut his Back in a terrible manner. 


John Yates being sworn deposed, that he in company with one Philip 
Preston were rideing along the road together not having heard anything 
about the Indians, or suspecting anything about them. He heard a Gun 
fired close behind him, and turning about discovered three Indians close 
at his Heels, That they could have made their Escape, But on the Indians 
calling out Cherrockees and holding out their hands in token of friend- 
ship, and fearing to be fired at should they attempt to Escape, they 
stopped; The Indians came up to them and Shook hands, and then 
instantly pulled them off their Horses, beat them with Sticks, Stripped 
them naked, took all they had from them, pointed their Guns at them, 
and Ordered them to run which Order they instantly Obeyed. 

Philip P. 


Teston being sworn deposed the same in substance as John 
Yates. | ; 


Patrick Johnson being sworn, deposed that a parcel of Indians of 
what Nation’ he knew not, came to his House shot a Bull in his yard. 
Robbed him of eight Horses and all he had in the World. 

| 
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Hartman Doran on his Oath deposed that he was Robbed by 
Indians of all that he had. ; 
James Moore on his Oath deposed that the Indians came to his Hi 
set up the War Whoop, and called themselves Shawanees, that he 
in their possession the Horse of Robert Lucas his Neighbour Lo 
with goods—That they demanded of him his Horse, that they beat 
unmercifully that they shot two Guns, that ye Powder of one flew it 
face, that they took two mares from him and Robbed him of his gc 

John Alfcorn on his Oath deposed that being at home, he hea: 
Gun fire, heard the War Whoop, that he hid himself, and that 
Robbed him of every thing in his House. 

George Adams deposed much to the same purpose, and that - 
Robbed him Adams, of all he had in his House. 

Robert Pepper deposed that on the 7 day of May he and his Mo 
being at home, some Indians came rideing upoto his house that s: 
fired their Guns, others flourished their Tomhawks, that they ca 
themselves Cherrokees and told them mariy Shawanees were com 
that they took from him three Riffe Guns his Powder-Horn and s 
Bag, Struck his Mother with a Tomhawke, presented a Gun to | 
struck him with a Tomhawke and with the But end of his Gun str 
out two of his Teeth, knocked down his Mother, and Robbed the Ho 
of every thing im it. ; 

The particulars of the several Robberies are Contained in the pap 
herewith sent, number No. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. which papers were sw: 
to, and the Quaker Echol’s letter is also herewith sent. In Obedience 
His Honour M’, President Blair’s Commands we the subscribers met 
Mays Ferry on Staunton River in the County of Halifax on Thursc 
the first day of June 1758 and caused to come before us the several part 
in the several foregoing depositions, named, and on Oath Examir. 
them touching the State, Cause and process of the three Several E 
gagements between the militia and several Parties of Indians, and ha 
set down as near as possible the sum and substance of the whole. 


Witness our hands the 1% day of Ju 
aforesaid— 


Clement Read. 
: Mathew Talbot.” 


One would judge from these depositions that the people of Hali 
and Bedford showed much restraint and patience in dealing with 


| 
} 
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NOTES by J. H. VARDAMAN | ote 
-on- the © 4! 
BIOGRAPHY OF REV,” JEREMIAH VARDAMAN _ 


ae set forth on pages 143-160 of the DRAPER MANUSCRIPTS, von. 


ceeererneaes cee Sree AR Sea Rae, tee SE A ei 


eerrere Tae 


Le --- June 8, 1992 .--- gi et hee = 


KRRKRR RRR : Coa 


The bio-sketch of the life of Rev. Jeremiah Vardaman (1775- 1842) in 

Vol. 235 of the DRAPER MANUSCRIPTS by Lyman C. Draper is from an ~~ 
interview by Mr. Draper with Rev. William H. Vardaman, son of Rev. _ 
Jeremiah Vardaman, in St. Charles Co., Missouri, May 25-26, 1868. 


While this is an extensive article on the life of the ~Rev. 
Jeremiah, it -contains only brief, limited references to his 
ancestry. These can be stated as follows: * ; 


Gti (1) The original Vardeman (sic) came from Sweden 260 years ede and 


et married a Welch lady. SESE Sf AEN oa ie ote Lens 


=? (3) One of their sons settled in Virginia. He had/a large family, 
one of whom was John, the ESeher of Rev.. Jeremiah Vardemens 37 


aot 


~ (4) This John Vardeman died on Grovor's Creek, st. Louis Co. ; “MO, = 
ve vi. perhaps about 1835; aged 104. He was buried at /Captain John 
“ro-~-=--- Sappington's, about 15 miles west of St. _Louis. ao Ba ietcety Se 3 


(5) One of his daughters, Mary Magdalene, married Simon Cockrill 
and they lived together 80 years - he a noted hunter and trapper in. © 
Kentucky and Missouri. They both died within a day of each other,” "™: 
on the borders of Clay Co., MO, she at 100 and. he at 105. ae Rae sce 


we ee tens tee eee 


a 


This account of the Rev. Jeremiah's ancestry is eens ae pers 
bg than that which may be found in other published accounts of Baptist ° 
... Church History and contains no reference to the ‘Vardaman's 
‘originally arriving in South Carolina as do the other accounts. 
Also, this account provides an intervening generation between the ~ . 
original Vardeman to come from Sweden and John, the father of | 
Jeremiah. It has often been conjectured that the other ancestral ~“ >~ 
histories of Rev. Jeremiah have somehow omitted a generation... The; 
-inclusion of this intervening generation allows for a much more - 
reasonable projection of Vardaman ancestry as well as one which - 


more readily agrees with known facts. _ we - 


oon tae woe ne mee a te ee 
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With regard to the four points” outlined above: 


- (1) The 260 “year elapsed ‘time hae ; to -be in ‘error. Peseibiy: t 
narrator meant to say that the first Vardaman arrived from Sweden 
: ~160 years ago - not 260." ~Since the date of the interview -was-1868 + 
“260 years earlier would have been ca 1608. : Fe ete! 


_ became involved in 1629 and in 1663 King Charles I granted the area - 


“coast. ‘However, there was no interior penetration until ca 1730. 


the Draper interview would seem to be impossible. If one were: 
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Delaware, one of the twa pac enei al sites ue. “the “ervival: lof 
Vardamans in America, was not discovered by Henry Hudson until: 
1609. It was explored in 1615-16 by Cornelius Hendrickson and 


first settled ca 1624 by Walloons (from Belgium, then under the : | 
Netherlands government). This settlement didn't last. The first -. 


permanent settlement was not until 1631. In 1638, the city of-= 


Wilmington was established as Ft. Christina by the New Sweden Co.. 


Delaware came under Swedish control ca 1642 and in 1654 the Swedes = 
expelled the Dutch. The Dutch temporarily regained control in 1655 2: 
but by 1683 Delaware had come under English control. In 1693 = - - 


Delaware united with Pennsylvania, but separated again in 1704. 


“In view of the above, it is unreasonable to believe that any 


Vardaman arrived in Delaware in 1608, or, for that matter, in any 
ensuing year prior to the middle of the century. On the other 
hand, had they arrived about 160 years prior to Mr. Draper's — 
interview with Rev. W. H. Vardaman, this would place the time as ca ? 


would seem to fit very well. = Onset. os “Tg. 0 NS 


With ‘regard to the tia arrival of the Vardaman's in’ South® 
Carolina, it should be noted that while South Carolina was first 
discovered in 1521, this was by Spaniards. Although the Spaniards 


attempted settlements, none lasted and the Spaniards eventually — 


"1708. Since our first known official Vardaman reference is the #-=-:5 
will of John Vardaman in New Gene les Co. Delaware, in 1714, “this 3 


abandoned their efforts to colonize this area. The English first-._ 


of South Carolina to 8 English Lords (The Lords Proprietors). The° 


first permanent English settlement was established in 1670 ‘at%: 
:. Albemarle Point on the west bank of the Ashley River. In 1680 this” 


settlement was moved a short distance to the present Site of the” 
city of Charleston. Settlement by the English,” together with? 
French Protestants (Huguenots), gradually extended up and down the } 


In view of the above history of South easiness the Vardamans eee 
not have arrived there from Europe prior to ca 1680, some 180-190 
years prior to 1868. So, again the 260 year figure mentioned in= 


inclined to accept South Carolina as the site of the original 


arrival of the Vardamans in America (which I do not), a 160 year 
figure would, again, seem to be much more acceptable. 
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“.. marriage of a Vardaman with a lady of Welch descent, this would 


* coming to America with her parents. However, she did not marry the: 


* married in Brunswick Co., VA, in the early 1740s,:was undoubtedly” 


" (3) As ‘previously indicated, this would seem to fit ‘eosdak Facts 
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(ye is~a fact that one JehaWardanancmarried antelicabern 
“Morgan ‘in “Brunswick County;:Virginia ca 1742-44 ,(not-South Carolina 
as some histories have it). Elizabeth Morgan was of Welch descent 


_and, for all any of us know, may have very well been born in _Wales™ 


original John Vardaman who came to America. ~The John whom ‘she 


the son of William Vardaman of the same location (the same William 
of the 1783 Newberry Co., SC, will). This William Vardaman is very 
probably William, son of John Vardaman of New Castle Co., DL, and 
mentioned in John's 1714 will. Ses 


Bt 


It should be noted here that, because of the way counties were = -~- 
formed in Virginia, a person could have been living in Brunswick ~ ~~ 


“" County 1732-1746, Lunenburg County 1746-1754 and Bedford County ~~~ 


1754 and after without having moved an inch. Or a person could -. 
have been living in the first two above and then in Halifax from 
1752 on, or in Halifax from 1752-1767 and Pittsylvania from 1767 


* on, also without moving at all. « 


In view of the above, while there is no argument that there was a 


_... nave been the Rev. Jeremiah's parents, John and Ebieabeth (Morgan) - 
Vardaman and not some prior generation. : : sees 


_ Magdalena, in Delaware later than 1724 (baptism of a female child 


Se Jeremiah. oi) set ental 


-very well. John Vardeman of New Castle.Co., -DL, who left a will sin : 
1714, had a son named William - a minor at-the time the will was ---- 
written. This William married Magdalena Peterson in Wilmington; 

. DL, in 1720. *A William Vardaman next appears in Goochland Co., VA, _ 
in 1734-35, and is extensively documented in southside Virginia 
records through the 1740s, 50s and 60s. 


Since there is no record of this William (son of John) and wife, - 


at Holy Trinity Church in Wilmington), this would appear to be the -- 
same William Vardaman who is granted a tract of land in Goochland 
County. This William Vardaman did indeed have 4 sons and an 
unknown number of daughters. The oldest -son was named John and » 
documented records lead to the conclusion that this is the. .John.- 
Vardaman who migrated westward through Virginia into Kentucky. ee 
“eventually settling in Lincoln Co. This Jone was the father of eee 


There is a record of a William Vardeman, together with his wife, 
being involved in certain land transactions in New Castle County, 
DL, in the 1740-50 era. However, this is William the son of 
Johannes Vardeman. Johannes was the elder son of the John Vardaman 
of the 1714 will. ; 
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°H. Vardaman, did indeed die around ‘1835 at the stated age of about ==: 
~ 104, this “would place his birth’ ca-1730. : While such _an age may ~~ 
. Stretch our. credulity, it is “certainly. _within _the realm_ of 
possibility. While there are those who doubt that a man of John's 
_ purported age (80-90 at the time) would be moving to a new, untamed - 
“ ~ frontier area, this move is supported by an entry in the annals of” 
“ii the Crab Orchard (Kentucky) Church. This entry,’ as set forth on 
“<page 233 of Spencer's History of Kentucky Baptists, is as follows: 


“In October of that year (1812), the church at Crab Geenaeas 

entered on its book of records an’ order, "that (old. John? 
a Vardeman have a letter:of demission.” The term "ola" was 
7 ae designed to distinguish him from his son of the same name. ~-= 
a . With this evidence of his fellowship with the children of God, pees 
‘he moved to Misssouri, where he died at the age of 109 ‘years: ee? 


de If born in the early 1730s, “old" John would have been in his early 
P 80s at the time of this move. Note the slight discrepancy between | 

; John's age of 104 (as stated by his grandson. Wm. H. Vardaman in 
; “ "“.the Draper Mss.) and the age of 109 as set forth above for his 
ae a death. I don't believe this slight difference is significant and ; 
- both are much more believable than the age of 125 as set forth in... 
some other published histories... _..._ _- Poi eighedh iu§ Rye sce tes 


“.. On the other hand, we have the fact that John could not have been 
- born ca 1730 and married in 1742-44. He would have been only 12-14 
= ~-years old at that time and marriage would have been out. of the e:s252 
woo" eon "question. However, if he were - say - 4 years older, born in 1726? 

; instead of 1730, and married in 1744 rather than one or two years 
aoe - @arlier, he would have been 18 at the time of the marriage - an age 

that, while still very young, could be considered acceptable 


-*°. If John's father, William, is the same William as the son of John 

ae Vardeman of New Castle Co., DL, of the 1714 will and who married’. 

- + Magdalena Peterson in 1720, it is very possible that John was born - 

fom vio De Lone 1730. We know of the birth of a daughter, Maria, to this - 

-- -couple ca 1724 and, of course, it is very possible that all - 
=" ehildren born to this couple between 1720 and 1730 could have been 
ee > Auge ees: 3 : 


- It is stated in the Draper interview that John Vardeman died on 

; Grovor's Creek and was buried at Captain John Sappington's about 15 

“sve™ > 0 6 6Umiles: west of St. Louis. According to Dr. Edward P. Moore, a 

- jee census of this cemetery is in existence but no marker for a. 
Aneta “Vardaman by any spelling was placed or still stands. .Two John... _. 
Sappingtons are buried in this cemetery: ; 
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- (1) John, -born May 28,71790, ‘died March 27, -1864-(with wife 
. Sarah) and (2) John, died ears 10, _2815,: eae 4 (making . the - 
date of Ahis— birth 1751) - Sos cae 


Of particular iaeeeesk= is ~the wife se he Habbertena 
Sappington: Jemima Sappington who died ‘Sept.-27,~-1814, ‘age 54 --~ 
(making the date of her birth 1760). .I have been told that 
there exists (although I‘:do not have it) a record of “a 
Sappington-Vardaman marriage.” “ ne 


There is a record of the baptism of a child, Jemima, father 
Saas William, on March 8, 1741, in the Records of Baptisms by Rev. John —~ - 
%  oheer.t Craig, 1740-49. This Jemima is. undoubtedly the daughter-of the . 
ao same William of southside Virginia who is the father of John and 
; three other sons. She would be the sister of "old" John Vardaman.---~-- 
However, there is no information’ to indicate that she is the. 
Jemima, wife of John Sappington; or to otherwise link her to the 


Sappingtons.... Nevertheless, the dates involved would make it 
;.. possible for the Jemima, wife of John Sappington buried near St. 
i Louis, to be the daughter of Jemima Vardaman (baptized 1741), 


daughter of William. 


As we know, the territory comprising what is now the state of > 


> -Missouri was obtained by the U.S. as part of the Louisiana Purchase =~ 


of 1803. It was first part of the Louisiana-Missouri Territory . 
“, established in 1805, and then, in 1812, when the state of Louisiana - 
was established, it became the Missouri Territory. -~ Statehood was .: 
- achieved August 12, 1821 - the 24th state in the Union and the 2. 
second state to be carved out of the territory acquired in the 
Louisiana Purchase. 


(5) The Virkus Compendium, Vol. 1, page 559, states that Rev. 
Simon Cockrill, 1742-1839, married Mary Magdalene Vardaman and that 
their son John lived 1784-1837. Other information that I have | _.: 
received from other researchers indicates that Mary Magdalene - 
Vardaman was born in 1748, married Simon Cockrill in 1765, and died. -_ 
in 1839 in Missouri. J gh, nts 


The above dates, if correct, would make Simon only 97 years old and * 
Mary Magdalene 91 at the time of their deaths, rather than the ages ~*~ 
of 105 and 100 as stated by their nephew, Rev. Wm. H. Vardaman, in ..~ 
the Draper interview. Nevertheless, these are still very advanced -:.:-- 
ages and Rev. Vardaman was undoubtedly repeating information __..... 
furnished to him by others. A point to note is that the above 
Beas, 2 information providing the year of death for both husband and wife _ 
TY, as 1839 would tend to agree with the statement in the Draper ~ 
interview that the two died within a day of each other. : 


Page 58 of 131 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Vardaman Family 


additional Vatormation” ain, amy - tEiles. “andi Gates” ‘that hee Cockrills 
were still.in Virginia as.late as 1800 when™ Simon™ _represented 
“Russell County in the Virginia state legislature -for various terms 
during ~the-period-1791-1800.—-It-is-also my -understanding thatthe =: _ 
Johnson --County (Missouri) -Historical. Society..states that the 
Nardaman family settled in Cooper County, MO,.and that the Cockrill 
ri. Eamily came at the same time (no dates specified). Johnson County 
;* was not established until: 1835,- presumably from — ‘Cooper County,’: 
although I do not have this information. ; iz 
la, 2 a: AS reported by the St. Louis Historical Society, Simon Cockrill, 
ort. minister, wife Mary Magdalene, .represented Clay. County in the. - 
; “Missouri state legislature, 1822-24. This was immediately after — 
Fe nee -Missouri became a state (1821). Although I do not have a history 27" 
==: as to how counties were formed in Missouri, I do know that Clay is 
-in the far western part of the state to the eer of Kansas City. 

4 ~Cooper and Johnson Counties are in the center of the state (Cooper ‘" 
..  °is on the Missouri River). All are somewhat distant from St. Louis 
County, the purported place of death of John Vardaman. In view of - 
this, I doubt that "old" John Vardaman could’ have been in Missouri 
with the Cockrills. The Vardaman family who settled in Cooper 
County along with the Cockrills must be some of John's descendants «' 


ener ea have no-doubt that the simon Cockrill family in western ‘Misseure. 
: .as outlined above, is the same Simon Cockrill ‘who was in ‘western’. 
: Virginia previously. . While the Draper’ interview emphasizes _that 
= Simon was a noted trapper and hunter, he was also.a Minister ‘of the 
_ Gospel (presumably Baptist) and performed many ‘marriages Of | ‘record 
-in what is now Russell County in western Virginia. : 


me - J. H. Vardaman ©. 
Ans ; . . 361 Wright's Mill Ct. 
: . Alpharetta, GA 30201" 


"June 8, 1992 — 
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RAS EARA 


_ DUTCH, GERMAN or “SWEDISH? 


- by 5. LHe S aedeia ee oe 2b a ape or Fane P 
c-~ July 12, “L992 - 6 crs i eae ha 


PT Tee we et Laem 


Based on information that I have been able to develop, there are.) 
three possibilities relative to the origin of the Vardaman name: 


ee eet (1) Dutch game 
= (2) German : on os. 
(3) Swedish : : pee 


; zs» .. The first - Dutch - is set forth in the published biography of 

ce .2:2.. Parthenia Antoinette Vardeman Hague. Parthenia, a Civil War era’ 

: et... author and tutor, was a granddaughter of Col. Joseph Vardeman and ~ 
et his wife, Rachel Vining, of Harris County, Georgia. Joseph was one — 

; of the three Vardaman brothers who came from the “Dutch Fork" area.” . 

of Newberry County, South Carolina, to marry three Vining sisters: Ha ihe 

in Georgia. ‘This branch of the family came to- spell eee name . 

with an "e" as in Vardeman. ie a a 


In hee becuase (author sckaetnoe as published in the Bistory Ge 
Alabama and Dictionary of Alabama Biographies (Vol. III) by .Thomas.; 
-McAdory Owen, it is stated that her paternal (Vardeman) ancestors 
‘ came from the Netherlands. However, this biography is riddled with 
: os errors and I do not ascribe much credit to this statement. regarding - 
ete ees _ the origin of the Vardamans. Ae Oe sane 
_In fact, I suspect that the "Dutch" origin eheaey may have derived 
.. from "Dutch Fork", a rather broad and ill defined area of upper 
South Carolina between the Broad and Saluda Rivers, originally in 
old Ninety Six District, later Newberry County, where the Vardaman: 
. brothers were born. This area was originally settled, 1735-1750, --- 
een German emigrants from the Palatinate area of Germany, who 
._ traveled down the Rhine River to the Netherlands port’ of Rotterdam 
te BE ‘from whence they sailed to America. The name “Dutch Fork" derives 
oo sfeom the German word "Deutsch". (meaning German). 


oe 


Howavee, fHers is aheslutely no information to connect our Vardaman 
family . with these early German emigrants. The earliest . known 
: “ce -Vardaman emigrant to: this area ‘came from Bedford it Virginia,” 
an ca 1766. soe Es : neta 
ae "The seeena Sossibilaey = German - is provided in the published - 
biographies of my Great-Grandfather, John Forsythe Vardaman of: 
Coosa County, AL, and his father (my great~great-grandfather), Edwy | 
Liles Vardaman. John F. Vardaman's biography is included in the... 
Memorial Record of Alabama, Vol. I, first published in 1893. ae 


2ae ett ne eee Sep ras 


ore entire bg tt 
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“The E.-L. Vardaman biography “is stated by relatives: to have been 
‘written by his son, John™ Forsythe~ Vardaman;~who was not- only=a 
cc. school teacher ~but ~also™ Superintendent - of - Education -for ~Coosa 
__.County... While the author of the John Forsythe Vardaman biography 
is unknown, the information® contained in each is so similar, 

especially as to the ancestral ‘information included in each, “that 

it is reasonable to assume that it, too, was Written by John F. 

Vardaman, thereby making it an autobiography. The wording of the 
‘John F. Vardaman biography, together with the publication date of - 
the Memorial Record of Alabama in which it is included, allows it... 
to be dated to the early 1890s. Ns. 


E. L. Vardaman's biography is included in the History of Alabama™~’- 
and Dictionary of Alabama Biography by Thomas McAdory Owen, Vol. 
IV. iI do not know the publication date of this history. The only ~— 
date found on the title page was a copyright date of 1921 which is 
15 years after John F, Vardaman's death. Possibly the material. 
; ‘published in this book was accumulated over many wEats before 
Oe finally appearing in published form. 


Ww 


“""~". Again, both of these biographies contain errors, and, in the face 
os of conflicting information, I am reluctant to accept this statement 
of the Vardaman's origin as authoritative. Nevertheless, the .::-. 
_German origin theory is somewhat supported by an old newspaper. 
‘clipping (copy attached) concerning -the name ‘Vardaman. 
“article states that the name is of German orig: 


r, toy 


‘The third - Speeeiea leg: ‘swedish - —comes Spee ea publishe 
‘biographies (at least - these) of nebed Baptist minister, ~ a 
Jeremiah Vardeman of Kentucky. At least two, and possibly all 
three, of these biographies are from completely independent soutces|'' “” 
- that is, one was not the result of the other. Unfortunately, — 
_ these biographies, too, ‘contain identifiable errors ‘making | 

3 acceptance of the Swedish origin theory less than conclusive. 


wis Chae 


‘ The three Jeremiah Vardeman biographies that I refer to are: 
oe) ae (1) As inehuaed in tHe: Deaper MSS by onan: Cy Beacon: froin an os 

; interview with the Rev. William H. Vandemsns son of Rev. 
Jeremiah, May 25-26, 1868. ae ee 


(2) By Rev. Je M. Peck, as included in The Christian '’® 
Repository, originally published in August, 18547>’and~ 
republished in February, 1857. This biography by ‘Rev. 
Peck is also very similar (almost identical) to that -. 
included in The History of the Salt River Association, 
Missouri, by Wiley Jones Patrick, published in 1909. The 

cad, ‘ “biography of Jeremiah Vardeman which appears ‘in ‘the Salt 

eae, ~River History is included in a chapter entitled ae 

Pega e Regions pi faa eas cia by Revs J. M. -Peck. x 


A a Ko 


Hagens et tigen Rant tenn oe AeA ee, Le bk A ie oath see i Soci aes na Sipe aN gt ea or a td rd nem rm a — 
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aa i385. ane bicde a eee ae a eeiaea ie 
iL chistory- is -similar,.although not identical, to that ‘by 


ae “Peck. ?..The Spencer article contains information not 
" 22. 44eTineluded vin the Peck biography. ; 7: Rev. Peck is mentioned 
once by Mr. Spencer in a ‘footnote, indicating that at los e- 
3s least some of the material in Spencer's work may have been oe 
---. . obtained from Rev. Peck’s writings. .The source of the =. 
: additional information included in eprneon. s utotory is : 
weeeecttlao. unknown. 90. eee eee ee be Siete WSN a Bae ge es at seid, 


yee Tee “Based on additional ihecenaetan in my files, it appears very ‘likely ~ 
woweriena TGethat. Rev. J. M. Peck .was.a personal friend of Rev. Jeremiah 
-- , 2952 Vardaman. At the top of the last page of the Draper MS article it’ 


x: #@v8 <¢is stated that Rev. Vardeman greatly esteemed the Rev. J..M. Peck. | 
: te. "While I have copies of all three of the Rev. -Jeremiah Vardeman ~” 
as biographies mentioned above, I have not yet completed critiques of 

Ban e "the latter two. os Cote i AG 7 ee a 


Attached are copies of: , 2 3 


eee The Parthenia Vardeman ‘egue biography. together, netR RY Je 
a critique of Same.‘ *; 4 : _ : 


wat. = (2) The. John Forsythe. Vardaman biography together with “my - 
; critique of same. See e aT ee 


‘7 2 42, (3) My critique of the Rev. Jeremiah Vardeman biography from 
woTy ecco - othe Draper MSS.--The biography itself is much too bulky to. _: 
ee ‘ be included as spare of this article. . The ancestral 
ee eee ' information included in the biography is very brief and is 
* PaaS . set forth point by point in the critique so that. nothing 
os would be added by its inclusion. I have also. included a ee 
ae . copy of a short arercke Prem Family Puzzlers sexplaiaxag.< 


the Draper MSS.” i hes ; oe Geek aes 


w yee eee 


* (4) A copy of tae newspaper article concerning the erigit bE rity 
the Vardaman name. Be mae uae yee 


“Also attached are some aaddretonal ans pertaining to the origin of os 
: the Vardaman name as fellows: ae ieee 
fs (1) A copy of a letter “Ecom. Mr. Edward pe Mooees Jr., of the, 
7" “als. 7” University of Mississippi, to Mr. Guy Vining of Hurtsboro,-AlL, .- -- 
7 dated Sept. 17, 1970, in which Mr. Moore states (see last page) 

that Mr. Spencer did not get his information concerning the 
Vardeman ancestry direct from Rev. Jeremiah as had long been 
thought, but from a very old fellow minister who tried to recall. 

what Rev. Jeremiah had told him. 


eee be enna 
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=I suspect - Ahae: “this is ay ~reference” to Rev. J: =M>-Peck—-and - it-has-a——— 
~ negative” impact on the authenticity of: the -information: “included -in: 
> Spencer's History. On- ‘the ‘other: -hand,; we know that: Rev+-Peck first 
published a a biography _o of ‘Rey. «Jeremiah as early as 1854, . only 12 
; years after Jeremiah's deaths: <I | ‘would think that sthe information 
ae the 1854 biography must be considered more accurate as to” ‘what 
- Rev. Jeremiah may have pete ee Rev. Lpaaccns tev gee Gane ga ee 


tena we PE ee 


Additional ‘Information, not faeluded ‘in eens original: 1854". 

biography, and not disclosed until ca 1885 (the time of the Spencer 

History) - some 30. years later and 42 years after Jeremiah' Ss death 

- would have to be considered much more a ies a. 

‘+: " There are,” of course, other interesting items in Mr. “Moore's "=~ 
letter. However, please bear in mind that it was written in 1970, 

j over 20 years ago; and we now have information presumably not ~~~ 

cv" . available to Mr. Moore back then. Consequently, I do -:not 

necessarily agree with all of his comments and conclusions. 

’ Please note that this letter is as copied by Mr. Vining into his 

record book. It is not the original writing of Mr. Moore. 


. (2) A copy of a letter dated June 12, 1967, from peneene 
- McKinney Deck of Kentucky to Dorothy Tierney of Louisiana. Dorothy 
Tierney is a descendant of a William Vardeman and Rachel Walker... _ 
. This William vardeman died in Jasper County,.GA, ca 1816. Dorothy 
* Deck is a descendant of the John Vardeman : family who settled in 


ad ¥ 7% 


a eee ucey - aoat Pec 


I have (aeteasa this ‘item “because 6 the - anacee ‘regarding - =the = 
Vardeman ancestry as set forth in Spencer's History. Please note 
the similarity of Mrs. Deck's statement in this..letter to the -2.. 
statement by Mr. Moore in his letter to Guy Vining. The Rev. Black 
‘referred to in Mrs. Deck's letter is, in all Probe ti ey: the Revs a. 
OM. Peck with whom we are abredar familiar. ee a x 


x 


(3) A copy of a iebiey dated June oe 1968. -Erom poxethy Deck 
ee to Dorothy Tierney -containing some interesting information —. 
- *+ + goncerning her attempts to determine whether the Vardaman name. 
: might be Swedish or Dutch. ; Bho : é 


~? \° While the accounts in this letter are interesting, they are hardly 
conclusive. In fact, while the information from Mr. :Johnson, »~= 
author of The Swedish Settlements on the Delaware, would seem to be 
very promising, our current information regarding the Vardamans of - 
that era would appear to preclude -any Set tany distortions: 
- occasioned by inter-marriage of Swedes sand Dutch. ie edhe tras as 
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ain-this country 
Co. aged Fy, 


“it 
. ay, wariecion “in arg name since then... What little “variation has 
occurred is tainly in the ‘vowels = =a" oe", and "i"; and sometimes 
even "o",. being used somewhat ‘interchangeably on javiaue’ occasions: 
‘Variations in the consonants are rare and can usually be Emaccnably pee 
attributed to clerical or abstracting errors. . : 


tee Gi 


In sadition to the shove’ “also attached. ‘is a very short article 

|: regarding the Rev. Jeremiah Vardeman by Dr. Ronald F. Deering as 
aa —""‘published in the Baptist History and Heritage, October, 1986. - This" "~ 

“77-7 is a Baptist publication published quarterly. Dr. Deering is the 

Librarian at the Southern Baptist Theological | Seminary in 
~- Louisville, KY. Neste ee Se tS an eee 


reo Segie Maos - 


communication of ‘ancestral eabavnetton and family history from one. af 
generation to another. Such family lore can come to be distorted - : 
sometimes extremely so - with the passage of time... , 


ft ar 


ee ei ath 4 : a . 


ae ae Ee a® soos 6 : a eee ST ae H. Vardaman: ne 
ease ate Ooms, a _ _. 361 Wright's Mill ct. 
sone . 2 oa ae: 2 . Alpharetta, GA 30201" 
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Phy ea Os : i ', 

Wills ' John Vardaman 
17/15 

New Castle County, Delawaro, 


peewee eter ee een eeensesereetea 
: am’ . = 
i 


‘In the Name of God Amen I JohniVardaman of Apoquininny Creek in the 
County of New Castle upon Delaware being this Seventeenth day of March 
in the first year of Our Sovereign Lord George ‘by the Grace of: God of 
Great Britaine France:and Ireland King Defender of the>Falth in Anno 
Dom 1714/15 sick in body but of perfect mind & memory calling te mind 
the uncertainty of this life and well knowing that all flesh must Dye 
eoth make this my last will & Testament in manner & form following - 

ImpT® t give my Soule into the hand of God that Gave it (to) me 
and my body to the Earth to be Decently Buryed at the Discretion of 
my executrix hereafter named no ways doubting but at the Resurrection 
my goule and Rody shall be again united by the Mighty power of God’ 

where I shall secure full Remission & forgiveness of all my sins 

‘thru the Merits of my Dear & Blessed Savior & Redeemer Jesus Christ 
“| and (illegible word) all what goods both reall & personall which the 
, |Lord has been pleased to bless: me with in this life, I give and be- 


1 
' 
t 


re 
toa : 


,. Item I will & it 4s my will that all such debts'which in Right 


PRA. 
ins of Gonsclence I owe unto any person & the probate of this my last 
ee EYES 5 ‘ros t 


a , 
7 yoda tied Pee tay : rete : 
d bequeath unto my well beloved'wife Margaret: Var- 


Sy Will ibe Duely paid. 
re | Item'I give an 


ae daman all:‘my Estate Reall & personall to be & remain'unto her during 
.; . her naturall Life with full power that if my son Johannas will come 
ae & live with his mother and be industrious to work & clear and pay for 


my land and plantation that then after my wife's Death he my said son 
Johannes have all the land & the plantation paying unto each of my 
children to wit Christopher & William Vardaman & Jane Margritu Varda~ 
man Thirty pounds each within such Gonvenient time as he shall be 
able to pay it after each Child comes to age But in case my son Jo- 
hannes will not come & live with his-mother that then & in such case 
my Loving wife shall have the Liberty to choose who she pleases to 
live with her and not to be molested but to clear the land and pay 
unto the abovd Johannes the Sume of thirty pounds & also thirty pounds 
apiece unto each of my said children as she is able & all my estate 
both reall & personall to be & remain unto her and her heirs forever 
But if my son Johannes will come & be Dutyfull & live with his mother 
& that he help to pay for the Land & pay the above 19 legacies to his 
Brother and to his sister that then & in such case that after my lov- 
ing wifes death all my Estate Reale & personall shall be & remain un- 
to him the said Johannes & his heirs forever ~ 
- Item I nominate & ordain my well beloved wife Margarett Vardaman 
my whole & sole executrix of this my last will & testament Disannull- 
_ ing & Disallowing all former wills herétofore by me made Ratifying & 
Confirming this to be my last will & testament & none other, In wit- 
ness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand & seale the day & year fir- 


st above written ~ 


nr, : i f z 
ie { 


t 
i! Signed Sealed published ee ik, 
; | & Declared Ry the Testator )! "* ao ; 
» | this to be his last will'&“) fact hp. 
:.{ ; Testament in presence of us) eee ee 
ana ie ; wyiges TER GBtees ste tee Go ke . — 


aA { ee See & een 2 ee 


a tees Bea Dl ‘Goce Ge Se 


March the ae 171h- 
‘ . : i! ¥ H t : ‘ 

- Then came Capt. John Heally Charles Ford & John Danielly in their 
own proper persons before me Isaac Gooding one of his Majiies Justic- 
‘es of the Peace for the County of New Oastle on Delaware & Deposed on 
the Holy Evangelist as followeth. Viz: That upon the Seventeenth 
Day of this instant the within and above will was audibly read unto 
him the said John Vardaman then being in perfect memory & understand-~ 
ing did Declare plainly & heartily that the same was his Mind & Full 
desire & Going to sett up in his bed to signe the same a qualm came 
over his stomack & so lay down & remained Insensable untill he Dyed 
and farther Saith not. Swornes before me 
Isaac Gooding. 
ee : ; 2, of ote SF Mae ok : 

(seal) By the test(imony) of these presents I Rowland Fits Gerald, 
Dept? Reg? for the probate of wills Granting let(tres) of Adminastoren _ 
for the Gounty of New Castle on Delaware by virtue of a commission from 
; the Hondte charles (7), 14 Governor of the Counties of New Castle, Kent 


{ 
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e i my tt! it med : = ete a . : 
; A ths Hhegccss gh ee ies Abs dy ilo & ite fe bay o's em ia : F be : 
ebeg ah : at ard egte 1 


Will of John Vardaman ana (gente) alias }: jet eee a: 
iv Hee a oi. es mp! ee nS eu by ae ne Peeks oe 
Eb SEY Ber seid gt bepet ae ne 
Pood uf Modal gry ms 
WL eee | 


fey aa, a 
dit ho wail | ty “Ory onde 4 


i : . 7 hag n ep 
and Sussex on Delaware & ‘Province. of ‘Pennsylvania Doe ‘Makeknown unto 


all men that the fifth day of April in the yeare ‘of | our Lord one thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifteen at Fie Castle in the county of New 


Castle afore®? before me the Dep” Reg® afore’? was proved approved 
and In.....ed the last Will_and Testa of John Vardaman late of the 
gA county of New gastle dec’ ‘to these presents annexed - having whil- 
st he lived & at the time of his death Goods Rights and Creditts in 
‘diverse places within the sdme county by meanes whereof the full disp 


“osition of all and singular the Goods Rights & creditts of the s 


decd and granting the administration thereof ag above The Hearing of 
arrt Cabrulation or (?) of the s¢ administ™ and the final discharge 
& dismission from the same unto me are manifestly knowne to belong 


‘and the soninieies tion of all & singular the Goods Rights and cred- 


itts of the s¢ decd and his last Will and Testament any manner or 


“ways concerning was granted unto Margarett Vardaman executrix in the 


same Testament named chiefly of well & truly administering the same 
& making a true and Perfect A DveHy ony. of all and singular the Goods 
Rights and Creditts of the s° decd and exhibitting the same unto the 
Regt? office at New Castle at or before the Tenth day of August next 
»»-(illegible) Rendering a just & true acc® calculation or reckoning 
.--(illegible) thereunto required .,.(illegible) solemnly sworne in 
Testimony whereof I have caused the seale of the s¢ office to be af- 
fixed dated at New Castle the fifth day of ‘April in the first 
yeare of the Reigne of King Beale of Great aes hi ~Annog. Dom. 


1715. , AI 
: Rows Fitz. Gerald | , Depry Regt PoP ee Ba 
, : peered i ie. an Ae oad 
= a is 1 TRS i rere ti 
, 3 ee@seeaovrsenvuge 2. eevee °. e@aeee s¢ bail . ae o 
’ : { a Tag + byes ak : eee et 
UPR tb ow mB tg : - 


Be ea TF thee 


“It is ausiess ae the peers ‘document anether® John: Vardaman wae” “able 


to gign the document before §... 7. he "lay down & remained insensab- 
le" or whether it remained unsigned. The xerox copy merely has a 
mark of some sort -a circle with a crossed "J" in the center~ but, 
unlike other documents or the Peet eds: HY fails to read: . 
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CALENDAR OF DELAWARE WILLS 


os award | Jeoffreys. Cordwainer. N. C. Dec. 5, 1712. Dect 12, 1712. 
i PTB, 249. | Wife, Jean. Exe. wife, Jean. : 
Humphrey Best. N. C. 1st day of 4th m, called June, 1710. Dee. 
: ' 22, 11712, B. 179. Wife, Ellnor Best; sons, William and Hum- 
: | phrey Best. Exc. wife. 
John Houle. Yeoman. Drayer Crk. 1m. 16th, 1711-12. Dec. 27> 
“| 712, B. 180. Coozin, John NaCoole; wife, Mary Houie. Exc. 
|| wife, Mary. 
Robert Hayes. Blk, bd. Crk. Hd. Oct. 9, 1713. C. 13. Wife, Han- 
i: nah Hayes; dau. Isabella Hayes. Exe. Richard Cantwell. 
‘Mathias Lossan, N. C. Nov. 27, 1712. Jan. 10, 1712-13. A. 251. 
“* Son, Wholle; children, Ingebor, Wholle, Annikie, Sarah and 
; Mary; ifather-in-law, Lucas Stedham; brother, Wholle Lossan. 
Exc. Wholle Lossan, Lucas Stedham, : 


‘Thomas Shaw. Duck Creek. Nov. 19, 1713. Feb. 12, 1713 C. 15. 
| |. Wife, Hannah Shaw; children. _Exc, Hannah Shaw. : 
: Robert Smith. Yeoman. Geo. Crk. Jan. 11, 1713. Mar. 15, 1713. 
‘| -C 17.| Son, Thomas Smith; wife, Anne Smith; son, Richard 

" "'Stnith;| son, Robert Smith; son, William Smith, Exc. Anne 
, i ; Smith (wife), Richard Empson, John Ashton. 


“19, —. °C. 16. Wife, Mary Van Burkloe; eldest son, Peter; 
| other children, Mary, Margarette, Daniel, Susanna, William, Her- 
.man, Jacob, Samuel and Rebecca. Exc. wife, Mary; friend, Dan- 

| .! del Pastories. 


{ 3 a 
John Lewis, Sept. 17; 1708. April 10, 1723. B. 185. Wife and chil- 
dren. ‘Exc. Sarah Lewis, Thomas Reece (brother-in-law). 


George Read. Yeoman. St. Geo. Hd. Mar. 22, 1712. May 4, 1713. 
B, 182; Eldest son, George Read; son, Robert; dau., Elizabeth; 
dau. Lidiah Read, Exc. son, Robert Read. Guardians, James 
Robinson, Richard Empson. 


: Abraham Cartwright. May 16, 1713. Aug. 15, 1713. ©. Io. Father, 
Thomas Cartwright, deceased, of Christian Creek. Age of Ab- 
solam,! 19 yrs., 11 mo. Brother-in-law, Cornelius Williams. Exc. 
: brother-in-law, Cornelius Williams. 
+ Patrick Fitzgerald. Husbandman. July 10, 1714. ~——. C. 111. Row- 
, land Fitzgerald. Exc. Rowland Fitzgerald. 

Isaac Sheffer. Yeoman. N.C. May 11, 1714. May 27, 1714. Cc. 19. 
Wife, Cartwright Sheffer. Exc. wife, Cartwright Sheffer, Thomas 
Boyer. 

| Rachel Colvert. Widow. N.C. July 15, 1714. July 27, 1714. C. 20. 
. Daus.,' Mary Inlow and Elizabeth Colvert; brother-in-law, Tobias 

':  Tussey. Exc. Tobias Tussey, John Land. er : 
John Cox. Dec. 3, 1713. Aug. 10, 1714. Mise. 1. 38. — Children; 


two daughters, Anna; “the youngest brother, Elias Cox;” son, 


"| Reynier Harmens Van Burkloe. Bombay Hook. Nov. 19, 1713. Mar. - 
fad : 


[1712 a 


1716] 7 New Castte County 19 
Peter Cox; son, Charles Cox;. John Cox, Jr., Magnus Cox, Au- 
gustine Cox. Adm. by wife, Bridget. - 


i 
| 
iy 
i 
1 
+ 


Bartle Bartleson. Nov. 29, 1711. Nov. 4, 1714. C. 24-25. George 
Wakford. Exc. George Wakford. \ 

John Bolton. Farmer. St. Geo. Hd. Nov. 15, 1713. Dec. 2, 1714. 
C. 22. Wife, Ann Bolton, Mary Sawier, dau. of Thomas Sawier 
(dec’d.) and grandchild to Ann, my wife. Exc. Isaac Gooding of 
Reedin Island, Floren Sorency. : 

John Garland. Merchant. N.C. Dec. 2, 1714. Dee. 11, 171g. .C. 26. 
Wife, Mary Garland; dau., Susannah Garland; brother, Anthony 
Green; brother, Abraham Garland; sister, Sodt Anderson. Exc, 
wife, Mary; father, Silvester Garland. 

she 2 BEMPPAppo. Crk. Mar. 17, 1714 Apr. 5, 1715. Misc. 
1.472. Wife, Margaret; son, Johannes; other children, Christo- 
pher and William and Jane Margrtia. Exc. Margaret Vardamon. 

Isaac Gooding. Province of Penna. April 20, 1715. May 3, 1715. 
Mise. 1.83. Son, John; sons, Isaac and Jacob Gooding; son, 
Abraham; dav., Mary; wife, Judith; daus., Elizabeth Garbarock 
and Susan Gooding. Exc, Judith Gooding, Jacob Gooding. 

Job Brewster. N. C. Apr. 14, 1715. May 31, 1715. C. 30. Wife, 
Elizabeth; three daus., Elizabeth, Sarah and Ann. Exc. father, 
John Brewster, Cornelius Cooch, John Wood. 

Richard Mankin. Weaver. Mar. 16, 1715. June 1, 1715. C. 27. 
Uncle, James Robinson; brother, George Mankin; sister, Ann 
James’ eldest son, (viz.), Joseph James, Mary Chandler. Exc, 
‘George Mankin, Thomas Chandler. : 

John Frogg. Merchant. Philadelphia. Aug. 17, 1706. Feb. 12, 1716. 
C. 69. Wife, Mary Frogg.. Exc. wife, Mary Frogg. 

Roeloff Dehaes. Merchant, Widower. N.C. Jan. 4, 1716. Feb. 23, 
1716. ©. 74. Dau. Elizabeth De Haes, Catherine De Haes, Mary 
De Haes, Joanna De Haes, Sarah dehaes. Exc. Richard Halli- 
well, Col. John French, Rowland Fitzgerald, 

Richard Cantwell. Gentleman. Appo. Hd. Oct. 17, 1715. Mar. 18, 
1716. C. 77. Wife, Mary Cantwell; son, Richard; dau., Mary; 
sister, Elizabeth Garretson’s three children, Edmund Garretson, 


Cantwell Garretson and Mary Garretson. Exc. wife, Mary Gar- 
retson. 


Thomas Turner (Tournier). Harlem, New York. July 25, 1709. Mar. 
28, 1716, C. 85. Son, Daniel Turneur; wife, Mary Turneur; 
other children, Jacob Turneur, Peter; Frederick Devow. Exc. 
Mary Turneur (wife). 

David Grifith. Farmer. (Nunc.) Apr. 24, 1716. Apr. 27, 1716. 
C. 46. Eldest son, Griffith Griffith, “upon arrival in this count- 
try;” eldest dau., Jane Lewis, wife of William Lewis; dau., Mary 
Watkin, wife of Peter Watkin; second son, John Griffith. Exc, 
John Griffith. 
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-@ Senfell 


a “Tin 


‘arr ick, : Warwick. 


« Cumby 


would be. a bitary = we 


ume. eres 
sppstein. 


« Cb nae tte, wy 3 ck, aD fie Richard 
iin: fyilians “La-Postle and-Ralph ~~: One” “ariet of this.name 


: Ls pamés ! r E 
sau ta mis ae Warpick ond Hester #Postle- lived: In "the: period ‘could: be trom the’ Old: Norsa 
” fused they will be: Trexton’ were married“ in’ St: g1A70-1982; “William “Younge “ word’ sannr’ (war, strife, com- 
- “gether. ary’,Aldermary’s. (Ch ‘Elizabeth Postla‘were, is-: hat): which formed the Gere. 
The name Warrick is from © det a pees license,’ Lon-. casa She Sandrat, oS 
arrock,” -. : ] er, Sandig, Santel and |*-- ~ 
generac ter Rags spell: Senta Seniell maybe a var 


Posthill;: ant of one of the foregaing. 

Fost i . . The other origin can be a 
> Burke eneral ® Armory - "French “Place name’ acquired 
describes ~‘the- . Possall.” and from ‘once having lived -at 


Sirona eee 

ten the rope gs' 0 

ie e scaffolds. A- maker of. this -/ 
: item could easily have been . 


of bis oce” -:the English crown in 
Lorceentysagtived ‘Walter’ eee: "Arie Posthall arms. ' a tad places: spelled Centellium and. 
w aod Roger W. describes the Wi ick arms, {> . William Possell was noted Eextello in the 11th and 12th ; 
=~ ++ who lived in Staffordshire and’ “Henry! Warwick or: Warrie Sh Shlgren tie ath, posta preg 
Pee ; 8. “Exe ‘the: ury. ‘ap 
.° Essex between 1221-1205:- : to’have’been named for ~ 


‘~ -Benj Jai obn:' 
Postell of South Carolina” an aay Roman-owner ‘probe —-———- 


Warwick is an English Was 
ted, were officers in the pete “ably called: Sentillius.or Cen- - 


- placa name. acquired from ~ 


‘Sar Lee wisn aie Denton ‘Revolutionary Army:. .. :-->/ tillius,;"German. research by =>, 

. Warwick in Cumberland, The- ae +” Erich Eppstein. eo 
__early spellings of ‘the Ware ; ; 
“=~ wickshire place"are’ so’ varied ~** oe hls is. a Germanic occupa: - Tinn a 
onal pame derived from ae This name may be of Ger- : 


: that. two Raines 
lesen + oud’ ‘apply. It “is either ‘!\" Tha Greek ‘word*apostalost- 

“ghode, village of Waer’s peo-’ “(one aa forth) DecanyssApor to guard;-to protect): plus the ‘he pames Tinnes of . Thinnes | 

affix -mann (a worker). This~ ‘hich are pet forms of names _ 


“wien.” The Cumberland pce ‘apa oe sh. Th + formed such: as. Antonius: and’ Marti- 


“ manic origin derived from the 


nus. Tony was another pet 
form of Antonius and Mart 


a ” Warthwiek in So eee ’s nn ep 08 tical Yartman(n)... Martinis. It 
Sete rel Po Sec eS he SE ing is e, age on: the n aie) ; a, ies ‘this | ’ Sal aio be a vacient fori 
Tr". Bank (of a stream)” of the German place name’ 


There ni re a Scottish 
“name Thin(n), meaning “tall, 


oof ats: W sae oe os slim” which could have be- 
ics funder bene eae ; come Tinn through colloquial 
a spelling. 


epee eretnene men a 
Se nnn enn eee 
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‘ NATIONAL: ARCHIVES HOLDINGS LIST 
{s. Gerry Hill, 3311:Westgate Dr; Albany, GA 31707 wants to know 
here Mrs. Boone (PUZZLER 1122) got a list of the Bibles in n the 
ational Archives. Is there a Fist of other ‘holdings available? ". 


» deuate- es a 


1133 
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DITOR’S NOTE: Mrs: ‘paoid, ‘will ‘you, answer ir this? They are not’ 


10Wn "generically" in either oft two ae. TO ae NATIONAL 
RCHIVES Which I haven: ale sik * sabe 


dirs: Mattie Roberts; Rotiieealite 1938 Hy: 546, ‘West Maio LA 
1292: has .asked for information .on :the: LYMAN. C.: DRAPER 
AANUSCRIPTS. During what years was this collection made? What 
tates/counties are involved? What were the sources for- the. 
en personal a a letters; etc.? Is there a master 
adex | 

s there an index by family name? How many reels of microfilm are 
avolved? Are they available for rental? If so, from whom? If not 


vailable for rental, what is the nearest source? Have the a been 
ublished asawhole? 
| 


| 

“DITOR’S NOTE; The late Willard Heiss wrote an interesting 
iverview of the Draper Papers in GENEALOGY, #90, a publication 
if the Family History Section, IN Historical Society, in 1985. 

lere isa synopsis, which should answer most of your questions. 
-yman Draper was born in New York state in 1815, and attended 
‘ollege in OH. In 1843, funded by his brother-in-law, Draper began 
o travel and do historical research, He filled several hundred 


| 
| 


NUMBER 1133 2 FAMILY PUZZLES 


notebooks with personal interviews, copies of records, newspaper 
articles, and on his trips acquired many original manuscripts. 
These included personal papers of DANIEL BOONE, DANIEL 
BRODHEAD, GEORGE ROGERS CLARK and his brothers, the 
MARTIN family of TN, and WILLIAM PRESTON. 

During this period Draper corresponded with hundreds, appealing 
for manuscripts, recollections, and other data. When his 
brother-in-law died suddenly in 1854, Draper moved to Wisconsin, 
where he became the Corresponding Secretary of the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, which now has his papers. 

Of this massive collection only KING’S MOUNTAIN AND ITS 
HEROES was published. Draper died in 1891, and his papers remain 
with the WI State Historical Society, where they have been 
microfilmed. Chadwyck-Healey, Inc., 623 Martense Ave., Teaneck, 
NY 07666 sells copies of the collection -- 123 reel, 11 calendars of 
papers, documentaries, and bibliography. [$6,500 in 1985} 

A GUIDE TO THE DRAPER MANUSCRIPTS was completed by 
Josephine L. Harper, and published; itis available at many libraues 
some of whom have copies of the microfilms as well. 

Heiss warns, "Found in the appendixes [of the GUIDE] but not in ite 
descriptive text, are names of Draper’ s correspondents and. 
interviewees, Revolutionary War pension applicants, authors of 
clipped newspaper and periodical articles, and subjects of obituary ~ 
notices. A separate appendix also individually describes the hundreds 
of maps found in the collection.” 

The films may also be available for use at LDS Branch aa ai ask 
them! 


CHESSER 
Ms. Rachel C. Reid, 3003 Twigg St., Palatka, FL 32177 races 
received a cookbook that belonged to her ggm MARGARET LOU 
MOTES CHESSER. In the middle of the book were blank pages for 
Household Memoranda on which Mrs, Chesser had recorded her 
family information! 
NANCY and LeROY CHESSER came to Alachua Co., FL, from 
Liberty Co., GA, prior to 1860. "I had searched for at least 10 years 
for their death dates, but could not find any information after 1885." 
Margaret was dau. of JOHN MOTES and Rachel ?, and m. JAMES 
M. CHESSER. They were buried in the Hollister Baptist Church 
Cemetery, in Hollister, Putnam Co., FL. 
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hy 


: ~ November 7, -1993 -- 


2gheila Williamson <2%, 227222 
931 N.—Fife-St.—. 
= Tacomas WA eade~ 7511 


7 “ FINALLY!! It is with a great deal of trepidation that I sit down 
to write this letter. The problem is: Your husband descends from 
the John Vardaman/Elizabeth Morgan branch of the family. This 
creates a twofold problem: _ First, while I have a great_deal of 
information on this branch of the family it is very unorganized - 
scattered throughout several different voluminous folders. Second, 
it is this branch of the family that has stirred so much _ 
' controversy ‘among our family historians. re Pee Re " 
The controversy stems from the information included in various 
.<. biographies of the life of the Rev. Jeremiah Vardaman, the youngest 
and probably most noted of John and Elizabeth's children.. Because 
* of what I consider to be several items of misinformation stemming 
-from these DESGE ARIES: hogieal debate of the issues is not always 


possible. Se s a a 


:However, hates getting into the issues. “which ca ‘cannot, help. toon : 
- addressing lets talk about the enclosures with this letter. {As iI 
mentioned to you on ‘the phone, --I- have put . stogether -a_ packet ‘of 5 
items dealing with -our family -history - +and ~the - origin -of “the: 
se. Vardaman name which I have been sending to correspondents. fThis* 
+-- material is in one packet with a wire clip and consists of the 

following: -- - Prego tS RT po fee ee BS wee ~ 


"£. . (1) My treatise on the origin of the name Nardaman = German, 


ee Swedish or Dutch. &, ae ree 8 ae ee UE 


ae as na a ee She yee 


SS. (2) The Gi Seeesny: of wuthee Derthenia ‘Antoinette vardaman Hague 


aks Deas together with ‘my notes ‘on ‘this biography. =~ Re ENS Eien ener 
foe? (3) The biegvaphy af my graateareat= grandfather, "Cpauy Liles 
Vardaman together with my notes on same. --: 20.) sh 
ou a2. (4) The .biography of :my great-grandfather, John Forsythe | 


Vardaman, son of Edwy Liles vee ceman en eorecher, with my notes on 


mo (280 T~ same. 9 ¢: i ae we sae acaba sg 


Roe es A) My notes on the Draper Haausari oe " biography oe “Jeremiah ee 
7... Vardaman of Kentucky, the noted Baptist BEGaeney 
ae (6) A brief article concerning the Rev. " Jeremiah Vardaman for 
oo 3* - those who are not previously ae wish him. - Sots | aaa 
~-, S855 (7) A brief Sepia nation of the Draper Manuscripts es Family 
Too ~~ Bug glers,-a Georgia -genealogical~magazines—--> oa ra 
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“(8) cB clipping. from an old issue “of. the “Atlanta “Journal” “newspaper 


~ purporting to. explain the origin of the Vardaman name. anus. 


(9) Two letters from Mrs. Borotny ‘Deck . ee henuicey to ‘Mrs. 
: <ipoeotty Tierney of Louisiana which contain information bearing on” 
the Vardaman name origin. Mrs. Deck is descended from the Rane: -: 
a McKinney/Sabra Vardaman union and is therefore a descendent of John ~ - 
- se. . and Elizabeth Morgan Vardaman. Mrs. Tierney is a descendent of ~ 
“22: “ John's brother, William, Jr. _ or ae 


thom 


of Mississippi to Guy Vining of Hurtsboro, AL, which also contains 7 
+e information on the name origin. : : fad eke 


“yh = -- (10) A letter from genealogist Edward P. Moore of the University (<~- 


In dadition o the packet outlined above there are several ~~ 
en additional euclveures: ; 


(11) Two items entitled Some History Regarding the Vardaman Family 
o hand Some Vardaman Family History, together°with an addendum to my 
~ -'"* notes on the biographies of Edwy Liles Vardaman and John Forsythe 
_Vardaman. These two items were written to other correspondents in 
the past but since they contain substantial family history I find - 
“it easier to just copy them than to try to write the appropriate. 
“material over again. While they are directed at my line of. 
descent, there is sufficient general Vardaman -family history ° 
®-; included to make them interesting, to “any. Vardaman | researcher. oc 


The addendum ee my previous wautyoes of the two auted Seaoreniiee 
is an attempt to bring them into line with the latest information ; 
’ that has come to my attention. ~~ ; - ae 


wae +H? (12) Vardaman Family Name History obtained from The Historical 
neces . Research Center and The Heraldry Shop. I just got this last month.” ” 
oS .,, Although in most cases I view these commercial name histories with ~~. 
¥E" a great deal of suspicion, I cannot help but feel that this one * 
could possibly be correct. I am impressed with the fact that -it---~— 
_. acknowledges that no family coat of arms has been identified. 
“* -" Usually that is the entire purpose of such name research and the 
item on which the commercial entity stands to make its money. Pate 


“> *-As I continue with my research and despite the position outlined in 
-“ my essay on this subject, I am on the verge of returning to my: 
original opinion that the Vardaman name is of German origin rather’: 
than Swedish. 


As you already know, William Vardaman married Magdalena Peterson in. 
. Delaware in 1720. Without doubt Peterson is a Swedish name 
Be ow (her father was Peter Peterson and we know that she had a brother, 
Hans) and Magdalena could very well have been horn in Sweden, .”- 
immigrating to the New World with her parents. I wonder if this is” ~ 
wi itis where the Swedish origin theory May have originated. Could it be | 
that somehow Magdalena'’s origins bécame confused with William's -and~———— 
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Sie fags PT ot a8 ig ge ee A aed Ae 8 


he hecines the fone’ te Se identified. as. Swedish? -_ ‘Combined. with. ‘the 
“other. information that we have" on ‘the | source of Jeremiah iiiouele s 


- er cern TOS eR er a ee pec cae a 
are ae 


ee aa ore oe eaeee foe The History of bitceylvanta Soin Virainia 


by Maud Carter -.Clement which relates certain -court testimony : 
- concerning an Indian raid in which William Vardaman, his son,” 
“.-William, dJr., and others, were involved. ’ : 


This is identical ‘to the tale from "The New River Early Settlement" . 
“cov = written in 1983 by Patricia Givens Johnson that you have related in .' ~~. -- 
Ba your notes... Please note that Ms. -Clement's book was -first .-. 
“~~! “= published in 1927. ‘In 1758, the lands of western Virginia 
Hus + o4ei-- presently constituting -Pulaski, Russell, Wythe- and . other --. 
7 ' southwestern Virginia Counties, and including the New River area, 
were part of either Halifax County (to the east) or Augusta County 
feos (to the north)... At that time this area was unsettled wilderness, 
ae inhabited by Indians, and the western stable as of these frontier 
= _ counties were pretty much undefined. ittsylvania County was 
- formed from the western part of Halifax tee in 1762 and, later, 
in 1770, all the land in what is now southwestern Virginia was cut 
off from paquets County to the north and became Botetort County. a a 


7 
“ 
vt 


“TI have gone into’ che above in some detail because I! believe. that ~ 
| the details'of the article in Ms. Clement's book establish that the” 
: - location of this .episode. was in :the -area of : Halifax/Bedford = 
eee ed -. Counties when--it occurred and’ not in the New. “River area much 
besa “further to the south and west. This, of course, agrees with the 
~*'- location of the Vardaman lands in what is now Bedford County. What 


is your reaction to all this? 


a?-. Well - the above pretty well ‘takes care of the enclosures. Now tO. 
the data included in your notes. You should read the various items -... © 
in the enclosures before becoming too agitated over what I am about : 
to write. . a 


a stieg Sy lie wae ete cd dbl te” See eee’ om, hy afer tails: wa 


' Birst let me say that I Was very glad to get the information nae’ Ces 
“you sent me. -It adds to my collection of data on the John 
“ -Vardaman/Elizabeth Morgan family and I do not contest most of it. © 

: _’-.However, the big Preyree seems to be with the children of John and 

wo. 822 Pligabeth.--- -.-5. Put sees oot Bigs oie ae eee eae 


— Your-list of children does — agree with lists that .T have 
“ui... obtained from the correspondence of several other Vardaman ” 
: researchers. v8 ’ Se 


But first, my biggest ean et comes fron the so-called "list of 
, children as included in Spencer's History of Kentucky Baptists" 
vu. ‘Fs. > Would that it were so! I have a copy of the Jeremiah Vardaman _ - 
3 biography included in that History, as well as the history of the 
Crab Orchard Church, also from Spencer's History, which includes 
Vardaman family references. In neither ‘instance are the names “of 


SORRELL. : Ee 
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1 


‘John and Eligabetht: s children ‘listed. “The ‘OHI Ge sspecifics- are.: -e that 
te #.-Jeremiah was the youngest of-12- _children .and-that. che-had_ “brothers 
: Amaziah and © ‘Morgan.- eds “suggest that ; these”, stwol: brothers * “were 


eis "a mystery to meas to just where the names of the: L2cchi laren. 
gon and. PEeeeueen have- been derived. ~-~+s .7; 


oy hGs ae eee ees SEoofgay ses 


written much earlier than the Spencer History: by a “Rev. 
They, also, do not mention the. names of the 12 SDEL GEOR: « 


aoa “These biographies are aise the source ‘of the Seeceeetiee “concerning ~ ~ 
‘-/:+++ the Vardamans being from Sweden; landing in this:country in South -..... 


oe Carolina; and proceeding from there to Virginia --- none of which -~-*- 
om vee | believe. --Although, -I will concede the eeouiay ~possibility ~that ---=-- 
tt they were from Sweden. : : me f or oe : 


ne ces 2 aid 


Nevertheless, aT have several lists of these children. 


‘Mrs. Audrey Hudson of Vidor. TX, a descendent of John au ‘eyiesbete 
ythrough their son William who migrated to Louisiana and later. 
paar aia oa writes in 1961 that the children of John and. Eee shoe 


een Medelene. (b. 1744) aa ‘simon. Seat 
“Letitia md. a“McGathy  “..-.-: peg 
“Morgan -(b. 12/16. 1766) md .- Meee rpousda le 


Jemima -md Wm. :Pope in Lincoln-Co.,- KY, July -3,--1785_ 
John md. Mary Spalding - in Lincoln Co.; KY, ‘duly. 7, 1785, 


Peter ITT ad veae ag es 
Thomas md. Mary Wilcox ig ag ee oy ees Py yee 
“William md. Ann _? [Note ee JHV: - This, is Ann Ayres]* 
oes ¢ Jeremiah (b. 1775) md. 3 eeneS Festa, ftp oh e Py. 
see -.(10) Alexander ..5 = ee ae: 


_ (11) Amaziah md. Nancy Wright 


Mrs. Kiffin Gilbert of Richmond, IN, a desGendent: “OE. Tenn” aa 
joan Elizabeth through their son ?.- Her earliest known ancestor was. oo 
Pes William Vardaman born in 1790 in Lincoln Co, KY, who married Mary 
“ (Polly) Reed and migrated to Indiana. This William is thought to -" 
a be he son of John Vardaman who married Elizabeth .Franklyn-and a: 

: grandson of John and Elizabeth (Morgan) Vardaman. -She-writes -in: 


Ree | 1966 that the children were: -..00 wage .scn, wee web Cat 


BER Ee oT 


(a) Mary Magdalene md. einen! Cockrill in “L765 - 


- a ep »©6(2))0 Amaziah md. Nancy Wright March 7, 1791 :. 
“vt (3) Morgan md. Mary Trousdale Jan. +27, °1792 e803 et 
Lire + (4) Letitia lived in Virginia . ed ta fae wohes. 
oe acts (5) ‘Peter md. Prudence and left a Wills ‘in “Shelby Co., KY,-in, | 
gon oe 1818(?7) = ° eee eee eee as Ae feet aL 
ee cams. _ (6) Thomas (b: 1765) © ew, SN cediay hese Sok 
as ee ( 1) ca child died in infancy PS eal 3S 
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“Mrs. “PEances Remund of Salt” Lake “city, ‘Utah; = 
“Vardaman™ through’ his” son Thomas; writes in” 1966<that 3 sth =children 


-(1) ° John’ ‘(be “1753) md. “Mary” Spalding “Sept«7, 31785" 
(2) Mary Matilda(?) (b.° "1754) md. Simon ‘Cockrill 
*(3) Letitia (b.-1757) md.-McGatha ~:.4° 
-(4) Amaziah md. Nancy Wright mere 
(5) William | oe 


ER Ss (6) Child died young = 7.’ uae Bo SBS, St ee 
ee So. (7) Peter sae mee — 


(8) Morgan (b. 12/16/1767): “gids “Mary Trousdale : 

(9) Alexander md. Rachel Manteel — a 
(10) Jemima md William Pope in 1785 . : 
(11) Thomas md. Rachel (Polly) Wilcox ©. 275s. 7 Ue 7 a 
(12) weccmien (b. ied Ae estas oe oa 


a -Mrs. Horethy eferney we event ed chem, LA, - a accedudese of William 
“ "(brother of John who married Elaeacerh mona): writes that obs 
children were: ; wre ey 


(1) Mary Magdalene. (b.-1744 -:d. 21839) md.:Simon Cockrill... 
. (2) -Letitia md. a McGatha and lived.in Virginia 2..." 22; 1: 

+ (3)- Morgan md Mary Trousdale #0 i-2h, "5 Pda = 
>(4) John md. Mary Spaulding in-.1785° 


(5) _Amaziah md. ancy wes -in*1781. 


ware t 


(7) Thomas md. Rachel Wilcoz. 
(8) William . 

--3 (9) °-Alexander - a : A aes * a 
a (10) Jemima md. Wm. Baus ee ee ee 
“age va. (11) infant — Sms ee 

een Maint. Te) Jeremiah f(b. (1775) 


7 “Mrs, “Betts moloett of wabienueen: “Ms, ee dene cadent ae" oka. sand 
ae ~~Elizabeth's son William -who - migrated «to = Louisiana ~ Fand later -——— 
comer “Mississippi, writes in 1966 that the children were ? 


ons . . sins Pa af 


' Mary Madeline 
Letitia 

Morgan i rae 
Jemima 

John, dr. 
Amaziah 

-Peter:“ - ---- 
Thomas 

William 

(10) Alexander 

(ll) Jeremiah . 

(12) child died young 
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sw ee a 6 ~ : i os 

AS you. can see, ‘while there aré Timany | Sigiiwieties: there are. ‘also 
many differences and some -contradictions, -You. had.. come :up, with, 8 7 
~ ORILGPENs 25.236 pe oe ee ere ee, tae oe 


I would “agree “that ~Jemimah ;-Morgan ;-William;— naz 


- ei < ~~ FLrst;, 
“77 =x" Thomas’ and Jeremiah were ‘their children. Another son was “John. 
ou have listed a John Morgan. - I'm certain that. these were -two 


different sons. oa TR Manele f. Sk dha, ES i ee ee 
Second, Sabra and Tabitha Vardaman were two daughters of John .3." 
Vardaman and Elizabeth Franklyn (Franklin). They are not the same--.- - 
ae person. Tabitha Vardaman married Rane McKinney, April 17, 1787, in: 
~~" =~" Mercer Co., KY. Her sister, Sabra, married the same Rane McKinney) —-.-——. 
aah Jan. 13, 1797, in Lincoln Co.,-KY. - Appar cnecy Tabitha died between ...... 
ee 1787 and ate e 7 theives 


Third, yours is the first nentied of a possible astghter named’ 
.Minnie that I have seen. This is very intriguing. Based on her 
. Marriage date as you have it, she must be a daughter of John and 
H Elizabeth Morgan Vardaman. Ba a - 


Now let's- talk about some of the other children: 


Bee ht ac 2 I believe, as do many other researchers, that the Peter listed . 
as a child of John and Elizabeth was actually John's brother Peter: — 
- It was his brother Peter -who married Prudence in Virginia. ‘ 
“..According to Mrs. Remund, they had a daughter named Naomi born in 
azi.177L .. And it is the brother. .Peter who left -the will in Shelby 
“-- Co,, KY. This will was dated July 23, 1808 and probated in 1809 27.2. 

(not 1818 as Mrs. Gilbert had it). This then removes Peter from ~ 

_ the list of 12 children and we need a replacement to complete the 


12%: ua 


We know positively that John and Elizabeth had a daughter | 
3 named Elizabeth who married William Menafee in 1774, in Fincastle 
a 2.Co., VA. . There is no doubt that she is the daughter .of John and 
Reincraie eee t Elizabeth although none of the _lists that I have seen and -outlined 
ces above have included her. ‘With the elimination of Peter as a child ~ 
; of John and Elizabeth and the inclusion of Elizabeth, we are now —_ 
back to the 12 children of family lore. However, this does not 
take into consideration that Minnie may have been yet another child — 
of John and Elizabeth. : : : 


wine me The John Vardaman (some refer to him as John fer) who meweaed: 
aoe g ’ Mary Spaulding in KY in 1785 could possibly be a grandson of eee 
(wun... and Elizabeth. While they had a son named John (John; Jr.?), 
married Elizabeth Franklyn, daughter ‘of John Franklyn arid satan 
Smith ca 1769. They had 4 children: sons William and John and ~ 

daughters Tabitha and Sabra. This John’s birth year is given 

as variously as 1744, 1745 and 1753. In order to have married ca : 
7 . = 1769, we can rule out 1753 leaving us with 1744 or 1745 as the... 
Ns potential birth year. It is hard to see how this John's son, John, = 


i i eal AES So see he Achaea, ieee Oe ee orem net pat eee a oe tn teh aye oe 
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could be the: “John: ‘who married Mary Spaulding in 1785 as. he. Eset 
-would not: -have-been-over 16 in 1785 if the ae. ere: Gate. for 
ite Bacentey is ‘correct. ‘ ‘ 


: D eaneorde: haa’ Gireadyo miendared ape? the - Seseings bE thes “12: 
ee taren of John and Elizabeth Morgan Vardaman over an- approximate 
. . 30 year period 1745-75. It does sound somewhat illogical: 7: . 
“Ls ‘However, it appears that their oldest child was probably. daughter ~ 

“’ Mary Magdalene, b. ca 1744, followed by son John, b. ca 1745. a 


- tee Morgan Vardaman was born in 1766 Se ee toa Bible ‘record 
-“-~ "= quoted by Mrs: Remund. - Thomas is said to have been -born<ca 1765, aS 
- and you indicate that Jemima was also born about that same time. 
I would guess, based on supposed marriage dates, that Elizabeth and - 
“7 + ---" - Amaziah were born ca.1750 or a little later. Letitia may have been ---- 
3 born even earlier. Although I have a goodly amount: of data on the 
descendants of William Vardaman, son of John and Elizabeth, -I have 
_ no information regarding his birth year. I would guess that it was 
: ' some time in the 1750s. Also, I have absolutely no information on 
their son Alexander. Jeremiah was, of course, the last born in 
1775. ‘ : : ye ; Z 


I wonder if the John Varden who married Mary Spalding in aes 


> Franklyn ca 17697 :: This would appear to be ‘the only” Légieal?: 

explanation. There seems to be no doubt ‘that the “John who married 

=~ Elizabeth Franklyn is a son of John and Elizabeth Morgan -Vardaman 
“On the other hand, several listings of their children include a son. 
ae) who was married to Mary Spaulding. 


. I£ you have the bas (tithe) information from Lunenburg County, VA, 

“*-"5. you will have noted that William Vardeman paid 3 tithes in 1748 for 

. 34 himself and 2 sons, John and William, Jr. . Note that sons Peter’and ... 

Gah os James are not mentioned. Since tithes were required only*for‘males .._. 
16 years of age and older, we can interpolate that John and - 

_William, Jr., were both born not later than 1832 and probably -¢ - 
earlier. 


v 


Again in 1749, William Verdeman (Vardaman) paid three tithes for ~ 
himself and sons John and William, Jr. In 1750, William Verdsman - 
(Vardaman) once again paid 3 tithes for himself and his sons John : 
- and William, Jr. Please. note that no tithes are paid for sons ~ 
Peter and James in these two years indicating that neither had 
reached the age of 16. James may not have even been born yet. 


oe San For 1751 not all tithe lists were located and those for John “_ 
Phelps' district (where the Vardamans were located) are among the 
missing. : 


In 1752 William Verdeman (Vardaman) paid two tithes for himself and 
son Robert. William Verdeman (Vardaman), Jr., paid his own tithe. |: 
_It_is my opinion that the name "Robert" is an abstracting error and = 


Fae oe annem 
ee en iiebaai tie seat Jey : oe ot Rt ase 
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spo sae dng Tie Sees ee ae Sei bow Gh, cesta 


Ssehould wecuatlg® be Pater This -would mean that: -Peter-became-16-in: 
athe period late 1750 to 1752 which’ ‘would indicate that. -he was’.born 
: 1734-36.. Note that son John is not included in -the; ta, “Fecords™ 
a — _ unless his name has been so mangled that we cannot” ‘recognize’ it: i. 


wf 


“this Sa his is somewhat suEDEts ings ao ae a fis are 


26s ee ~f ewe 


21 hava eeed a Soha Htavaman he paid ‘one ithe ‘in 1752. in William. ; 
“caldwell' s district. This is the only time that such a -person Fe 
er ose appears ‘in the Lunenburg County tax records for the years L7 4852) 
ToS ST Re.1749, 1750, 1751 and 1752. The 3 Vardamans were included in jones ease 
it~ Phelps distpret. Caldwell's district was a very -small -district-:.--.. 
ur" :sbordering Phelps' much larger district on the east. .The border ~~ 
=" "between the -two districts was the Falling River. The southern-—~---> 
border of both districts was the Roanoke (Stanton or Staunton) © =: 
ei: River. - I feel that there is a good possibility -that this is 
or: another abstracting error and that this John Hardman may very well 
fe. be John Vardaman. Or it could be that John's name was just 
: enadvercently omitted from the dust alvoge ther by the abstracter. 


Since Bedford County, where the Vatdaman' s lived, was " oraated from. 
_._a portion of Lunenburg Co. in 1754, they. would not appear on the 
Lunenburg coucey tax eaus aetee this rine. —_ 


well, I believe. ‘that iS have. pane ea on tone enouet: tors cone Cime 

I: have . a lot.more-information on_later generations ~— in. the. Joh 

cevVardaman/Elizabeth Morgan line Ce I ave not snetuged -here. ~:no 
have I analyzed it. : ; . . ly sR Se eee ae ae 


i oa 2 Oe, 


“I will be very piberksted in elas eae you chink of ‘all the 27 
points that I have brought up and will anticipate hearing from you - .- - 
sagain in the not too distant future. Believe me,.-I love to debate .: 
: the various issues involved and to have new points of view. provided 

a.acfor. my consideration: ree ; Bi Sate se RS ae “ z 


2 Py A ee “ tes : 2 
See Aces incs ote ene tag idle Sabie ae: Chey LBS areca GE She's Gui aperica Ree &. eget at a eens ee Aa eects 2a 


ee Ss Ff its : eo bru Sincerely,.....)°...- 


; 2 MG : ot wee no sae H. a Cdaman eee ae cer ean ee 
Sa hie a _ Zr. . -- 361 Wrights Milli Gh: es 
Bier gis Mae CSR ae: Alpharetta,.GA 30201 , 


ition, fee iy TE Cee sau at 
Telephone: “4042 887. “4803 7 = : 


eo we aoa 
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, LETTER OF MRS. KATHRYNE G. Tes . 


Vibe, 


=i ls ..~ Blizabeth Morgan and a grandson of William! Vardaman and his Saaz = 


aed 


e of HAMMOND, LA: ——~ 


HEEEEEE EEE ee ae * 


‘COMMENTARY BY J. H. VARDAMAN 


JuLY 1, 1995 


AREER” we ee meee a 


Attached is a copy of a letter dated Sept. 4, 1966, from Mrs. -: os Sie 
Kathryne B. Watkins of Hammond, LA, to Mr. Guy Vining of ~ - 
Hurtsboro,. AL. 


Mrs. Watkins was a descendant of a Rhoda Vardeman who 
married a John Gustavus, probably in St. Tammany Parrish, LA, 
ca 1803. Rhoda was reported to be only 13 years old at the time - 
of her marriage (born ca 1790).-- She was the daughter of .a-. 
William Vardeman and Ann Ayers. This William Vardeman - 
[identified by me as William*| was a son of John? Vardaman and : 


first wife, Magdalena Peterson. 


Mr. Vining was a small town druggist and dedicated Vining fails: = 
researcher who, over a period of years, amassed a large volume ;.- --. -  -~ 
of Vardaman family history. This was a result of 3 Vardaman : 
brothers, sons of James Vardaman of Newberry Co., SC, -:. 
marrying 3 Vining sisters in Jefferson Co., GA, ca 1801-03. -A x: 
large portion of his records consisted of letters to him from ->s+z 
different correspondents concerning various branches of “the 
Vardaman family. 


He maintained his records in old-time merchant’s ledgers into -.:: : 
which he copied letters, deeds, wills, census records, etc. As a = 
result, the copy of the letter from Mrs. Watkins (attached) is in his © 
handwriting, as he copied it into his record ledger. 


HERE EEE 
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.: REE Petes cae a 


~~ William Jewell College was named for him. I believe that one of Jeremiah’s sons, William H. | 


7 ecewelt eolsee: a . ab ihe Be oo. 


“in New Castle Co.; ; DL, in 1714. John? married Elizabeth raat ca 1744 in a portion of 
' Brunswick Co., VA, which later (1746) became Lunenburg Co. and even later (1754), Bedford 
_ Co.ca ee e 


2. While we ‘aie no a Blues as to John’s birth year, oh is assumed to have been boinc ca 
, 1721-24.and could very well have been 105 years old when he died. In view of the many... 


=. ° reports of his age at death which vary from 103 to 125, I believe it highly likely that he did, .. 
=. indeed, live to be over 100 years of age. The age of 105, as stated by Mrs. Watkins, would OURS Sapte 


_ place his death ca 1827 which would agree with other reports of the time of his death. Sear ear 


_ "3. The Rev. Jeremiah Vardaman, youngest son of John? and Elizabeth Morgan Vardaman, was 
'. a noted Baptist preacher who was called the father of Kentucky Baptists. However, the story. _- 


that he started a Baptist college in Missouri is not true. This story refers to William Jewell 
College in Liberty, MO, which was founded in 1849, some 7 years after the-Rev. Jeremiah’s 2 
death in 1842. In honor of Rev. Jeremiah’s labors for the Baptists, the School of Theology at. - - 


Vardaman, also an ordained Bapuete minister, at one time AUELEO or was an offi cial at t William 


4. William® Vatican, son of Tohhe , together Sith his father and ‘brothers 5 were among the - 
~ very first settlers to inhabit the area that i is now the State of Kentucky. In fact, William‘, is 


baie 


reported to be the very first of the John? Vardaman family to move into Kentucky. ees. 
Later, ca 1790, or possibly prior tq that diate: William* Vardeman removed from Kentucky to_ ys 
the Natchez Territory and obtained a Spanish land grant for certain lands in what is ‘now 
southwestern Mississippi. It appears that - probably resided in St. Tammany Parish across the | 
border in Louisiana. plas, At cts ake 


wv - i ee ee ae 


At that time sovereignty over this area was being contested between Spain and the U.S. France ie 
had originally claimed this area but ceded it to Spain in 1768 with Great Britain nominally :.. .. 

receiving that portion east of the Mississippi River in 1769. In 1783 Great Britain ceded this . 
area back to Spain. The boundary between the U.S. and Spanish Florida was b desputed cues ronan ane 
this period until established as the 31st Parallel in 1795. 


5. Mrs. Watkins is in error regarding the passport to Georgia for William Vardeman. This As 
passport was not issued to her ancestor, William* (wife Ann Ayres), but, instead, to William? aie 
(wife Rachel Walker), son of William? Vardaman who died in Wilkes Co., GA. William?, | 7-: | 
Vardaman, although actually a Georgia citizen, had established residence ca 1800 in Washington © |. 7+. - 
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ou -Co., “Mississippi Territory, in order to engage in certain land transactions. This ‘was much to” 
--the east _of the area in which William* had Settled. ea __ Washington - for ‘is now ° “located in- 


i southwestern Alabama. Sa Feats whe pA hehe te 


“6: =Whilé Mrs. Watkins doesn’t furnish’a ‘list of the: children: ‘of William‘ 9 atdamnait aad ‘Amn——— 


ere: "Ayers, ‘she does mention some of them: A son, William Ayers, a daughter who married a Smith ~ = 


“and two daughters who married Spells. In addition there is her” own ‘ancestress, » Rhoda” : 


’ £Vardaman who married John Gustavus.- 2 ais oy ATE Y a f hede bo Megas ese 


Other information that I have indicates the ree children for William’ and Ann agers 
*Vardaman: Ry at 


ae @ Jeremiah K. Vardaman, boas in 1787 in KY. Died April 26, 1849 in Harrison Co., 
ale 2! MS. Married Sarah Smith, Cae @ of coon and pues Smith, Nov. 225 1811, 


“St. Tammany Parish, LA.) +). == ee ne geet 


oe 


ee (b) Elijah Vardaman, born 1796 in MS(?). Died June 8, 1859 in MS, age 63 years and 
; DT days. Married Margaret aes who was born in 1809. : 


wae £@ John Vardaman. 


toqre Se aes ee oe 


ae ae 


(d) William YS Vardaman married ‘Unig eu Carter i in 1815. - TS oes 
a. Bey Pea Vg ss og Bb rie pebpeens? = 
=e) Mary (Polly) Vardiinan: bars March 6, 1797, inLA. Died Nov. 1864 j in “Scotudalé 
Mississippi. Married (1) John Smith, ‘son’of Gideon and Sarah Smith, Nov. 
“*> 1811, in St. Tammany Parish, LA. ‘They had one child, a son named Vardaman ° 
aie: i “HiT”... Smith, born Dec. 1, 1813, who died in early manhood. Mary (Polly) Vardaman 
~ + 4 Smith married (2) Capt. William Pinckney Rose in 1816. He was born April 12, 
Bs 1787; in NC and died Jan. 22, 1850, in MS. se and Capt. Rose had 9 
- aan ‘children, six of whom Suzys to maturity. <<... 


: itty 


“OY a Paes 


pte ee Bote 3 ee ae ee eee 


(9 -Amaziah Vardaman, = es i Ee oe oo ca on 


eee a -.Q) Jemima Vardaman, born Dec. 12, 1796 - died Aue: 14, 1842. “Married Aaton J. 
ce se Spell in 1 Washington Parish, LA(?). - on ee Ho 


fn (h) Rhoda vaniaa born ca 1790. Married John Cuavae in 1803 when shes was ‘only 
wea S213 years old. John was ie son of Mia Gustavus, a. Revolutionary War 


“ veteran. ; Be SE ek aie thaest Boe |e = Do SOTA Gays eee = of 


“@ Anne ‘Vardaman married Saunders Spell in Louisiana in 1816. +...» gene 


~ te Sl tae 


. @) Sally. Vardaman martied Thomas epallcn in Louisiana, ae Me eae 


~ 
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~ It would be. ial coe 6 foe both Elijah and Jentina to have ‘been Son in 
1796 -- unless they were twins. In addition, even if this were the case, it would 
then be impossible for Mary (Polly) to have been born in March, 1797. Mary 
(Polly) Vardeman’s birth date is reported to be as recorded in an old family 
Bible. In this case, assuming that Mary’s birth date is correct, Jemima could not 
have been born in Dec. 1796, although Elijah could have been born in early 
1796. However, since the reported place of birth for Elijah (Mississippi) is pee nCi 
highly unlikely (he was most likely born in Louisiana), the birth date (year) is . 2 wn. 
also suspect. ; : 


The daughter who married a Smith, as set forth in Mrs. Watkins’ letter was Mary (Polly) 
Vardeman. Polly and her brother, Jeremiah, married siblings, a son and daughter of Gideon and 
Sarah Smith. 


My information did not include the fact that the three Spell men were eer however, both © 


Although the Thomas agrees with my previous information, the other brother to marry a 


--- Vardaman appears to be a Saunders Spell. Could his name have been John Saunders Spell? ***~ 


7. Ithas been conjectured that the Amaziah listed above as a son of William* and Ann (Ayers) - 


" Vardeman was in fact William’s brother from Kentucky and not his son and that Elijah was ~ 


Amaziah’s son. I do not believe this. Both Amaziah and Elijah fought with General Jackson’s |” 
troops against the British in the Battle of New Orleans, Jan 8, 1815 (War of 1812). They were ~ 
Privates in the 12th and 13th Consolidated Regiment of the Louisiana Militia. I believe that this : 

argues that they were brothers, not father and son. . ie es 


In addition, Amaziah is listed in the 1816 Mississippi Territorial Census in Pike Co. with only - --~ «-" --- 
2 individuals in the family, one male and one female - both over 21. The Amaziah of Kentucky . 
(William*’s brother) married Nancy Wright ca Mar. 7, 1791, in Lincoln Co., KY. Also, the 

Amaziah in Kentucky was old enough in 1785 to provide a bond for the marriage of his brother __ 
John to Mary Spalding which would indicate that he was born no later than 1764. If the | 
Amaziah in Mississippi was William*’s brother from Kentucky, he would have been at least 50; 
years old by 1815, and would have almost surely had children in his household in 1816. 


8. Mrs. Watkins is mistaken regarding William Ayers Vardaman being the grandfather of * ~“"> > 
James Kimball Vardaman. James K. Vardaman’s grandparents were Jeremiah K. and eatal a as 
(Smith) Vardaman. Jeremiah was a brother of William Ayers Vardaman. 
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Governor of Mississippi (1904-08) and U. S Senator from Mississippi (1913-1919) 
-of his life can be found i in the book The White Chief- James Kimball Vardaman 


Jatties “K:: Vardamaii “was “a ‘member ‘of - the: “Mississippi ‘House: of Represenatves (1890-96) 
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- Dear Mrs. Tierney: 


_. I am so very excited over the Brunswick County records ‘thet: you ‘have | 
“Just sent. To me they are & sabe S TpoEban’: iiik in, ieee back on == 
-~the family. ae nee te Oo ae p ; Sos, oe ip heeded 


_ know” just hows ane ae gh af ; 
----] think that bhe William of the will was a waves old man - about 91 
when he died in 1789. nets 


I also think that he was the William whom you have found in "Old 
Brunswick" in 1744 and that he was in Lunenburg and Bedford ade 
_ Virginia until about 1756 when hepfoved to South Carolina. Fin Ae ox, 
I have a certified copy of the S.C. will and ny interpretation of it. 
is that Bridget was a 2nd (or Srd) wife and Jams her son and mich 
younger than John, William and Peter named as 1st, @nd and Srd sons ~~~" 
and James with son Thomas born 1772 (and wa don't know that he was 
‘ the oldest child) had to be born ca.1750-52 or earlier. 


Did you find any Morgans in the Brunswick County records? I think 
that the Morgan family will be found thers. There was a Welsh settle- 
ment on the Meherrin River by 1740 - and on the Lunenburg Co. tithable- 

lists of 1748 I found on one ans Wht or aresmtoet 2 

William Verdeman 

ae Nae John Verdeman - = 

William Verdeman Junr. =~ 3 tithes 


set Rice Momaain - 1 tithe --. .-~--((These would seem to be sons —————— 
= William Morgain ~- 1 tithe . Thomas with dau.Blizabeth Naxginix —- 
Vardeman) ) 
- I know that a11 deeds of Virginia and Kentucky were copied for the 
library at Salt Lake City - I don't know what other records or states- 
it is wonderful that you can check them and I do believe that gu. will . 
find some valuable records for all of use 


Thanks again - and also for the Texas will. | 


Sincerely, vg z 
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June 12, 1967 


Dear Mrs. Tlerney: 


I was glad to have your letter - I haven't just neglected to answer it - 
I have been in a real slump on this family for the last few weeks. 


17 years ago a man in Mississippi wrote my mother "In all the many lines 
of my wife's family I have been able to make the least progress in the 
Vardaman line. None of the descendants seem to have been able to dig up ~ 
any thing authentic". 17 years later I can make the same statement. I have 
been hunting for ten years and my mother worked on it long befare that. 
Every so often I have to admit that I am just going round in circles - but 
I am here and I know that my Srd.great grandmother was Sabra Vardaman and 
that she was the daughter of John and Elizabeth Vardaman and so there has 
to be an answer somewhere - and so I start over, but I haven't one scrap 
more of real proof than mother had one month after she first identified 
Sabra Vardaman McKinney. Dates and locations are so important, it seems to 
me - and it seems to me that they have been completely disregarded in most 
of the research on this family. 


I hadn't seen a copy of Mrs. King's papers but I have seen a copy of the 
paper of a descendant of Magdalene Vardaman Cockrill giving the same 
information on the first John Vardaman. I am sure that Mrs. King's record 
back to Morgan Vardaman is correct and that he was the son of John Vardaman 
but -- perhaps I am the one who is entirely wrong, but I cannot believe that 
John Vardaman was born 1718 in Sweden and died 1827 in Johnson County,Missoxu 
That is the information as shown in Spencer's History of Kentucky Baptists. 
I have been told, however, that Rev. Jeremiah was supposed to write his 
family history but after his death it was found that he had not written one 
word and Spencer wrote his sketch from material given him by a Rev. Black 
who had helped Rev.Jeremish found the church at Palmyra, Missoiri - just wha 
Réve Black could remember of stories Rev. Jeremiah had told of his family. 
It seems to me that it would have teen very easy for him to have left out a 
generation or two - and that is what I think he did. There are too many 
discrepancies and none of it can be proved. For instance = (1) John and 
Elizabeth Morgan Vardaman are said to have had 12 children with birthdates 
from 1740 to 1775 - 12 children spread out over a 35 year period seems stran, 
to m/ (2) Jom V. is said to have left Lincoln County, Ky. for Missouri in 
1812. He would have been 94 years old then, and I can find no relatives who 
came to Missouri in 1812. Missouri was unsettled territowy then - didn't 
become a state until 1821 =- and I can't believe that a 94 year old man came 
here alone; (3) John V. is said to have died 1827 in Johnson County, Mis sour: 
but I have had Johnson County records checked with no Yesults. The name 
Vardazan doesn't even appear in the General Index of Johnson County. This 


--accotnt has been accepted as truth by most every one but I do believe that 


there 1s some error in({{I can't find proof for one single statement) and that 
is why none of us can find the proof we need. 


I am going to keep hunting = and I hope that you will also, and maybe one of 

us will find something important soon. e 
Verdiman | 

In your search look also under the spelling of that was the spellir 

in "Old Lunenburg,Va.")and also Vaneman pr Vandeman. That doesn't sound like 

the same family and yet I have some evidensd that it may be. 


Let me hear from you again - and I would like very mich to have a copy of the 
Mississippi record you found of John Vardaman selling land to John Morgan in 


“Bes MEK . , - 
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: : is April 17, 1968 CS a3 


> Deer Dorothy T- 


cI am so glad thet Fou have decided to call-me Dorothy. -It- seens ~ 
-pather ridiculous for us to be so formal when we are so diligemtly 


ou 


I am glad to send you a Xerox copy of the will of Willian of South - 
Carolina - but ar you can see, the Clerk couldn't furnish a photostat ~ 


could only send a certified typewritten copy(end ¢ loe ee ae a 


I have waited to write in hopes that I would have zome records from 
Bedford County to include =~ but I doubt now that they are even BORNE | 
to answer my letter. Perhaps, anyway, you have already checked the 

reels on Bedford County and have found some of the clues we need. “:-*-—.. 
(The aes Library sounds wonderful ~ qt do wish ale ener was one: * 
near her 


I aid check on the PSdaewiee County record you sents I didn't eee s 

copy of the deed but a Deputy Clerk checked Indexez of Deeds, Willa “¥ 

and Estates and Marriages and wrote that the nane Vardeman (Verdeman = - - 

ce -) ee ae appear - that there was no record of this land’ (74> ‘acres ) 
€ ng 50 ° . rae ia 


yee 


It aeexed to se that the land was probably actually in Lunenburg’ 
County, and here is a letter from the Clerk there - : 
"The indexez to Wills and Estates, Devisses and Heirs, Reeth ae a 
end Marriage records for the years 1746(year Lunenburg County "= aca 
was formed from Brunswick County) through 1850 but the followin 
-waz the onl} reference we found in the nane of Verdenan, ~~ 77 
‘Vardenan, Vordoman- Shee 
By deed deted March 22, 1751, recorded figust a, 1758 Pr me 
Deed Book 3 at page 32l Jerse) Pahearson | of Prince George ~., 
County, Virginia conveyed to William Verdeman of Lunenburg ~“2=-- 
County, 20 acres of land in the said county of Lunenburg 77°) 
on the #orth side of the Stanton River on lower side of ah oye 
. 5: Plusotree Branch, bounded by the said Verdeman, the river,. . 
oo. . gaid Plumbtree Branch. Witnesses to said ddéed were “Matthew =, 
-~ . (4 " Mareble, Thomas Pitdéan iad William Morgan. 


The description of the land indicates Bedford County to me. Ome interest- 
; ing thing about the deed is the grantor - nywakaee Peterson - since we 
~ lmow that one William Verde Man narrieas pub lepe Petersson 21 April, ~~ 
e, 4720, in Holy Trini ty (Old Swede'a) Chufldi ae Alrsncton, Delaware. aaa 


e “Where did you find the Lincoln Co. Ky. Cire The date ‘on the | one_ ber - 
Roney McKinney interests me - a fe Ey Se 
3 ¢ {Wand aeney 18 Day 1789-fug; Between John Coyler of ‘Payette Co:Kent. i 
and Reney McKinney of Mercer Co. sold to MeKenny 100 A lying in 


Lincoln Co. 5 Day Ost. tlB2» So hee 
BS: Signed John Collier a ings 


‘This would be the earliest , Kentucky date for Rane. I would like to prove os 
that he was in Ky. in 1782 - I lmow that a brother was. —I-knew. of oe the. ; 
deed but had only a date of 18 tug.1789. 
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ee typewritten copies arrived ~ I don't know how she got them and 
thought it was best not to ask any questions about it.. 


I think that there must have been three John Vardamans in Kentucky | 
_..about 1785 - 
- John --born ca.1722 (son of William) | - ma. 2nd Elizabeth Bie = 


7s "SON, bag : cave - 
2+ Jolin < - “penne ca.1743 - me Blizabeth ee 2 ae Ty 
: son, Se 0 AE ore 
ee Toni 2 Wont Cav1764-< ws 1786 Men'y speulaLig 
frie ; al ed ea. 1811 Pulasicl "county 5” Ky. ae 


a tac re a nce a 


I think that this oldest John must have had a8 ‘gna. eg ‘Srd.) wife end" - 
children born about the same date - or later - than his grandchildren.’ | 
So few records have been found that everyone has thought that there _ 
were just the two Johns there - one whole generation (the middle one) - 
has been omitted. But which John was the father of Rev. Jeremiah? -' <= 
“~~ ~~~ and which John was the father of my Tabitha and Sabra? There 1s jupaiy 
-- ° some clue that.I am just overlooking - I just can't make the connection. . 
/ wae You mention Draper's statement that John died in St. Louis County, Mo.’ .. 
I hope that you can find some proof on this - I certainly can't. Just 
to prevent duplication of searching I will tell you of my attempts..Ii- 
made a special trip to the Missouri Historical Soclety library to study — 
the 1830 census and I checked 1t twice - by name and by males 80 years 
: of age and older ~ no John Vardaman there then.’ I have wondered if the 
date by Draper is a misprint and should have been “about 1825" instead 
of "about 1835". This would make the age of 104 correct according to . 
my theory of John being the son of William. Missouri wasn't a state S wees 
———--- until 1821 and there is no census for inhabitants: & Su. Mouls cou ee 
“phe in 1820 that I can locate. 


: - Hext I asked a friend in St. Louis to check on thie’ ola. John Sappington 
‘cemetery. She is very interested in -old records and she and a friend -* 
located this cemetery which Is now in the town of Crestwood and copied ~~ 
the names on all of the stones. If a John Vardaman is burled there it 
—ii-—--—.. ©an't be proven - there are graves without stones and there are stones 
which are so worn that they can't be deciphered ~ but there is no stone 
with the name of any Vardaman. 


“ae-°. This Ls a very mixed-up letter I am afraid but “y am Reine to per it tas 
-.-.. anyway because I will be so busy the next few deys with a rummage sale ;;; 
pom _-. .for my church and several meetings etc. - and I do want you to mow . ~. 
.-. . that I do so appreciate your letters and the records that you are a oe 
~~: willing to share with Tee : Nae 


7 é i Sa 2 Fi were aes wee 

Soe Sincerely, ae 
co on 
zee - ee 
: | y eee eae 


“Have you checked order books of early Jefferson or Fayette counties; Ky <?: 
I have no records at all. from early Jefferson County and have wondered -;~: 
so" If something might be there. PE 


-— 
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A 7 . May 24, 1958 


re ae Dear Poreeny: : ot. 403 ae e Be A ra ee 


I am writing at once because I don't want you to have the “expense of & 2 ---- 
—photo-aopy ‘of the letter you mention. “I-would like -to see the letter = = 
-could you mail it to me and-I would return it inmediately?(Sonetines odd ===, 
‘little bits of inforaation add up to valuable data). - but the. information| 
cae on Rey. Jeremiah is wrong. Don't be angry with ne for: stating so so very. 
~—~“definitely ="one lady “because so irritated with ms over “it~ “(ahe “said=that= 
77. it had to be correct because it was written so long ago - I beliewe that. 
~~ 4t was by T.M. Pennington and published inthe Stenford,Ky., paper in’ 1890) 

- that I could never hear from her again. I don't want that to happen with =; 

- you - but it is wrong. Rev. Jeremiah Vardesan did not found Jewell (Willies 
. Jewell) Colleze at Liberty, Missouri, and he did not die at Liberty, Mo. 


Rov. Jeremishk dicd in Ralls County, Hissourt on 18 May, 1842 and is buried 
in & cemetery near New London, Ralls ape The avone is on the ground now . — 
and broken through cate died but shows 
Rsv. Jereniah Vardenan born July a L775" 
My dad and the Business Manager of Willisa Jewell College at Liberty were 
good friends for samy years. And so seversel years ago I went to Liberty and 
“spent most oF a daw with Him, the libruvlan of the colleogs and some of the 
“.retirad teachers. I am sure that they told ne ths truth - all were quite 
.* positive thet Rov. coremish was in no wey ever connected with ths colleze 
-but that two of hia sons, Jerexiah Jr. and especially Rev. William H., were 
very interested in the school and becswse of this the building in whish ths 
eee first dining room was located was known as Vardenxan Hall. The building . — 
vo burned years ago nnd there 1s no building - -by the name on the campus now. —..... 
The son, William H. was collecting agent for Willias Jewell in 1852 and he =: 
. Bave 200 acres in Mone onan e Co. To « to the permanent funds of the college 


= AND a thie ts the Sennen for the er ror, I be lieys)| the ‘Theological Depert- 
nent of the college was named The Jereniah Verdensn Ssnool of Theology. : 
Willian Jewell is a Baptist College. A book in thoir, library "The History 
bf Williew Jewell College" by J. Clark, 1893 explained it thus: ca 
It tells of the Rev. Jerewiah's succoas az & pionesr Baptist minister 
of Missouri and of his last sermons when he was too weak to stand and 
_eonsludes = "It was a fit recognition of the man and hig work that the 
Board of Visitors of the Theological Department of Willian Jewell ~ rake 
College gave his name to the School waieh they had endowed. This iy. “aa 
“occured at the meeting of the General Association in Migust 1869(27 ~ ee ae 
yosrs «fter Revy.Jeremiah died-D.D,)) Whon the Constitution adopted a tape 
by the Board of Visitors was formally approved and aecopted by the e 
* Trustees and the Jerexish Vardoman School of Theology Dacame an “a 2 
antecr et part of Willian Jewell Conteees " i 


If you wamt thea I have, I believe, a complete list of Rev al dees anise es 
family - 16 children by 3 wives but soveral of them died in infaney. a 


So far I an quite baffled by the Bedford Co. records - weren't you surprised - 
to find Willian, Williax Jr. and Peter - but not one mombion of Jonn? He (John) 
aceording to Spencer was tha only one of the name in Bedford Co. and lived 2 
near the Pekks of Otter. These,of course, aro on the Otter River which lz e 
‘a nozthorn tributary of the Staunton River along which is shom to be some 4 - 
of Williants land. I have lonz wondered how such of the family record as co 
r 6ilven by Spenser ee ecorrest. Don't get me wrong - I an not trying to argue 2 
--~ with those who do believe it so very strongly - but it just dosen't agrea 
. with the records that I have found. %s I understand it, the Beptist Assoc. 
asked Rev. Jerewiah to write a sketeh on his fanily but when he died it war 
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- *ound that he had not written one wenvsice. sun we wpe rere ne KK : 
“ --his artiele from what he could obtain from ehurch resords and from what\ 
Rev. Blsek who had been associated with Rey. Jeremiah in the establishing 
‘-- of the church at Palmyra, Mo. eould remember of stories -that Rev.Jeremiah\y. _ 
“" had told him about his family. An error eould so easily have been made - \ 

"> @ gensration omitted, names mixed up etc. etc/ I believe that that artiele 
To hss misled sesrchern for-years --made them misinterprete the records they--— 
“found - but I will edaib. thas t Justo. round and enpene in! Sate! and” dontt* 

3 OO. the answer. : ae ae a 


I-would-think-that SFohh Waves Lived he Bedford. Co. if-it_weren!s Pe 

“meeord ((whieh I have never verified) ).= : Py Saag NE SS a eae 

ae Virginia Colonial Militia - p.69 Part PER ae | Bye 0 se" 
a Bedford County Militia Se peSep er o(e8 re eee er ee ee 


eseese JOhn Vardanan  § - RE ie AE EE et eran 


“Here is another record which I kave never echeekead - 1t would seen to Jose 
indicate that Willise Jr. stayed in (or returned te} Bedfcrd Co. much --- 
later than the othars - | . Wie coos 

Virginia Militia in the Revolution - pe 189 ; ‘ ie eae 
Bedford County May 27, 1779 
1st Lieut. - Willian Vardenan 
Inelidentally, I have seen in sows referongs books that domet lines tins wife 
did not join In the transaction when land was sold but did relinguish her 
dower rights - but that this relingquishwent did not show in the deed books . 
‘put in the County Court Minutes. This might be the case in the Goochland 
and Bedr-ord deeds - but I don't see how it can be checked until some one 
of us gets to Va. in person. The eourt minutesz could then ts shocked on 
the date shown that the deed was proven before tha court - but it eeee ahs 
:_be guite x Job. rk -* : ; ke ; ee 


23. “ft hava nover gotten | ae levee Coe South éaroline dead - i perheps 7 ‘should 
ae Rare: but the aterk) wate we thap only one eee shovs ce the ees indexer? . = 


ed “Deed Bk.’ D-2, be 418- 422 00°55 + RES Ses : Sa: See 
a Sarmel Aubrey to William Vardinan- m aa to aS 
dated is Decamber 1766 : goaee _ 
"iI have been trying to figure out what pointes me tent hays some of ‘the 
; answers - it is suek a gamble. I am wondering if there will be any thing 
“~ of value in Halifax Co. reeordsa - or in Henry Cow records. There just 
wight be somothing in Pittsylranis Co. I think that we can assune (from 
name of wife) that this Peter who sold Bedford Co. lend on 24 Dee.1767 - .. 
‘was the Peter who died in Shelby Co.Ky. in 1808.-And I aw guessing that ——~ 
he was the Peter (of Pittsylvania Co.) who bought lend-in Pitts. Co. from 
WaeCooke on B4 Aug-1769. Pittsylvania Co. was formed from Halifax in 1757. 
This lang was'in Henry Co. later and Peter was shown &3 being of Henry Co. 
vu on Feb.17,1777 when he bought adjoining land from Ws. Cooke. Whether we ~ 
would find any thing of value in lmowing when and how Peter disposed of |» 
thie land I wonder. Poter was Ensign (2nd.Lieut.) of Pitts.Co.Militia on=—- 
27 Sapt.1775 and resigned as Cant.of Henry Co. mete on ee Rove 1779. -..> 


+ em 
42g teed 


i Henry Co. wasn't forned until 1777. : e 


™ oa 7 


Jazt as a pails I will be more than nrre to pay the cartel ‘feo it you. 
would like to sheek the Indexes of Charlotte Co. I have ths fenling that - 
my Rane and Stephen MeKinney must have lmown Awazish in Virginia - and: my 
" Toharlotte fe MeKenny) - Charles(and 13 sons and 2 daughters)- had been in - 

Charlotte for at least a year when it vas formed frow TunenDume in 1765. -: 

— ~~ To go baek to Siensante History, John is supposed ‘to. have. moved from Peaks 
of Otter to the New River Setslewent in 17€7, to the Clinch River fietenent 
inl777 and to Kentueky in 1779. I have read every book that ean 
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vhis seotion of Ve. - hunting several different families there - but I 

+" have found no Vardemans. In 1767 tho entire seetion was Orange Co. - but 
oo" I have thoroughly cheexed Chalkley's Abstracts of Augusta Co.(3 volumes). — 
_ Botetourt (formed 1770) should have somothing - also Panesrele( ies co. 
“ _. Washington (1776) and Montgomery (1776). t don't ION o Teertainly 2c. 2 
? —haven'!t found iecsunats BB. fellowes ts Soe 


a y. 3 
“7 Check the indexer of “Mercer: County; Kentueky. a airelye "gurely. have” © 
oS tes nen. Shere, —This_is_. She pony fecas teat Fears. =" 


spril ith ‘V787 oe a -< 
This Lis to Certify baat we are ay antis: “ted nas Rane ae 
MeKinney should be united in the Bona of Marriage | to our fay 
Daughter Tabitha Vardewan. 2 FOE ary ar eiaie 

5 hn Ve maneys Tees ene 

> goon Sale Elizabeth Yaré aman => Beery eat ae Acar 


tt Fe 


Teat- : ee . a z 
Anuegsieh Vardeaan ; 7 , 
Morgin Vardanan . Jar dee ¢ es! a re 


Bond Lee 3 . : a on 

Reney MsKinney one or te GA aa 
& Tabitha Varedsan . . ; ne: ; . ES Bas ot Rte, 

April 17,1787 : be dh 2 

Rane MeFinnay 
annusiah Vardaman 
_~ - Tostss - Sea en eee eae : 
Swe Oe OS «LEA eter) Sans tS ia eat St he ted ste gee ta oe egies 


Ioesn fine nothing more ~ earlier or eben: - on John aaa: Elizsbeth. It ee 

(is to me tho strongest thing - aluost eerie - almost as If they were here —-. 

-—- on this world frow soma other planet for just the one day.’I have been —-- 
told by sone (but they soem to heave no idea whore the information came -" . 
from and certainly offer no preof) that my John was born es.1745 in now 
Henry Co.(but at that date it was Brunawiek or Lunenburg snd whare are the 


reeords?) and married ea.1768 or 1769 to Elizabeth Ergralyne( se sniclta) - 
where? ‘ ; iy. ie : S 
The marriage bong of Rane and Sabra ten yoars tee (Saiti1797) 1. in set 
Lincoln Co. If the 1850 eensus record is sorreet she married wren 12 ocr 13 - 
- but I have not been able to fing a consent of parents ‘or. Ape ha ch ea 7 


If my John ana Blizsboth hag a dsigater old enough to sana in 1787 (se 
perhaps born 83.1770) and if Sabra was bern 1783 or 1784 - (and born in is. 
South Garolina/)- thers must have been other children - whe were taey and == 
what beeane cf thew. aa 9-o eee ee ee eR oer 


“There cartainly are Kentueky records whish haven't been found - but Do 
don't know whieh coumbies to suggost. I have wanted to have early records |. 
of Jefferson and Fayette eheeked - and thore just wight be romething in “+> - 
Woodford Co. There was a Williaw Vardenan who married Lucretia Middleton 
July 1833 in Anderson Co.Ky. - who was he? Who were the brothers Joseph 
Jerome and Simeon Vardsuan who went to Ga. from Ky. ca.1810? And who in: 
. the world waa the Ham Vardeman (2 males over 45) on the 1810 Lineoln Co, 
~ Ky. eensus? Only he and men ers Wer are shom on this tere eensus ane ee 


pete ree enoae sonnet = siten tbat 


An cantare a Fitting niace te Pe - 


ae oe cee AEDST SNIP tet 
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5 Morgean Vs on tre L&ZO census, Waere was “Old John". Vardexan who pppoe ety 
one left Crab Orehard in the fall ef 1812. for E eee ee in ee me + ; 


ay tee 


reas 


Team going around and around dn cireles 


Pay 


a ‘Dia you find the Walkers “in Brunswiek and: “Lunenburg records? .C ‘One’ hee. 
7 “Silvanus Welker was there early - was ene of six eonstables appointed | ie 


at the lst court of. eee 5 May 1745 (Refs Hiatery . of -Pittaylvanta 
‘County Y Clement). 


iter tone 
ties BS 


Hike A thar 


tere 


Ae agen siete § 
APL ee 
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November 235 


--Dear Mrs. Tlemey 


re nae rene “Eh ae ea a ——-. See Rea ees 


Tam sorry to ibe. SQ. ‘slow in answering, but I am just bevtine” 


ewe? 


over a siege of the’ flu.” 


I will try to find out more about the records that I sent 
you. Those records were copled by a Mrs. Wetkins who lives 
in the southern part of Texas on a rush trip during her last 
vacation. She is a descendent of William (who married #nn 2?) 

who is thought to have been a son of John and Elizabeth Morgan ~~~ 
Ve and she was checking to see if the William of Rusk County ie 
records could possibly be him. She didn't have time to copy — 
2ll of the records she foand in detail but I am writing to sea *--— --- 
if she saw a copy of the will and where she thinks a copy can ; 

be obtained. 


i idlso, someone wrote me once that there is &, college in 
Nacogdoches Co. whieh hes a wonderful library of the early 
records of the county. Itm sorry ~ I don't know the name 

of the college or how much information their librarian would 
send anyone s 


You asked for proof that Joseph Vardaman married Rachel Vining ae 

I am sorry that I don't have any. I believe that that inform- = : 
‘ation came from one of the Vinings ~ perhaps the Mr. Vining of- 
Alsbama with whom you are corresponding. JI have never written — 
to him but I do hear often from a Mrs. Leathers in Sen Antonio. 
I beliave that she sent those records to me and she has mentioned 
Mr, Vining several. times so I imagine that she got the names “~~ 
from him. She is a descendant of Sally C. Vardamen who married 

Samuel McCormick in Lincoln Co.Xye (the note you sent from the ... 

Va. Genealogist). We havé traded records for years but still ~--- 
haven't found the answer for either of us. 3 


I'll write again as soon as I have any ideas on securing more — 
of these Rusk and Nacogdochsas counties records. 


HAPPY HUNTING - 
Sincerely, 


A ae 
HY A oe on 
evecit beet sated 


eo Spreng fet Te. bo S06 | 


Sw tegpermn gee tene Ss ne * ¥e . 1 *. : Rie a 
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eee Soa x. ee oe 


-Dear ‘Mrs. Tierney: La ee oe ie oa 
"I was delighted to Tage’ your ‘Vébter ana io” gisd ‘that: “you ‘have found so 


fone 


pecans. of real value.-I am very interested - jin learning what. records ar 
theres ae 


I only wish that I could at least find an kere sting alia: or two - ‘I Fase. 
tons more records and correspondence but actually lkmow nee one thing p¢-+ 
more about part of the family than I did ten years. B00 wil % abgames 
a jar 
My Payne family connection ‘is later” - th’ Keiiticky. In 1825 Sabra’ Vardaman 
McKinney's son James married Elizabeth Payné ~ 16 years later Jamests 
nephew, John Vardaman McKinrey, married Elizabsthts niece, Rachael Payne, 

: (and they were my great grandparonts). BUT I do think that the Panes of _.. 
Rusk Co. Texas are the same family. I have my Jina back to the immigrant - 
who received grant on the Rappahannock in 1652 - the family was in Middlesex 

‘and Edsex Counties - then five brothers and two sisters moved to various _.. 
Va. countles along the North Carolina line. I am sure only af my own line 
which was in Eitvaytyenss County (recards show as Payne~Pain-Pane). 


I know that one Peter Vardaman was in Pittsylvania Coe in 1775 and in, Hebry - 
Cos in 1779§ and 1 believe that all of the Vardamans were in that sects on ie 


tae 


of Va. for many, many yearse Perhaps I have already sent you this: 2%, 


“SUNLIGHT ON SOUTHSIDE by Bell (Tithable lists of "Old Lunenburg County") +4 
A List of Tithables taken pr ame Matw Talbot for ye year 1749- _ . Pe 
(Talbotts list - "from the mouth of Falling River to the «. .. “ap. 

mouth of Otter River'-D.D. ) 


sue : ae eee) ee Crows ; Squirrels ate Se oe 
Wm. Verdeman she oes a wine ewe Sik ES 
: John Verdeman : Bj. We i ie 


William Verdeman = 3 18 
Same listing in 1750. . 


1752 List by John Phelps (cepnittees cowered is now Bedford end Campbdell . Cos-D.b 


Wme ¥Yerdeman 
lie _ Robt. Verdeman ~ 2 tithes 


wv - 


Wme Verdanan Junr. ~ 1 tithe 


The name does not appear on later lists = probably because they were living 
in the section which became Halifax Co, in 1752. A court hearing in 1758 on 
troubles of settlers of Halifax and Bearord counties with Indians tells of | 
an encounter by "od Wme Verdiman, aged about 60, and Wm. Verdgman Junr. 


I don't have the cemetery records from Naishall, Mo. = but I believe that Ty 4&5 
do have something on the earliest aottlers theres Laeturees 
Two brothers = : 
1. John Thomas Vardeman « be1858 Sheloy CoeKye ~ to Suline Co. 1882 
2. Reve William Vardeman = 6.1842 Shelby Co. ~ to Saline Co. 1878 


Descendants say that these were sons of Peter and wife Polly Scroggins and’ 

. that Peter was son of John and wife Elizabeth Morgan ~ but have no real ences 
I don't know = others say that John and Elizabeth's son Peter married ————-—— 
Prudence ? in Vae c&e1758 and died in Shelby Coexye in 1909 = and others | 

. say that John and Elizabeth's son. eas married Rachel Wilsons I dontt know | 
- who is oeEecte oe me Eee 

S ee 5 
fe 8 Pi ar ene, ay a ek SON a famtic «= but I wonder if the- Lawsons pei 
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— 


- 
Weel iy 25 qbisces 


don't go back to the same section of Vinginise I think that I have a Lawiion 
> Line although I have néver worked on it. great grandfather was Jason~ 
= Fulbright of N.C. < Gass ark.-~ Mo. He had a brother Lawson ‘Henderson | 
= Pulbright “in Texas. “I think that the mother” was a Henderson ~“dau.“of : - Janie 8 


nt “who married Violet ‘Lawson in: Cumberland. “COs, Vas -and ‘Later moved “to Granville 


I will be very interested in the rocorad you find in’ Texas and = whan you” 3 
have the time I would appreciate a list: of, All children amd eee aee ieih 
named in Rachelts will.) -2 =" %-4- + BS ce RRS, SE SERIE OD | HEE Sa, 
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Dear Dorothy: 


I will have to remember 1969 as thé year that I "Bogged dowa" completely = 2 
om my researeh and on my correspondence. Please forgive me again - I spread. 
’ myself almost too thin these last few months on DAR, DAG, and my..chureh .- 2. 
~-~@idutt leave myself enough time for myself. I suppose that :I-would do it 
again if I had it to do over - but I certainly didn't realize how-meh work 
-. I was promising to do. ih, Ud eat a ae ae ee Su aes eee 


_sYou are wise to refuse to be Registrar for a chapter with 350 members - that — 
is really a large chapter. We have at the moment 115 members with 4 applie-.5°. 
.ations and 3 resignations pemding. It has kept me swamped. Of course, .D do: -- 
believe that im several casea I have dome mmch more than'is expected of.a-..., 
Registrar but I get interested when told about "missing links" and try to _; 
locate them. Our DAC chapter is so’ small that most of the members have to —.; 
take an office - I won't be Regent, but at the moment I am Treasurer (and. ., 
‘this is the time for dues). We had a large Bazaar at my chureh last moxth -_ 
very successful and I'am quite proud of that but it did take work. And we | 
have a mew Rector - a wonderful person but full of vim, vigor and mew projects. 
We have also had a Reception, a Family Night Supper and am Advent Sunday -.._ 
Breakfast - and more to eome. I didn't expect all of that when I agreed to - 
serve as Pres. of the Womem of the Chureh for 1969 and 1970. Buying the food 

is my worst problem ~ it.is embarrassing to have too little and palzful 
financlally to have too mich - and it is qmite a gamble because we cam mover 
be sure how many will attend. us 


+ 


Now for the Vardamans - 


- I am not sure how many more records I can get through my library - for some — 
reason the library here always falls down om the amount of gemealogieal  § —- 
material they ean order for anyone. The first records that eame were wonderfu. 

|. Pittsylvania Co. deeds from 1767 to 1802 and wills from 1767 to 1820. I had 

~~ four families there - Payne(Pain), Wilson, Hardin and Pigg - and I found ..7 7: 
valuable records on all of them. BUT then I ordered deeds and wills of ~~ 
Charlotte Co. but reeelved only deeds from 1765 to 1850. and I ordered deeds 
and wills of Halifax Co. and reeeived only wills from 1753 to 1829. I really 
think that the Order Book reeords are the most valuable sourees for the 
records that I am now hunting - but I didn't know how to request them. I'will 
try again after the first of the year - but I am not too hopeful. It is very 
imoxpensive - only the postage - which has rum about $1.02 for each paekage |. 
of. 8 reels of film - and they. can be kept for two, weeks. Theré is, I believe, 
a private-group in Texas who reat reels of film through our library but their ~ 
service is mueh more expensive and they don't have many of the records that ~~ 
I want so I haven't yet. ordered from them but may have to do so. | a? os 


You mentioned the Bennetts of Pittsylvania Co. I didn't know to cheek for the 
mame there and I don't find it im the records that I copied BUT - did you _ 
notice that the first record you found for William Verdemon in Bedford Co. 
(Deed Bk.1-p.245, 29 Dee.1758).was.as Appraiser of the estate of Wm.Bonnétt? 


sAceording to the censws.of 1860 my Sabra‘ was born ir South Carolina and’ so i-- 
do think that her father John was a descendant of William who died in Newberry 
Cotiuty-- but was he the "Oldest son John" or a grandson? I have the feeling 
that if we could positively identify Sabra's parents all Kentucky records = 
could be untangled and most of tho. puzzles om the entire family womld all fit 
into place:- but,:as 1 have.said a.thousand times, where were they before 
_.. May. 1787 and what beeame of them after May 1787? Zt is frustrating ~ and _ 
astounding -: even. the poorsst of families. left records of some kind, but not- 
thab, couples. .7° 9), gute 2 de Oe See pe . ; Pee as o> 4 
‘I have had trouble witil the last few months in seas records out 
a lover 
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~ 


of Merter County... Now I-have a copy of most of the MoKinney records there - 

_but mot ome mention of @ Vardaman eReeD ty: the one marriage consent. They . 
-. evidently - ‘didn't own any land there - my ° Regek one forlorn hope iz .to have ‘the 
~~ Order. ‘Books of Mercer Go.) - “and Lincoln Co.= checked. I understand: that = 
every man over.16 had to work on the ‘ : ‘g0 many: days of ed 
perhaps” re “Amaziah : and “Morgan Vardaman will” be shown” *for= that = 


: aly 1 “wane - tn. ‘Lincoln. Go. records: “whieh® ratevonea “me “besides ‘the Vardamans - 
: and. Rane MaKinney and his ‘brother Stephen (Rane~had-i2- “brothers -with= S-kiled- 
_. in‘the Rey.<-names unknowmm = but ‘only Rane and Stephex: ‘show ‘On. ‘Lincoln: Co.tin... 
-. records): “18 -a “Marriage” Contract for Reubin’ Pain: ~This * is 7 one of": -my DAR ‘line s- 
he was “very ‘aetive in Pitts.Co.,Va. during the. war, and ‘moved to. Lincoln Cow? 
Ky. ‘when a-rather old men.*In his will dated 1619 he “mentioned a aontras® 
marriage .- evidently there were no- children by: this _ and. ° cwite.. 


ike, to inow who she’ WAS. cere aed ee ee ee ee 


ile 
- > a 1 


a oh % e 
lal . wy Faved ce aa 1 we 


"md natch” for the nane “Hoglin “(Hoagland) on Lincoln and: Mercer Gosenecards 2: 
There is a story among some members of my. family ‘that ‘Sabra“had’a ‘Step-father | 
naried. Hoglin. Other stories from this .soureeé. havé turnéd- out to be ‘ertirely - 
wrong so-I don't ‘Jenow - it could ‘pea’ step-father,” a step-mother,~"a. brother- -. 
in-law or even’ = pene s marriage for Sabra. : =. 20P Pure’ SeeeEsy = but waben a 


for Ene. name.’ i 


ow pay 
sae TAS 


Happy Hunting ta 1970 - “and let me know the results 1) LWE11 “gona on ahything” 
cent I. neat ee ms, a ie ee ie tee £9 Sohn Nie tha sed yen othe 


ee 


ae one 
ceed * 
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March 22, ee 


You probably already “have (a ‘copy: -of this ‘record which -has. idee ween “sent 


me by Leah Wabkins .- but I. othink . that it is such_ an. eapor tant discover 


"from the Virginia State Library ares pe ae 
r=" Bincastle County Marriages - Bonds, 1773- 15 eile. Lp eet 


Marriage | of William Menefee ard Elizabeth Vardeman 
"daughter of John Vardeman.' , 


mhis bond, dated 19 Dec 1774, for “ratty pounds current money,” 
“~ was Signed by William Menefee and William Vardiman, the latter... . 

by mark. The bond notes that Elizabeth Vardeman is the "daughter ae 

of John Vardeman." : 


Wlth the bond ts a Bana onea. ‘note ee by John Vardeman, writing 
his name instead of using a mark, which reads: Dycmber the 18 : 
: Day 1774 (illegible wordy Mr. Marrayon (?) Sir please to grant 
; alizons (a license) to William Meneffee and you will oblige 
* your frind." 


Tests Simon Cockrell : (signed) John Vardenan 
Wa Vardeman . : 


_couns- There is also great similarity. between the signature "John. Varéanan" cae 
on the Fincastle note and the "John Vardaman” signing the bond of === == 
Rane McKinney and Tabitha Vardiman, 17 April 1787: witnesses, " Annaiziah~ 
Vardaman and Morgan Vardaman." - but a pend wes tine expert would have 
to make a final judgement." 


s 


If you do by chance have a photostat of this record, will you Po iees have a 
a copy made for me? I will be more than glad to pay the cost if you'll . 

just send me the amount. I am anxious to see how similar the signature --~-2— 

of this John seems - to me - to the signature of my John of Mercer Co. -- 

I am also anxious to know the mark used as signature by William - and if 

it agrees with any of those on Bedford Co. records. Am I correct on PnSaG: 


his 
27 May 1754 - a witness, William X Verdeman — . din W Yertiwe~ | 


mark , 
: ‘his eS aed the Ne 
_22 Aug.1763 and-23 aug. 1765 - deeds signed - Williaa W Vardeman 
a “s mark Ere pie we ee Lex 


(same on Goochland Co. deed and South Gavolink will). 
28 May 1765 - deed signed - William Vardeman Jr. 
Were there three differen Wa. Vardemans there in Bedford County? 


“Tan really excited = and really~ hopeful:-— 7 ence 


Pra, as 1970. Sincerely, 
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iri s. 4 the so 27 April 1970 - 


“pear Dénsthiy: es 


taht vate fae fn aan 
u 


ae qate OS BES oR YP has SIR ee et 


_.I wonder if the widow Jane Vapdonay “aver cmaundied Francis Billingsles 
“Hie wil was - or iff he died before the ela ‘could ‘take place.” 


a have a “yillingsley ae usough 4 my ‘mother = =an Elizabeth “Biiiingerey- 
"who married James Hopkins ca.1795- in’ Rowan-Cos-North. ‘Carolina .—According — 
to my records, her father and this Francis Blllingslea (he wrote the — = 
adie Billingsley in Maryland) ‘of Wilkes County,° eae were 1st. 

cousgrs. 77 


Francis Billingsley was born ‘1734-35 in St. Mary's Co. Marylamd - married _ 

_ 1763-64 Asenath Howell - to Wilkes Co. Georgia 1789-90. On 23 June 1798 he 
was one of the appraisers of the estate of Jesse Walker. His will names -- 
eight sons and two daugktsra (Sarah Ann m. Thomas Norris and Marvy m. David 
White) - no wife mentioned. He was a_staunch Quaker, but did serve on Grarid - 
Jury of Harford Co. Md. and this has been accepted as service by DAR. i 


You mentioned checking Indexes of Kentucky cotinties. I really don't know ---—- 

which ones to suggest. I have wondered about Franklin Co. There is alsp a 

possibility of something more in early Fayette Co. - and I haven't had 

Jefferson Co. checked at all. I believe that I have checked Wayne and 

Adair Cos. quite thoroughly - have had Pulaski Co. ,hecked twice - and a 

professional genealogist who works in Russell, Barren, Adair and surround- 

ing counties told me that she had never seen the name Vardaman among, those 24 
~~ pecords. ; 


I don't know what to suggest about the Jacob Vanbroam of Botetourt Co. Io- <= 
--- hadn't heard of this record before. I have checked on the only two nares a 
“=~ In DAR Patriot Index which seem to be in any way ‘Sima ter to Vardaman: - | -. 
= Van Deman, John © °° 0L-P SUSSES see om inne 
' §.10-12-1757, d. 1-18-1840 ae -o se re : oars 
m. Mary Magdalene Hester , 
Private, Virginia - pension 


Vandaman, Frederick 
b.1762, d.7-8-1813 
me. Susannah Hillicost . ca heey 
Private, Virginia Hah ae 
I had the pension papers of this John Vandeman checked by a friend.on a trip —— 
to Washington,D.C. If there was any relationship it would seem to be so far - 
back that it wontt help us. He died in Ross County, Ohio 17 January 1840 and 
moved there before 1799. His children were Matthias, John, Conrad, Charles, 
Eliaabeth(Perrins) and Henry. He served in Pa. troops and married Mary 
Hester 4 May 1786 in Fayette Co. Pa. John stated that he was age 75 in 1832 
_ (so born ca.1757)W= “in Virginia not far from Stanton" - that he didn't know - 
the day or month because hia father died when he was very young and he had 
no family records - that his name being of German origin was pronounced in 
“various ways by the officers and soldiers ..... he was sometimes called ~~ 
Fundemore or Fandeman and not infrequently Fundaman or Fundamant - that his 
prother who served with him was called in the same way as in sport or derision. 


Also in -Augusta Co. was a Peter Vaneman as early as 1757. I checked on him ics. 
through all of Cnalkley's records - his wife was Elizabeth (Miller, it. -seems) = 
and they were in Rockingham Co. Va. in fug.1779. I have an idea he was related 
———~-=¢0 WmeVaneman who was -in Salem Co. New Jersey in 1756. __ ; 


Maybe all of these are a different branch of the family - I cantt decide, but. 


ye ine we. 
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11 June 1970: * bs a Beaten lsat ats 


__Dear Dorothy: ay we aches Se oe 


pence “The Bantismal record was: found ae Presbyterian Plgtoeteal. ‘Society, 
: -_~ Philadelphia, Paes- ~ Bit) ee ik. aa ce 
"K-565. eae : a 
Hee ui See - ee - So eee re ee 
-— MS 300". -- Bey 

augusta Virginia ‘Presbyterian ‘Church “(old Stone) 
"Prom a copy of a Diary by Rev. William C. White 1815 a ee eae 

"Records of Baptisms by Rev. John Craig 1740-49 an 
"Pastor of Augusta Church for 30 years - ; 
“Baptisms - 
“Pather - William Yerdeman - child Jemima . 
dated March 8, 1841 et 
Rockfish SS ridge” 


((This location would put him not in ugusta County BUT East of the 
mountains is now Albemarle County ) ) 


I have been told that xx this record is also shown in St. Paul's Vestry — 
Book of Hanover County, Va. - without the location ((I don't understand this)). 


I also think that this was William (W) Vardeman - Rockfish River wasn't fiar 
- from South side of peteeas River where the land sold Be William in. ures was -—. 
+-- Located. - --. -- oF aes nel 


:. I don't know what became of Jemima = BUT she was not Fanti Sappington who ce 
“4s buried in the Sappington Cemetery near St. Louls, Missouri. That was == 
Seana Fuller’ of Maryland - and she married-John Sappington 1 February - “1781 : 
in Prince George County, Maryland. They had 17 children. pe aaa 


-- I don't ‘mow who Sabra Liles Vardeman was - certainly wish that I did - but 
I still have the idea that she was a lst. wife of James, and the mother of 
his sons William, Thomas and Joseph. I have been re-checking the will of 
Williamson Lilss and it seems to me that his dau. Sabra was dead when he 
made his will in October 1794 - that he had only one married daughter living - 
(Lucy Gorie) and that all of the others named were deceased and 


he was ere 
~ leaving Slaves to their children. - ‘ ee ae 
hk te ot Escevf 


N 
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_ NOTES by J. -H._VARDAMAN ; 


BLOGRAPHY OF _ E. _L. VARDAMAN a 2 


"(As deiaehea in the HISTORY OF ALABAMA ae DICTIONARY OF "ALABAMA 


as BIOGRAPHIES (VOLUME IV by THOMAS McADORY . OWEN) ve 


‘ 


KKKKK 


“ ‘Based on my independent research, I have identified several errors .. ._ 
or discrepancies in the Biography of E. L..Vardaman as published in — 
the History of Alabama and Dictionary of Alabama Biographies (Vol. $3 
IV) by. Thomas McAdory Owen. abot 


tyme (1) The subject of this biography is Edwy Liles Vardaman, son of 
“" ‘Thomas Vardaman and Annie Vining and grandson of James Vardaman of 
Newberry County, SC. While the name “Edwy" is rather unusual, it 
Neca! is correct, This name not only appears on various legal records 
tnt but has been passed down to at Hagia two subsequent generations of 
i. his descendants. 


(2) E. L.-Vardaman was not -born in Newberry eine SC,- although -— 
‘his father, Thomas Vardaman, was born in the Dutch Fork area of old 
96 District which was later included in Newberry County when it was . 
~,. formed in 1782. : 


E. L.'s parents, shomas ead ‘Rants (Vining) Vardanan, were married 
in Jefferson County, GA, (Annie's home) in 1804. They were still - 
residents of Jefferson County when Thomas won-a prize in the 1805- .-- 
Georgia Land Lottery. His parcel was located in that portion of 


“= newly created (1803) Baldwin County which would become, in 1807, _ 
*., Morgan County. Records indicate that Thomas was in Morgan Co. by | 


rip eee SLBOR: 


ese In view of the above, it is apparent that E.°*L.° was born in 277; 
Jefferson Co., GA. Although the biography doesn't “include a birth “~~ 
date, his memorial in Smyrna Cemetery in Coosa Co., AL, shows his 
- date of birth as Feb. 2, 1804. In view of the year of his parents © 
marriage (1804), I belaeye that his correct year of birth was 1805. 


(3) There is absolutely no evidence that Thomas Vardaman ever .::. 

resided in Jasper County, GA. He did live in Jefferson, Morgan, .” }.- 
‘ Putnam and Meriwether Counties, GA, before finally settling in :. 
ca Coosa Co., AL. Jasper County is next to Putnam Co. and was formed ~ 
at the same time (1807) as Morgan, Putnam and Jones Counties. All 
four counties were formed from territory obtained in the -Creek 
Indian concessions of 1805. This land was initially placed in 
Baldwin County prey: to the formation of the four counties 
> mentioned. Bae oe ye 
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: ues ee east = > “oe 
ee Whether the ia onene were. oe: ‘German Bescene. is a moot poin 

at this time. There exists a considerable body of _evidene 
indicating that the family is ‘of ‘Swedish origin instead. — 


(5) As evidenced By the “1783 will, ‘of William Vardaman of Newberry - 
Ac: County, -SC, there were four Vardaman brothers «(or half- -brothers) | 
rather than.three.’ The eldest ‘brother,-John,-is not mentioned in 
this biography. Ean te ey oe es ce 


(6) While the elder William Vardaman may have been born prior to 
-=%-° arriving in America, his sons most surely were not. William is” 
ter oenedi-es~ probably the son of a John Vardaman who left a will in New Castle =. 


psi OS oie, Co., DL, in.1714. At the time the will was written he was a minor. 


He later married in Wilmington, DL, in 1720. In any event, the 
eeegue & elder William appears in Virginia records as early as 1733 and it. _ 
sa. geems clear that his four sons did not come to America from Europe 


but were all born in colonial America, probably Virginia, although 
the oldest, yohn, could possibly have been born in Delaware. 


(5) It was John who settled in Kentucky, not William.- Both 
William and Peter remained in Virginia until after the 
Revolutionary War while the elder William, with his youngest son, 
: James, migrated to SC in 1766.+;. Peter later joined his older 

“- brother in Kentucky and William eventually settled in MeLkes Gos 
ie. GRY. . ae es eras ee ol 


Bile Gite sn Sheth el ee ata RENE aie Ny Geet me nae} noo 


“he 


(6) E. L. Vardaman never lived in South eavorina: Ee wide born ae 
' Jefferson Co., GA, and raised in Putnam Co,-GA,.where he lived from 
~ 1810 to 1828 or 1829. He married Lucinda Mauk, the daughter of a 
ai neighbor, in Putnam County on Jan. 6, 1825 (not 1824).- They were... 
eo married by Rev. Richard Pace, pastor of the Crooked Creek Baptist 


‘"n. Church of Putnam County, where several of the Vardaman family were ° 
members. . He moved to Meriwether County around 1828 or 1829 where §.- 

“he remained until 1849 when he removed to Tallapoosa County, AL,” 
settling in the northwest portion of the dca in an area known at “- 
.that time as Senna eee 


. (7) E. L. and ‘Lucinda had only 13 children. In” the list in the = 
biography, child no. 14 (John F.) is the same person as child no. 
4 (also John F.). Child no. 13 (Mielda) and no. 8 (Mienda) were.::: 
twins. ee 


Soe) GREE SS . ; te ons z. H. ‘Vardaman : 
Soh ae : 7 ete 361 Wright's Mill Ct: 
Rat 2 eee & . ae $ Ge Alpharetta, GA 30201 - 


2B... ‘ : . | : ; , — — Revised August 23,1992 en 
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institute, 1896-99; president of the Martin 
female -institute, --Pulaski, Tenn., 1899-1900; 


—, .. Sardis, 


chairman of faculty and professor of mathe- 
matics, Athens female college, Athens, 1900-01; 
superintendent of the city schools of Decatur, 
1801-04; superintendent of the city sehools of 
Water Valley, Miss, 1504, to January 1, 1907; 
president of the Fifth District agricultural 
school, Wetumpka; principal of the Centerville 
and Rounoke high schools; and fs now superin- 
tendent of the Bessemer schools, He has beeu 
president of Elmore Teachers’ Association, aud 
is a member of thy Alabama Educational Asso- 
ciation, and of the National Educational Asso 
’ clation. He Is a Democrat, a member of the 
Methodist Byptscopal church, South, Mason, 
- Kuight of Pythlus, Woodman of the World, nud 
& Yaember of Sigma Nu fraternity. Married: 
July 9, 1896, at Sardis, Miss., to Marle Alpheus 
Young, daughter of Alpheus Franklin and 
Louise Josephine (Perry) Young, who lived at 
Miss.; granddauguter of Cornelina 
Bryant Young, and of Burl R. Perry. Children: 
i, Leonard L.,, jr. 2. belix Youug. Residenee: 
Bessezer. 


ONAN ESI, planter, was bern in New- 
berry District, S. G., and died tn July, 1873, iu 
Clay County; son of Thomas and Annie 
(Vining) Vardaman, the former who was a2 na- 
tive of Dutch Fork, resided in Jasper County, 
Ga., and Jefferson County, Ga., Putnam County, 
Ga, Meriwether County, Ga., and finally, in 
1836, settled in Coosa County: 
James Vardaian, of German descent, one of 
three brothers, Peter, James, and William, who 
eane to America in the early part of the elght- 
eonth century, of whom Peter settled fn Vir- 
ginia, Willlam in Kentucky and James, in 
South Carolina, settled In Dutch Fork, New- 


berry district, 8. C. Mr. Vardaman remained | 


in South Carolina, until 1827, when he renoved 
to Meriwether County; Ga., and remnined there 
until the winter: of 1848-49.° He represented 
Meriwether County in the Ceorgla legislature 
in 1847, and in 1849, removed to Alabamw, first 
setting In the northwestern part of Tallapoosa 
County, and later removing to Coosa Connty, 
and still Inter to Clay County, where he spent 
the remainder of his llfe. Marrted: January 6, 
1824, in Putnam County, Ga, to Lucinda K, 
Mauk, Childrens 1, Cynthia, Cluy County, im. 
Kenney M. TIunnan, deceased; 2. Frances C., mi. 
George V. House; 3. Mary B. m. Edward BM. 
Adair; 4. John WW; 5. Zilpla T., mam J. MM. L. 
Mebhall; 6 Adeline FL; 7% Annie L., m. DP 
Luker; § Melnda, d. In childhood; 9. Minerva, 
‘d. in childhood: 16. Nuney, d. in childhood; 11. 
William F., private in Ce. A, Fourteenth Ala- 
bama infantry,.C. S. Army, killed at the battle 
of Willlumsburg, Va.¢ 12. James ML, private in 
Co, ©, Sixtieth Alabama infantry, C. 9. Army, 
was killed below Petersburg; 13. Mielda V., do- 
ceased, m. I, T. Kilpatrick; 14. John F., served 
in-Co. C, Hilltard's legion, C. S. Army, farmer 
und teacher, m. Julla Flynn, Last residence: 
Clay County. 


VARNER, JOSEPH, soldier of the American 
Revolution, and a resldeat of Clarke County; 


grandson of - 


“in 1831. 


Py 
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= fessor of mathematics and president of Cooper private, particular service not shown; enrolled 


on May &, 1838, under act of Congress of June 
7, 1832, payment to date from September 4, 


“1885; ‘annual ~allowauce, ~$72.—Pension._ Book, 


State Hranch Bank, Mobile. 

VARY, JOHN FOSTER, lawyer, was born 
July 18, ISLE, fn Ougida County, N. ¥., and died 
September 4, 1899, at Marion; son of Richard 
FE aud Deliavah (Voster) Vary. the former who 
was no native of Oneida County, N. Y., and a 
farmer; prandsen of Joha and Marta Foster, 
who fived in De Nalb, N.Y. Jlis paternal 
grandfather cama to this country from England 
in the early days of Ihe revolutionary trouble. 
He was under a commission from the ecrewn, but 
decided not to return to Kngland, and settled ia 
New York. Mr. Vary attended the schvols of 
his conaty, was graduated from Potsdam yemi- 
nary, Polslam, N.Y. and a year later at the 
age of twenty Years, set ont for Cincinnaii to 
find employment. He hecame accyualnted with 
two trustees of the school in Cyiumbas, Mie«, 
and they engaged his services. He reiaalned 
there nntil ho went te Demonolis, wheres he en- 


“wrRaged in teaching and al the sume thne reat 


law in the office of Frank Lyon. In 1850, he 
Was nimitted to the bar in Marengo Couuty. 
Me first besan to practice at Linden end later 
in Marion, He was a Demoerat, Baptist and a 
Masou. Marrled: (1) April 17, 1850, at Linden. 
to Auuarintha Brovks, who died fn ISh7, dauch- 
ter of William Middleton and Elizabeth (Wat- 
son) Brovks, and a sister of WHilam Melina 
Frooks (q. ¥.); (2) in Mareh. 1859, to Tachel 
W. Moore, who died October, 1914, daughter of 
Wooten and Elizabeth (Tooley) Moore, who 
came to Perry County, from near Rulcigh, N.C. 
Children, by firat marrlaze: 1. John 
F. dv. d. in Infaney; 2. Etbert Middleton, d. at 
Jacksonvilia, Phu, in 1882, m. Ida Walker, chil: 
dren, Foster B., duelksonville, Fla, and Elbert 
TL, Atlanta, Ga.; by sevond marriage: 4. Amar: 
intha, treasurer of Judson college, Marion; 5. 
Wooten Moore, plantsinan and florist, i. Annie 
Hurt, College Park, Ga.t 6. Desaie Teborsh, 
Marion. Last residence: Marion, 


VASSER, EDWARD MILIQOUS, phyaleian, 
was born March 12, 1838, near Pleaspnt bit, 
Dallag County, and died February &, 1878, in 
Dallas County; son of Dr. John Edward Vasser 
of that place, a physician of promineuce in th 
conuniinity; grandson of Litteberry Vasser, 7 
native of Cotton County, Va, He was eduented 
by private fastruction in the Lema, tater af 
tended sehool in Selota and read medicine un 
der Dr. Wiliam Townsend of Carlowville, Dal 
las County, eutered upon the practicg neat 
Cahaba fi 1852 and ten years later entered lic 
Confederate army as assistant surgeon in the 
hosplitalg Iu Ringgold, Gia. and later at Rone 
He was a Douglas Whig. oppused ta secession 
but stood hy his state after it withdrew from 
tho union; a member of the Alabama Medics! 
Asnochition; au Eplecepalian, and a Mason 
Married: August 22, 1858, in Lowndes County 
to Hlizabeth Ancriua, daughter of Dr. Adac 
Brisbane and Mary Rebecea (Atkins) Arthur 
who lived at Moutgomery Hill, Baldwin County: 
Branddaughter of Col. Adam Fowler aud Mary 
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‘records from Newberry Co., SC, which place Thomas Vardaman _in 


“Wardaman: 


“of John ia vand Bawy | L. 


Since writing my critiques (enclosed) of the John F. and Edwy lL. 


Vardaman bio sketches, new information has come to light that has 
caused me to reconsider some of my conclusions, as follows: 


(1) The birthdate of E. L. Vardaman, Feb. 2, 1804, as shown 
on his memorial at Smyrna Cemetery, is now reported to have come 
from an old family Bible. Although I have not seen this Bible, if 
true, this would tend to substantiate this date as the date of his 
birth and invalidate the date of Feb. 2, 1805, that I had 
previously interpolated. 


This in turn would tend to invalidate the 1864 date of his parents 
marriage as had been previously reported, The 1804 marriage date 
had been obtained from the writings of an old Vining family 


_ researcher but was not substantiated in any way nor was there any. ------ 


explanation as to the source of this date. ioe aerate 


(2) I have just recently obtained a copy of certain estate = 


Newberry County on Feb. 8, 1805. I had previously discounted any “3 
possibility of Thomas having returned to SC after his marriage to 
Annie Vining because of his eae ania in the 1805 Georgia Land 
Lottery as a resident of Jefferson Co., GA. wens 


(3) I have now learned that the sign-up period for the 1805 
Georgia Land Lottery was 1803-04. Thomas could easily have left GA 
after enrolling and been in Newberry Co., SC, in 1805, 


‘After taking the above facts into consideration, and until such —— coe 
time as new evidence presents itself, my conclusion”is that Edwy L. - + -~ 
Vardaman was in fact born on Feb. 2, 1804. His parents were 
probably married sometime early in 1803 in.Jefferson Co., GA, _..., 
rather than 1804. Thomas Vardaman had been a resident of Jefferson 
Co. for at least 3 years prior to signing up for the 1805 Lottery - -° 
at least since 1800, having probably come there with his brothers ~ 
prior to brother William’ Ss marriage to Ruth Vining in 1801. te 


Since all census records for E. L. Vardaman (1850, 1860 and 1870): --:--: 
show his place of birth as GA, and this is confirmed on the 1880 — 
census records of 6 of his 7 children, I conclude that he was born 

in Jefferson Co., GA, prior to his father's return to SC. 

Thomas Vardaman then, together with his wife Annie and son Edwy, 

had returned to Newberry Co., SC, after his son 's birth in 
February, 1804, and was there in Feb., 1805. : 
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